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cont inue  th ine  for  ever;  and da i ly  
increa ſe  in  thy  Holy  Spir i t  more  
and more,  unt i l  he  come unto  thy  
everlaing  k ingdom.

¶ T hen  al l  the  Biop  ſay,
The Lord be  with  you.

Anſw .  And with  thy  ſpi r i t .
¶ And  a l l  kne el i ng  do wn,  the  Bi -  

op  al l  add,
Let  us  pray.

O Ur Father,  who ar t  in  Hea-
ven,  Hal lowed be  thy  Name;   

Thy kingdom come;  Thy wi l l  be  
done  on Earth,  as  i t  i s  in  Heaven;  
Give  us  th i s  day  our  da i ly  bread;  
And forg ive  us  our  t reſpa ſ ſe s ,  As  
we forg ive  thoſe  who t reſpa ſ s  a-
ga in us;  And lead  us  not  into  
temptat ion,  But  del iver  us  f rom 
ev i l .  Amen .

¶ And  th i s  C ol le.

A Lmighty  and everl iv ing  God,  
 who make us  both to   wi l l  and 

to  do  thoſe  th ing s  which are  good,  
and acceptable  unto  thy  Div ine   
Majey;  We make our  humble  
ſuppl icat ions  unto  thee  for  theſe  
thy  ſer vant s ,  upon whom, a f ter  the  
example  of  thy  holy  Apole s ,  we 
have  now la id  our  hands;  to  cer-  
t i f y  them, by  th i s  gn,  of  thy  fa-  
vour  and g racious  goodneſ s  to -

wards  them.   Let  thy  Fatherly  
hand,  we beſeech thee,  ever  be  
over  them; let  thy  Holy  Spir i t   
ever  be  with  them; and ſo  lead  
them the  knowledge  and obedi-
ence  of  thy  Word,  that  in  the  end 
they  may obta in  everlaing  l i fe ,  
through our  Lord Jeſus  Chri;  
who with  thee  and the  Holy   
Gho l iveth  and reigneth ever,   
one  God,  world  without  end.   A -
men.

O Almighty  Lord and everla-  
 ing  God,  vouchſa fe ,  we be-  

ſeech thee  to  d i re,  ſanify,  and 
govern  both our  hear t s  and bodie s ,  
in  the  ways  of  thy  laws ,  and in  
the  works  of  thy  commandments;   
that  through thy mo mighty  pro -  
teion,  both here  and ever,  we 
may be  preſer ved  in  body and ſou l ,  
through our  Lord and Sav iour  Je-
ſus  Chri.   Amen.
¶  T hen  the  Biop  al l  bleſ s  them,  

ſay ing  thus,

T He Bleſng of  God Almighty,  
the  Father,  the  Son,  and the  

Holy  Gho,  be  upon you,  and re-
main  with  you for  ever.  Amen .
¶ And  then  al l  none  b e  admi t ted   

t o  the  Holy  C ommunion,  unt i l  ſ uch  
T ime  a s  he  b e  c onfir med,  o r  b e  rea -
dy  and  derous  to  b e  c onfir med.

M A T R I M O N Y .

TH E FORM OF

S O L E M N I Z A T I O N  of  M A T R I M O N Y.

¶ T he  L aws  reſp eing  Matr imony,  whether  by  publ iing  the  B anns  i n  
Churches,  o r  by  L ic enc e,  b e ing  d ifferent  i n  the  ſe vera l  S ta tes,  e ver y  
Min ier  i s  le f t  t o  the  d i reion  of  tho ſe  L aws,  i n  e ver y  T h ing  tha t  
regards  the  c iv i l  c ont ra b et ween  the  par t i es.   And  when  the  B anns   
are  publ ied,  i t  al l  b e  i n  the  fo l lo wing  fo r m.—I  publ i the  Banns  
of  Marriage  between M. of  —–, and  N.  of  —–. I f  any  of  you know  
cauſe  or  ju impediment,  why theſe  two per ſons  ould  not  be  
joined together  in  holy  Matrimony,  ye  are  to  declare  i t .   [T h i s  i s   
the  fir,  ſe c ond,  o r  th i rd  t ime  of  aing. ]    ¶  A t



M A T R I M O N Y .
¶ A t  the  D ay  and  T ime  appointed  

fo r  S olemn iz at i on  of  Matr imony,  
the  Perſon s  to  b e  mar r i ed  al l   
c ome  into  the  B ody  of  the  Church,  
o r  al l  b e  ready  in  ſome  proper  
houſe,  w i th  the i r  Fr i ends  and  
Neighbours ;  and  there  and ing  
together,  the  Man  on  the  R ight  
Hand,  and  the  Woman  on  the  L ef t,  
the  Min ier  al l  ſay,

D Early beloved,  we are  gather-  
 ed  together  here  in  the  ſ i ght   

of  God,  and in  the  face  of  th i s  
company,  to  join  together  th i s  
Man and th i s  Woman in  holy  Ma-
tr imony;  which i s  commended of  
Sa int  Paul  to  be  honourable  among  
a l l  men;  therefore  i s  not  by  any  
to  be  entered  into  unadvi ſed-  
ly  or  l i ght ly;  but  reverent ly,  d i ſ -
creet ly,  adv i ſed ly,  ſoberly,  and in  
the  fear  of  God.   Into  th i s  holy  
eate  theſe  two per ſons  preſent  
come now to  be  joined.    I f  any  
man can ew ju cauſe ,  why they  
may not  lawful ly  be  joined toge-
ther,  let  h im now ſpeak,  or  el ſe  
herea f ter  for  ever  hold  h i s  peace.
¶ And  a l ſo  ſp eak ing  unto  the  Perſon s  

who  are  to  b e  mar r i ed,  he  al l  
ſay,

I  Require  and charge  you both,  
(as  ye  wi l l  an ſwer  at  the   dread-  

fu l  day  of  judgment  when the  ſe -  
cret s  of  a l l  heart s  al l  be  d i ſcloſed) ,   
that  i f  ei ther  of  you know any im-  
pediment  why ye  may not  be  law-
fu l ly  joined together  in  Matrimo -
ny,  ye  do  now confeſ s  i t .   For  be  
ye  wel l  aured,  that  i f  any  per ſons  
are  joined together  otherwi ſe  than 
as  God’s  word doth a l low,  thei r  
marriage  i s  not  lawful .  
¶ T he  Min ier,  i f  he  al l  have  rea -  

ſon  to  doubt  o f  the  lawfu lneſ s  o f  
the  propo ſed  Mar r i age,  may  de -  
mand  ſuffici ent  ſ ure t y  fo r  h i s  i n -
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demnifi ca t i on ;  but  i f  no  imped i -
ment  al l  b e  a l leged,  o r  ſ uſp eed,  
the  Min ier  al l  ſay  to  the  Man,

M.W Ilt thou have  th i s  Woman 
 to  thy  wedded Wife,  to  

l ive   together  a f ter  God’s  ord inance  
in  the  holy  Eate  of  Matrimony?   
Wil t  thou love  her,  comfort  her,  
honour,  and keep her  in  ſ ickneſ s  
and in  hea l th;  and,  for ſaking  a l l  
others ,  keep thee  only  unto  her,   
ſo  long  as  ye  both al l  l ive?

¶T he  Man  al l  an ſwer,
I  wi l l .

¶ T hen  al l  the  Min ier  ſay  unto   
the  Woman,

N.W Ilt thou have  th i s  Man  
 to  thy  wedded Huſband,   

to  l ive  together  a f ter  God’s  ord i -  
nance  in  the  holy  Eate  of  Ma-
tr imony?   Wil t  thou obey  him,  and 
ſer ve  h im,  love,  honour,  and keep  
h im in  ſ ickneſ s  and in  hea l th;   
and,  for ſaking  a l l  others ,  keep thee   
on ly  unto  h im,  ſo  long  as  ye  both 
al l  l ive?

¶ T he  Woman  al l  an ſwer,
I  wi l l .

¶ T hen  al l  the  Min ier  ſay,
Who giveth  th i s  Woman to  be  

married  to  th i s  Man?
¶ T hen  al l  they  g ive  the i r  Troth   

to  each  o ther  i n  th i s  Manner :  
¶  T he  Min ier  re c e iv ing  the  Wo -

man  a t  he r  Father ’s  o r  Fr i end ’s   
Hands,  al l  cauſe  the  Man  wi th  
h i s  R ight  Hand  to  take  the  Wo -
man  by  her  R ight  Hand,  and  to  
ſay  a f te r  h im,  a s  fo l lo weth.

I   M .  take  thee  N .  to  my wedded 
Wife,  to  have  and to   hold,  f rom  

th i s  day  forward,  for  bet ter  for  
wor ſe ,  for  r icher  for  poorer,  in  
ſ ickneſ s  and in  hea l th,  to  love  and  
to  cheri,  t i l l  death  us  do  par t,  ac-

cording



M A T R I M O N Y .
cording  to  God’s  holy  ord inance;  
and thereto I plight thee my Troth.

¶ T hen  al l  they  lo o ſe  the i r  Hands,  
and  the  Woman  wi th  her  R ight  
Hand  tak ing  the  Man  by  h i s  R ight  
Hand,  al l  l i ke wi ſe  ſay  a f te r  the  
Min ier :

I  N .  take  thee  M .  to  my wedded  
 Huſband,  to  have  and  hold,  

f rom thi s  day  forward,  for  bet ter  
for  wor ſe ,  for  r icher  for  poorer,  
in  ckneſ s  and in  hea l th,  to  love,  
cheri,  and to  obey,  t i l l  death  us  
do  par t,  according  to  God’s  holy  
ord inance;  and thereto  I  g ive  thee  
my Troth.

¶ T hen  al l  they  aga in  lo o ſe  the i r  
Hands ;  and  the  Man  al l  g ive  
unto  the  Woman  a  R ing.   And  the  
Min ier  tak ing  the  R ing  al l  de -  
l iver  i t  unto  the  Man,  to  put  i t  
upon  the  four th  finger  o f  the  Wo -
man ’s  le f t  Hand.   And  the  Man  
hold ing  the  R ing  there,  and  taught  
by  the  Min ier,  al l  ſay,

W Ith thi s  Ring  I  thee  wed,  
 and with  a l l  my world ly  

goods  I  thee  endow: In  the  Name 
of  the  Father,  and of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Gho.  Amen .

¶ T hen  the  Man  leav ing  the  R ing  
upon  the  four th  Finger  o f  the  
Woman ’s  le f t  Hand,  the  Min ier  
al l  ſay,

Let  us  pray

O Ur Father  who ar t  in  Hea-
ven,  Hal lowed be  thy  Name;   

thy  Kingdom come;  Thy wi l l  be  
done  on Earth,  As  i t  i s  in  heaven;   
Give  us  th i s  day  our  da i ly  bread.  
And forg ive  us  our  t reſpa ſ ſe s ,  As  
we forg ive  thoſe  who t reſpa ſ s  a-
ga in us;  And lead  us  not  into  
temptat ion,  But  del iver  us  f rom 
ev i l .  Amen .

O   Eterna l  God,  creator  and 
preſer ver  of  a l l  mankind,   g iver  

of  a l l  ſpi r i tua l  g race,  the  author  of   
everlaing  l i fe ;  Send thy  bleng 
upon theſe  thy  ſer vant s ,  th i s  Man 
and th i s  Woman,  whom we bleſ s  
in  thy  Name;  that,  a s  I ſaac  and 
Rebecca  l ived  fa i thfu l ly  together,  
ſo  theſe  Per ſons  may ſurely  per-
form and keep the  vow and cove-
nant  betwixt  them made,  (where-
of  th i s  Ring  g iven  and received  
i s  a  token and pledge;)  and may 
ever  remain  in  per fe love  and 
peace  together,  and l ive  according  
to  thy  laws;  through Jeſus  Chri  
our  Lord.  Amen .
¶ T hen  al l  the  Min ier  jo in  the i r  

r ight  Hands  together,  and  ſay,
Thoſe  whom God hath joined 

together  let  no  man put  a ſunder.
¶ T hen  al l  the  Min ier  ſp eak  un -  

to  the  c ompany:

F Oraſmuch as  M .  and N .  have  
 conſented  together  in  holy   

Wedlock,  and have  witneſ ſed  the  
ſame before  God and th i s  Com-
pany,  and thereto  have  g iven  and 
pledged thei r  t roth,  each to  the  
other,  and have  declared  the  ſame 
by g iv ing  and receiv ing  a  Ring,  
and by  join ing  Hands;  I  pro -
nounce  that  they  are  Man and 
Wife;  In  the  Name of  the  Fa-  
ther,  and of  the  Son,  and of  the  
Holy  Gho.  Amen .
¶ And  the  Min ier  al l  add  th i s  

Bleng:

G Od the Father,  God the  Son,  
 God the  Holy  Gho,  bleſ s ,  

preſer ve,  and keep you;  the  Lord 
merci fu l ly  wi th  hi s  favour  look 
upon you,  and fil l  you with  a l l  ſpi -  
r i tua l  benediion and g race;  that  
ye  may ſo  l ive  together  in  th i s  l i fe ,  
that  in  the  world  to  come ye  may 
have  l i fe  everlaing.  Amen .
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