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DisTrRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 70 wit:

E it remembered, that on the Seventh Day of
B Auguft, in the Fifteenth Year of the Indepen-
dence of the United States of America, WiLLiam HaLL,
of the faid Diftri&, hath depofited in this Office
the Title of a Book, the Right whereof he claims as
Proprietor, in the Words following, to wit :——
The Book of Common Prayer, and Adminiftra-
tion of the Sacraments, and other Rites and Cere-
monies of the Church, according to the Ufe of the
“ Proteftant Epifcopal Churchin the United States of
America : together with the Pfalter, or Pfalms of
“ David.”——1In conformity to the A& of the Con-
grefs of the United States, entitled “An A& for the
Encouragement of learning, by fecuring the Copies
of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the Authors and Pro-
prietors of fuch Copies, during the Times therein
mentioned.”

SAMUEL CALDWELL, Clerk
of the Diftrict of Pennfylvania.
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RATIFICATION

OF THE

Book of Common Prayer.

y the Bisnops, the CLERGY, and the La1TY of the Pro-
B teflant Epiftopal Church in the United States of America, in
CONVENTION, this Sixteenth Day of October, in the Year
of Our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine.

This Convention having, in their prefent Seffion, fet forth < A
Book or ComMON PRAYER, AND ADMINI{tRATION OF
THE SACRAMENTS, AND OTHER RITEs AND CEREMONIES
oF THE CHURCH,” do hereby effablifb the faid Book: And
they declare it to be the Liturgy of this Church; And require,
that it be received as fuch by all the Members of the fame:
And this Book fhall be in Ufe from and after the Firft Day
of O&tober, in the Year of Our Lord One Thoufand Seven Hun-
dred and Ninety.



THe PREFACE.

T is a moft invaluable part of that bleffed “ /iberty wherewith
CHRIST hath made us free”— that, in his worthip, different
forms and ufages may without offence be allowed, provid-
ed the fubftance of the faith be kept entire; and that, in every
church, what cannot be clearly determined to belong to Jdoéfrine
muft be referred to difcip/ine; and therefore, by common confent
and authority, may be altered, abridged, enlarged, amended, or
otherwife difpofed of, as may feem moft convenient for the edifi-

«

cation of the people, “ according to the various exigencies of times

and occafions.”

The CHURrRCH OF ENGLAND, to which the Proteftant Epifcopal
Church in thefe States is indebted, under GOD, for her firft foun-
dation and a long continuance of nurfing care and proteion, hath,
in the preface of her book of common prayer laid it down as a
rule, that —*“ The particular forms of divine worthip, and the rites
and ceremonies appointed to be ufed therein, being things in their
own nature indifferent and alterable, and fo acknowledged, it is
but reafonable that, upon weighty and important confiderations,
according to the various exigencies of times and occafions, fuch
changes and alterations fhould be made therein, as to thofe who
are in places of authority fhould, from time to time, feem either

neceflary or expedient.”

The fame Church hath not only in her preface, but likewife in
her articles and homilies declared the neceflity and expediency of
occafional alterations and amendments in her forms of public wor-
thip; and we find accordingly, that, feeking to “ keep the happy
mean between too much fifne/s in refufing, and too much eafine/s
in admitting variations in things once advifedly eftablifhed, fhe hath,

in the reign of feveral princes fince the firft compiling of her li-

fllf'g}’



The PREFACE.

turgy in the time of Edward the Sixth upon juft and weighty con-
fiderations her thereunto moving, yielded to make fuch alterations
in fome particulars, as in their refpecive times were thought con-
venient; Yet fo as that the main body and effential parts of the fame
(as well in the chiefeft materials as in the frame and order there-

of) have ftill been continued firm and unfhaken.”

“ Her general aim in thefe different reviews and a/terations hath
been (as the farther declares in her faid preface) to do that which,
according to her beft underftanding, might moft tend to the pre-
fervation of peace and unity in the church; the procuring of re-
verence, and the exciting of piety and devotion in the worfhip of
God; and (finally) the cutting off occafion, from them that feek
occafion of cavil or quarrel againft her liturgy. And although,

«

according to her judgment, there be not “any thing in it con-
trary to the Word of God or to found doétrine, or which a god-
ly man may not with a good confcience ufe and fubmit unto, or
which is not fairly defenfible, if allowed fuch juft and favourable
conftruction, as, in common equity, ought to be allowed to all
human writings;” yet upon the principles already laid down, it
cannot but be fuppofed, that further alterations would in time be
found expedient. Accordingly, a commiffion for a review was if-
fued in the year 1689: But this great and good work mifcarried
at that time; and the civil authority has not fince thought proper

to revive it by any new commiflion.

But when in the courfe of divine providence, thefe American
States became independent with refpe& to civil government, their
ecclefiaftical independence was neceflarily included; and the different
religious denominations of chriftians in thefe States were left at full
and equal liberty to model and organize their refpecive churches
and forms of worfhip and difcipline, in fuch manner as they might
judge moft convenient for their future profperity; confiftently with

the conftitution and laws of their country.

The



The PREFACE.

The attention of this church was in the firft place, drawn to
thofe alterations in the Liturgy which became neceflary in the pray-
ers for our Civil Rulers, in confequence of the revolution:——
And the principal care herein was to make them conformable to
what ought to be the proper end of all fuch prayers, namely, that
“rulers may have grace, wifdom and underftanding to execute

juftice, and to maintain truth; and that the peop/e may lead quiet

and peaceable lives, in all godlinefs and honefty.”

But while thefe alterations were in review before the CoN-
VENTION, they could not but, with gratitude to God, embrace the
happy occafion which was offered to them (uninfluenced and un-
reftrained by any worldly authority whatfoever) to take a further
review of the public fervice, and to eftablifh fuch other alterations

and amendments therein as might be deemed expedient.

It feems unneceflary to enumerate all the different alterations
and amendments. They will appear, and it is to be hoped, the
reafons of them alfo, upon a comparifon of this with the book of
common prayer of the Church of England. In which it will alfo
appear that this Church is far from intending to depart from the
Church of England in any effential point of doérine, difcipline, or

worfhip; or further than local circumftances require.

And now, this important work being brought to a conclufion,
it is hoped the whole will be received and examined by every true
member of our church. and every fincere chriftian, with a meek,
candid, and charitable frame of mind; without prejudice or pre-
pofleflions; ferioufly confidering what chriffianity is, and what the
truths of the gofpel are; and earneftly befeeching Almighty God
to accompany with his blefling every endeavour for promulgating
them to mankind, in the cleareft, plaineft, moft affetting and
majeftic manner, for the fake of JEsus CHRrIft, our blefled Lord and

Saviour.



 The ORDER How the Pflalter is appointed to be Read.

HE Pfalter fhall be read through once every month, as it is

there appointed, both for Morning and Evening Prayer. But
in February, it fhall be read only to the Twenty-eighth or Twenty-
ninth day of the month.

And whereas, Fanuary, March, Ma}/, ]u/y, /Iugu/l O¢tober, and
December, have One and Thirty Days apiece; it is ordered, That the
fame Pfalms thall be read the laft Day of the faid Months which
were read the Day before; fo that the Pfalter may begin again on the
firft Day of the next Month enfuing.

And whereas the CXIX Pfalm is divided into XII Portions,
and is over long to be read at one Time; it is fo ordered, That at
one time fhall not be read above four or five of the faid Portions.

The Minifter fhall, inftead of reading from the Pfalter as divided
for Daily Morning and Evening Prayer, may read one of the Selections
fet out by this Church.

And, on Days of Fafting and Thankf{giving, appointed either by
the Civil or by the Ecclefiaftical Authority, the Minifter may ap-
point fuch Pfalms as he fhall think fit in his Difcretion, unlefs
any fhall have been appointed by the Ecclefiaftical Authority, in
a Service fet out for the Occafion; which, in that Cafe, fhall be
ufed and no other.

Proper PSALMS on certain Days.

Morning. Evening.
CHRIsTMAS-DAyY, Pfalms 19 Pfalms 89
45 110
85 132
AsH-WEDNESDAY, 6 102
32 130
38 143
Goop Fripay, 22 64
40 88

54
EasTER-DAY, 2 113
57 114
11 118
ASCENSION-DAy 8 24
s 47
21 103
WHITSUNDAY, 45 104
68 145

The Minifter may ufe one of the Selettions, inftead of any one
of the above Portions.

9 The



T The ORDER how the Reft of the Holy Scripture if appoint-
ed to be read.

HE Old Teftament is appointed for the Firft Lefflons at Morning
and Evening Prayer, fo that the moft part thereof will be read
every Year once, as in the Calendar is appointed.

The New Teftament is appointed for the Second Leflons at Morn-
ing and Evening Prayer.

And to know what Leffons fhall be read every Day, look for the
Day of the Month in the Calendar following, and there ye fhall find
the Chapters that fhall be read for the Leflons, both at Morning and
Evening Prayer; except only the Movable Feafts, which are not in
the Calendar; and the Immovable, where there is a Blank left in the
Column of Leflons; the Proper Leflons for all which Days are to be
found in the Table of Proper Leflons.

And, on Days of Fafting and Thankfgiving, the fame Rule is to
obtain as in reading the Pfalms.

And the fame Difcretion of Choice is allowed on Occafions of
Ecclefiaftical Conventions and thofe of Charitable Colle&ions.

And Note, That whenfoever Proper Pfalms or Leflons are appointed,
then the Pfalms and Leflons of ordinary courfe appointed in the
Pfalter and Calendar (if they be different) fhall be omitted for that
Time.

Note alfo, That the Collec, Epiftle, and Gofpel, appointed for the
Sunday, fhall ferve all the Week after, where it is not in this Book
otherwife ordered.
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