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Vifitation of PRISONERS.

looking for the refurrection of the Body (when the Sea fhall give
up her Dead) and the life of the world to come, through our Lord
Jefus Chrift; who at his coming fhall change our vile Body, that it
may be like his glorious Body, according to the mighty working
whereby he is able to fubdue all things unto himfelf.

A ForM of PravEr for the

VISITATION or PRISONERS.

When Morning or Evening Prayer shall he read in any Prifon, inftead
of the Pfalm, “O come, let us fing,” &c., or thePfa/m, “My foul
doth magnify,” &c. fhall be read the 130th Plalm; and the Minifter
JShall infert, after the Collet for the day, the Colleét in the following
Service, “O God, who. fparett,” &c., and at fuch Times as the Li-
tany 75 not read, he fhall add the Prayer, “ O God, merciful Fa-
ther, who defpifeft not,” &¢.

' And when Notice is given to the Minz]ier, that a Prifoner is confined
Sor fome great or capital crime, be fhall vifit him; and when he com-
eth into the Place where the Prifoner is, be fball fay, kneeling down,

Emember not, Lord, our ini-
quities, nor the iniquities of]|
our Forefathers; neither take thou
vengeance of our Sins; Spare us,
good Lord, fpare thy people, whom
thou haft redeemed with thy moft
precious blood, and be not angry
with us for ever.
Anfw. Spare us, good Lord.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Chrift, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Ur Father, who art in Hea-
ven, &e.
Miniff. O Lord, fhow thy mer-
cy upon us;
Anfw. And grant us thy falva-
tion.
Minift. Turn thy face from our
Sins;
Anfw. And blot out all our ini-
quities.

Minift. Send us help from thy
holy place;

Anfw. For thine indignation li-
eth hard upon us.

Mim]ﬁ O Lord, hear our prayer;

Anfw. And let the fighing of the

Prifoners come before thee.
The Colleét.

Rrant, we befeech thee, Al-

mighty God, that we, who

for our evil deeds do worthily de-

ferve to be punifhed, by the com-

fort of thy grace may mercifully

be relieved; through our Lord and
Saviour Jefus Chrift.  Amen.

God, who fpareft when we

deferve punifhment, and in
thy wrath remembereft mercy; we
humbly befeech thee, of thy good-
nefs to comfort and f{uccour all
thofe who are under reproach and
mifery in the houfe of bondage;
corret them not in thine anger,
1 neither
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neither chaften them in thy fore
difpleafure. Give them a right un-
derftanding of themfelves, and of
thy threats and promifes; that they
may neither caft away their con-
fidence in thee, nor place it any
where but in thee. Relieve the
Diftreffed, prote& the Innocent,
and awaken the Guilty: and for-
afmuch as thou alone bringeft light
out of darknefs, and good out of
evil, grant that the pains and pu-
nithments which thefe thy fervants
endure, through their bodily con-
finement, may tend to fetting
free their fouls from the chains of
fin; through Jefus Chrift our Lord.
Amen.

I Here the Minifter, as he fhall fee
convenient, may read the Prayer
Jfor All Conditions of Men, #he
Colleét for Ath-Wednefday, and
the Colleét after the Offertory,
beginning “Almighty God, the
fountain of all wifdom,” &c., or
any other prayer of the Liturgy,
which he fhall judge proper.

S Then fhall the Minifter exhort the
Prifoner or Prifoners after this
Form, or other like.

D Early beloved, know this, that
Almighty God, whofe never
failing providence governeth all
things both in heaven and earth,
hath fo wifely and mercifully or-
dered the courfe of this world,
that his Judgments are often fent
as fatherly correétions to us; and
if with due fubmiffion and refig-
nation to his holy will we receive
the fame, they will work together
for our good.

It s our part and duty,
therefore, to humble your/e/f under
the mighty hand of God, toacknow-
ledge the righteoufnefs of his judg-
ments, and to endeavour that, by

P

his grace, this prefent Vifitation
may lead you to a fincere and hear-
ty repentance.

The way and means thereto is,
to examine your life and conver-
fation by the rule of God’s com-
mandments; and whereinfoever
you fhall perceive your/e/f to have
offended either by will, word, or
deed, there to bewail your own
finfulnefs, and to confefs your/e/f to
Almighty God, with full purpofe
of amendment of life. And if you
thall perceive your offences to be
fuch as are not only againft God,
but alfo againft your Neighbours;
then to reconcile your/e/f to them,
being ready to make reftitution
and fatisfaction, according to the
uttermoft of your power, for all
injuries and wrongs done by you
to any other; and being likewife
ready to forgive others who have
offended you, as you would have
forgivenefs of your offences at
God’s hand. And to this true
repentance and change of mind
you muft add a lively and fteadfaft
faith, and dependence upon the
merits of the death of Chrift, with
an entire refignation of your/e/f to
the will of God. Except you re-
pent, and believe, we can give
you no hope of falvation: But if
you do fincerely repent and believe,
God hath declared, though your
fins be as red as fcarlet, they fhall
be made white as fnow; though
your wickedneffes have gone over
your head, yet fhall they not be
your deftruction.

We exhort you therefore in the
Name of God, and of his dear Son
Jefus Chrift our Saviour, and as
you tender your own falvation, to
take good heed of thefe things in
time, while the day of falvation
lafteth; for the night cometh, when

no
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no man can work. While you have
the light, believe in the light, and
walk as children of the light, that
you be not caft into outer darknefs;
that you may not knock, when the
door fhall be fhut, and cry for mer-
cy, when it is the time of juftice.
Now, you are the obje& of God’s
mercy, if by repentance and true
faith yox turn unto him; but if you
negleé thefe things, you will be the
object of his juftice and vengeance:
Now, you may claim the merits of
Chrift; but if you die in your fins,
his fufferings will tend to your
greater condemnation. O belov-
ed, confider in this your day, how
fearful a thing it will be to fall in-
to the hands of the living God,
when you can neither fly to his
mercy to protect you, nor to the
merits of Chrift to cover you in
that terrible day.

| Here the Minifter fhall examine
him concerning his Faith,andre-
hearfe the Articles of the Creed,
“Doft thou believe in God,” & c.

And the Prifoner fhall anfwer,
All this T fteadfaftly believe.

& Then fhall the Minifter examine
whether he repent him truly of his
Jins, and be in charity with all the
world, and farther admonifb him
particularly concerning the crimes
wherewith he is charged; and
exhort him, if he have any [cru-
ples, that he would declare the
Jame, and prepare himfelf for the
holy Communion, againft the time
that it may be proper to adminifter
it to him.

| Then, all kneeling, the Minifter

JShall fay as follows, from the 51/t
Plalm,
Ave mercy upon me, O God,
after thy great goodnefs; ac-

cording to the multitude of thy
mercies do away mine offences.

Wath me throughly from my
wickednefs; and cleanfe me from
my fin.

For 1 acknowledge my faults;
and my fin is ever before me.

Againft thee only have I finned,
and done this evil in thy fight; that
thou mighteft be juftified in thy
faying, and clear when thou art
judged.

Behold, I was fhapen in wick-
ednefs; and in fin hath my mo-
ther conceived me.

But lo, thou requireft truth in
the inward parts; and fhalt make
me to underftand wifdom fecretly.

Thou fhalt purge me with hyf-
fop, and I fhall be clean; thou
thalt wath me, and I fhall be
whiter than fnow.

Thou fhalt make me hear of
joy and gladnefs; that the bones
which thou haft broken may
rejoice.

Turn thy face from thy fins; and
put out all my mifdeeds.

Make me a clean heart, O God;
and renew a right fpirit within
me.

Caft me not away from thy pre-
fence, and take not thy Holy Spi-
rit from me.

O give me the comfort of thy
help again; and ftablith me with
thy free Spirit.

Then fhall T teach thy ways
unto the wicked; and finners fhall
be converted unto thee.

Deliver me from blood-guilti-
nefs, O God, thou that art the
God of my health; and my tongue
thall fing of thy righteoufnefs.

Thou fhalt open my lips, O
Lord; and my mouth fhall fhow
thy praife.

For thou defireft no facrifice,

elfe
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elfe would I give it thee; but
thou delighteft not in burnt-offer-
ings.

The facrifice of God is a trou-
bled fpirit: a broken and contrite
heart, O God, fhalt thou not de-
fpife.

S Then the Minifter fhall fay,

Let us pray.

Lord, we befeech thee, mer-

cifully hear our prayers, and
fpare all thofe who confefs their
fins unto thee; that they, whofe
confciences by fin are accufed, by
thy merciful pardon may be ab-
folved, through Chrift our Lord.
Amen.

God, whofe mercy is ever-

lafting, and power infinite;
Look down with pity and compaf-
fion upon the fufferings of #his thy
JServant; and whether thou vifiteft
for trial of Ais patience, or punifh-
ment of Ais offences, enable Aim
by thy grace cheerfully to fubmit
bimfelf to thy holy Will and Plea-
fure. Go not far from thofe, O
Lord, whom thou haft laid in a
place of darknefs, and in the deep;
and forafmuch as thou haft not cut
bim off {uddenly, but chafteneft
him as a father, grant that e, duly
confidering thy great mercies, may
be unfeignedly thankful, and turn
unto thee with true repentance
and fincerity of heart; through Je-
fus Chrift our Lord. Amen.

I Prayers for Perfons under Sen-
tence of Death.

€ When a Criminal is under Sen-
tence of death, the Minifter fball
proceed, immediately after the Col-
lect, “O God, who fpareft,” &e.
to exhort him after this Form, or
other like.

P2

Early beloved, it hath pleafed

Almighty God, in his juftice,
to bring you under the fentence
and condemnation of the law; you
are fhortly to fuffer death in fuch
a manner, that others, warned by
your example, may be the more
afraid to offend; and we pray God,
that you may make fuch ufe of
your punifhments in this world,
that your Soul may be faved in the
world to come.

Wherefore we come to you in
the bowels of compaffion; and, be-
ing defirous that you thould avoid
prefumption on the one hand, and
defpair on the other, thall plainly
lay before you the wretchednefs
of your condition, and declare
how far you ought to. depend on
the mercies of God, and the me-
rits of our Saviour. Confider then
ferioufly with yourfelf, in all ap-
pearance of the time of your diflo-
lution draweth near; your fins have
laid faft hold upon you; you are
foon to be removed from among
men by a violent death; and you
thall fade away fuddenly like the
grafs, which in the morning is
green and groweth up, but in the
evening is cut down, dried up, and
withered.  After you have thus
finithed the courfe of a finful and
miferable life, you fhall appear be-
fore the Judge of all flefh; who,
as he pronounces bleffings on the
righteous, fhall likewife fay, with
a terrible voice of moft juft judg-
ment, to the wicked, “Go, ye ac-
curfed, into the fire everlafting,
prepared for the devil and his an-
gels.”

Your fins have brought you too
near this dreadful fentence: It is
therefore your part and duty, my
brother, humbly to confefs and
bewail your great and manifold

offences,
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offences, and to repent you truly
of your fins, as you tender the
eternal falvation of your foul.

Be not deceived with a vain
and prefumptuous expectation of
God’s favour, nor fay within your-
felf, Peace, Peace, where there is
no Peace; for there is no Peace,
faith my God, to the wicked: God
is not mocked; he is of purer eyes
than to behold iniquity, and with-
out holinefs no man fhall fee the
Lord. On the other hand, defpair
not of God’s mercy, though trou-
ble is on every fide; for God thut-
teth not up his mercies for ever in
difpleafure; but if we confefs our
fins, he is faithful and juft to for-
give us our fins, and to cleanfe
us from all unrighteoufnefs. Do
not either way abufe the goodnefs
of God, who calleth us mercifully
to amendment, and of his endlefs
pity promifeth us forgivenefs of
that which is paft; if with a per-
fe& and a true heart we return unto
him.

Since therefore you are foon to
pafs into an endlefs and unchange-
able ftate, and your future happi-
nefs or mifery depends upon the
few moments which are left you;
I require you ftri¢tly to examine
yourfelf, and your eftate both to-
wards God and towards man; and
let no worldly confideration hinder
you from making a true and full
confeffion of your fins, and giving
all the fatisfaction which is in your
power to every one whom you have
wronged or injured, that you may
find mercy at your heavenly Fa-
ther’s hand, for Chrift’s fake, and
not be condemned in the dreadful
day of judgment.

Laftly, beloved; fubmit your-
felf with Chriftian refignation to
the juft judgment of God, which

your own crimes have brought
upon you, and be in charity with
all men; being ready fincerely to
forgive all fuch as have offended
you, not excepting thofe who have
profecuted you even unto death:
And, though this may feem a hard
faying, yet know affuredly, that
without it your charity is not
yet perfect. And fail not earneft-
ly to endeavour and pray for this
blefled temper and compofure of
mind: So may you caft yourfelf
with an entire dependence upon
the mercies of God, through the
merits of our Saviour and Re-
deemer Jefus Chrift.

€ Here the Minifter fhall examine
him concerning his Faith, and
rebearfe the Articles of the Creed,
“Doft thou believe in God,” &e.

And the Criminal fball anfwer,
All this 1 ftedfaftly believe.

Then fhall the Minifter examine,
whether he repent him truly of his
Jins, exhorting him to a particular
Confeffion of the fin for which he
is condemned; and upon Confeffion,
be fhall inftruét him what fatif-
Jaétion ought to be made to thofe
whom he has offended thereby;
and if he knoweth any combina-
tions in wickednefs, or any evil
praltices defigned againft others,
let him be admonifbed to the utmoft
of his power to diftover and
prevent them.

After bis confefion, the Minifter
Shall declare to him the pardoning
Mercy of God, in the Form which
is ufed in the Communion Ser-
vice.

I After which fhall be faid the Col-
leét following.
O Holy
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Holy Jefus, who, of thine in-

finite goodnefs, didft accept
the converfion of a finner on the
crofs; open thine eye of mercy up-
on this thy fervant, who defireth
pardon and forgivenefs, though
in his lateft hour he turneth unto
thee. Renew in him whatfoever
hath been decayed by the fraud
and malice of the devil, or by his
own carnal will and frailnefs. Con-
fider his contrition; accept his re-
pentance; and forafmuch as he
putteth his full truft only in thy
mercy, impute not unto him his
former fins, but ftrengthen him
with thy bleffed Spirit; and when
thou art pleafed to take him hence,
take him unto thy favour: This we
beg through thy merits, O Lord,
our Saviour and our Redeemer.
Amen.

 Then fball the Minifter fay,

Father of mercies, and God

of all comfort; we fly unto
thee for fuccour in behalf of this
thy fervant, who is now under the
fentence of condemnation. The
day of his calamity is at hand, and
he is accounted as one of thofe
who go down into the pit. Blefl-
ed Lord, remember thy mercies;
look upon his infirmities; hear
the voice of his complaint; give
him, we befeech thee, patience in
this his time of adverfity, and fup-
port under the terrors which
encompafs him; fet before his eyes
the things he hath done in the bo-
dy, which have juftly provoked
thee to anger; and forafmuch as
his continuance appeareth to be
thort amongft us, quicken him fo
much the more by thy grace and
holy Spirit; that he, being con-
verted and reconciled unto thee,
before thy judgments have cut him
P3

off from the earth, may at the hour
of his death depart in peace, and
be received into thine everlafting
kingdom; through Jefus Chrift our

Lord. Amen.
€ Adding this.
Saviour of the world; who
by thy Crofs and precious

blood haft redeemed us, fave us,
and help us, we humbly befeech.
thee, O Lord.

S Then the Minifter, fanding, fball
Jay,
N the midft of life we are in
death: of whom may we feek
for fuccour, but of thee, O Lord,
who for our fins art juftly dif-
pleafed?

Yet, O Lord God. moft holy,
O Lord moft mighty, O holy and
moft merciful Saviour, deliver us
not into the bitter pains of eternal
death.

Thou knoweft, Lord, the fecrets
of our hearts; fhut not thy mer-
ciful ears to our prayer: but fpare
us, Lord moft holy, O God moft
mighty, O holy and merciful Sa-
viour, thou moft worthy Judge
eternal, {uffer us not, at our laft
hour, for any pains of death, to
fall from thee.

I Then the Minifter fhall fay,

He Almighty God, who is a
moft ftrong tower to all thofe

who put their truft in him; to
whom all things in heaven, in
earth, and under the earth, do
bow and obey; be now and ever-
more thy defence: and make thee
know and feel that there is none
other name under heaven given to
man, in whom, and through whom
thou mayeft receive falvation, but
only
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only the Name of our Lord Jefus
Chrift.  Amen.

I And after that fball fay,

Nto God’s gracious mercy and

protetion we commit thee:
The Lord blefs thee, and keep thee:
The Lord make his face to thine
upon thee, and be gracious unto
thee: The Lord lift up his coun-
tenance upon thee, and give thee
peace, both now and evermore.

I At the time of Execution, befides
all or fuch parts of the foregoing
Office as the Minifter fhall judge
proper, fhall be faid the Com-
mendatory Prayer for a Perfon
at the point of departure, as /7
is in The Vifitation of the Sick.

The Collect for the Communion
Service.

God, who declareft thy Al-
mighty power chiefly in
thowing mercy and pity; We be-
feech thee to have mercy upon this
thy fervant, who for tranfgref-
fions is appointed to die. Grant
that he may take thy Judgments
patiently, and repent him truly of]
his fins; that he recovering thy
favour, the fearful reward of his
ations may end with this life, and
whenfoever his foul fhall depart
from the body it may be without
fpot prefented unto thee, through

Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen.

The Epiftle. Heb. xii. 11.
O chaftening for the prefent
feemeth to be joyous; but

grievous: neverthelefs, afterwards
it yieldeth the peace-able fruit of
righteoufnefs, unto them which
are exercifed thereby.

The Gofpel. St. John v. 24.
Erily, verily, I fay unto you,
he that heareth my word
and believeth on Him that fent me
hath everlafting life; and fhall not
come into condemnation, but is
paffed from death unto life.

A Prayer for imprifoned Debtors.

Oft gracious God, look down

in pity and compaflion upon
thefe thine affliGed fervants, who
are fallen under the mifery of a
clofe reftraint. Give them always
a deep fenfe of their fins, and of
thy fatherly love and correétion;
and the more their confinement
preffeth hard upon them, the more
let the comforts of thy Grace and
mercy abound towards them.
Give to their creditors tendernefs
and compaffion, and to them a
meek and forgiving fpirit towards
all thofe who have confined them,
and a full purpofe to repair all the
injuries and loffes which others
have fuftained by them. Raife
them up friends to pity and relieve
them; give them the continued
comfort of thy countenance here;
and fo fanéify their afflictions,
that they may work for them an
eternal weight of glory; through
the merits and mediation of Jefus
Chrift thy Son our Lord. Amen.

A FORM



