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D I S T R I C T  O F  P E N N S Y L V A N I A ,  t o  w i t :

B E it  remembered,  that  on  the  Seventh Day of   
Augu,  in  the  Fi f teenth Year  of  the  Indepen -  

dence of  the United States  of  America,  WI L LI A M HA L L ,   
of  the  ſa id  Diri,  hath depoſ i ted  in  th i s  Of f ice  
the  Tit le  of  a  Book,  the  Right  whereof  he  cla ims  as   
Proprietor,  in  the  Words  fol lowing,  to  wi t  :—— 
“ The Book of  Common Prayer,  and Adminira-  
“  t ion  of  the  Sacraments ,  and other  Rite s  and Cere-  
“  monie s  of  the  Church,  according  to  the  Uſe  of  the  
“  Proteant  Epi ſcopa l  Church in  the  Uni ted  State s  of  
“  America  :  together  wi th  the  Pſa l ter,  or  Pſa lms  of  
“  David.”——In conformity  to  the  A of  the  Con-
greſ s  of  the  Uni ted  State s ,  ent i t led  “An A for  the  
Encouragement  of  learn ing,  by  ſecuring  the  Copie s  
of  Maps ,  Chart s ,  and Books ,  to  the  Authors  and Pro -  
prietor s  of  ſuch Copie s ,  during  the  Times  therein  
ment ioned.”

S A M U E L  C A L D W E L L, Clerk
of  the  Dir i  of  Penn ſylvan i a .  
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T H E

R A T I F I C A T I O N  

OF THE

Book of  Common Prayer.

B y the  BIS HOP S ,  the  CL E RGY ,  and  the  LA I T Y  of  the  Pro -  
 teant  Epi ſc opa l  Church  in  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  o f  Amer i ca ,  i n   

C O N V E N T I O N, th i s  S ixte enth  D ay  of  Oober,  i n  the  Year  
of  O ur  L ord  one  thouſand  ſe ven  hundred  and  e ight y -n ine.

T h i s  C onvent i on  hav ing,  i n  the i r  preſent  S eon,  ſe t  fo r th  “  A  
B O O K  O F  C O M M O N  P R A Y E R ,  A N D  A D M I N I  R A T I O N  O F   
T H E  S A C R A M E N T S ,  A N D  O T H E R  R I T E S  A N D  C E R E M O N I E S   
O F  T H E  C H U R C H ,”  do  hereby  eabl i  the  ſa i d  B ook :  And  
they  de clare  i t  t o  b e  the  L i t urg y  of  th i s  Church ;  And  requ i re,   
tha t  i t  b e  re c e ived  a s  ſ uch  by  a l l  the  Members  o f  the  ſame :   
A nd  th i s  B ook  al l  b e  i n  Uſe  f rom  and  a f te r  the  Fi r  D ay   
o f  Oober,  i n  the  Year  of  O ur  L ord  O ne  T houſand  S e ven  Hun -  
dred  and  Ninet y.
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T H E  P R E FA C E .

I T i s  a  mo  i nva l uable  p a r t  o f  t hat  bleed  “  l i b e r t y  w h e r e w i th  

C H R I S T  h a th  m a d e  u s  f r e e ”— that ,  i n  h i s  worip ,  d i f fe rent  
f o r m s  a nd  u ſa ges  may  w i thout  o f fenc e  b e  a l lowed ,  p rov id -  

e d  t he  ſ u b a n c e  o f  th e  fa i th  b e  kept  ent i re ;  a nd  that ,  i n  e ve r y   
chu rch ,  what  c annot  b e  cl e a rly  dete rmined  to  b elong  to  d o  r i n e   
mu  be  re fe r red  to  d i ſ c i pl i n e ;  a nd  the re fo re ,  by  c ommon  con ſent   
a nd  author i t y,  may  b e  a l te red ,  abr id ged ,  en la rg ed ,  amended ,  o r   
o the r w i ſe  d i ſpo ſed  o f ,  a s  may  ſe em mo  conven ient  fo r  t he  ed i f i -
c at ion  o f  t he  p eople ,  “  ac co rd i n g  to  t he  va r iou s  ex i g enc ie s  o f  t ime s  
and  o c c aon s .”

T he  C H U RC H  O F  E N G L A N D ,  to  wh ich  the  P roteant  Epi ſc opa l  
Chu rch  i n  t he ſe  S tate s  i s  i ndebted ,  unde r  G O D ,  fo r  he r  f i r  foun -
dat ion  and  a  long  c ont i nuanc e  o f  nu rng  c a re  and  p rote ion ,  hath ,  
i n  t he  p re fac e  o f  he r  book  o f  c ommon  praye r  la id  i t  down  a s  a   
r u le ,  t hat  —“  T he  pa r t icu la r  fo rms  o f  d iv i ne  worip ,  and  the  r i te s  
a nd  c e remon ie s  appointed  to  b e  u ſed  t he rei n ,  b ei n g  t h i n g s  i n  t hei r  
own  natu re  i nd i f fe rent  and  a l te r able ,  a nd  ſo  acknowledged ,  i t  i s  
but  re a ſonable  t hat ,  upon  wei ght y  and  impor tant  c onderat ion s ,  
ac co rd i n g  to  t he  va r iou s  ex i g enc ie s  o f  t ime s  and  o c c aon s ,  ſ uch  
change s  and  a l te r at ion s  ou ld  b e  made  the rei n ,  a s  to  t ho ſe  who  
a re  i n  plac e s  o f  author i t y  ou ld ,  f rom t ime  to  t ime ,  ſe em ei t he r  
ne c ea r y  o r  exped ient .”

T he  ſame  Chu rch  hath  not  on ly  i n  he r  p r e fa c e ,  but  l i kew i ſe  i n  
he r  a r t i cl es  a nd  h o m i l i es  de cla red  t he  ne c e i t y  and  exped ienc y  o f  
o c c aona l  a l te r at ion s  and  amendment s  i n  he r  fo rms  o f  publ ic  wor-
ip ;  and  we  f i nd  ac co rd i n gly,  t hat ,  ſ e ek i n g  to  “  ke ep  the  happy  
m e a n  b et ween  too  much   i ff n eſ s  i n  r e f u ng ,  a nd  too  much  e a  n eſ s   
i n  a d m i t t i ng  va r i at ion s  i n  t h i n g s  onc e  adv i ſe d ly  eabl ied ,  e  hath ,  
i n  t he  re i gn  o f  ſe ve ra l  p r i nc e s  nc e  t he  f i r  compi l i n g  o f  he r  l i -

t u r g y



T h e  P R E FA C E.
 

t u r g y  i n  t he  t ime  o f  E dwa rd  the  S i x th  upon  ju  and  wei ght y  c on -
derat ion s  he r  t he reunto  mov in g,  y ielded  to  make  ſ uch  a l te r at ion s  
i n  ſome  pa r t icu la r s ,  a s  i n  t hei r  re ſp e ive  t ime s  were  t hought  c on -
ven ient;  Yet  ſo  a s  t hat  t he  ma in  body  and  eent ia l  p a r t s  o f  t he  ſame  
( a s  wel l  i n  t he  ch ie fe  mate r i a l s  a s  i n  t he  f r ame  and  o rde r  t he re -
o f )  have   i l l  b e en  c ont i nued  f i rm  and  unaken .”

“  Her  g ene ra l  a im  i n  t he ſe  d i f fe rent  r e v i e ws  a nd  a l t e ra t i o n s  hath  
b e en  ( a s  e  fa r the r  de cla re s  i n  he r  ſa id  p re fac e )  to  do  that  wh ich ,  
ac co rd i n g  to  he r  b e  underand ing,  m i ght  mo  tend  to  t he  p re -  
ſe r vat ion  o f  p e a c e  a nd  u n i t y  i n  t he  chu rch ;  t he  p ro cu r i n g  o f  re -
ve renc e ,  a nd  the  exc i t i n g  o f  pie t y  and  devot ion  i n  t he  worip  o f  
God;  and  ( f i na l ly )  t he  cut t i n g  o f f  o c c aon ,  f rom them that  ſe ek  
o c c aon  o f  c av i l  o r  qua r rel  a g a i n  he r  l i t u rgy.   And  a l t hough ,  
ac co rd i n g  to  he r  j ud gment ,  t he re  b e  not  “  any  th i n g  i n  i t  c on -
t r a r y  to  t he  Word  o f  God  o r  to  ſound  dor i ne ,  o r  wh ich  a  g od -
ly  man  may  not  w i th  a  g ood  con ſc ienc e  u ſe  and  ſ ubmi t  unto ,  o r  
wh ich  i s  not  fa i r ly  de fenble ,  i f  a l lowed  ſ uch  ju  and  favou rable  
c onruion ,  a s ,  i n  c ommon  equ i t y,  ought  to  b e  a l lowed  to  a l l  
human  wr i t i n g s ; ”  yet  upon  the  p r i nc i ple s  a l re ady  la id  down ,  i t  
c annot  but  b e  ſ uppo ſed ,  t hat  f u r the r  a l te r at ion s  wou ld  i n  t ime  b e  
found  exped ient .  Accord i n gly,  a  c ommiffion  fo r  a  re v iew  wa s  i ſ -
ſ ued  i n  t he  ye a r  1689:  But  t h i s  g re at  a nd  good  work  mi ſc a r r ie d  
at  t hat  t ime ;  and  the  c i v i l  author i t y  ha s  not  nc e  t hought  p rope r   
to  re v ive  i t  by  any  new  commi ion .

But  when  i n  t he  c ou r ſe  o f  d iv i ne  p rov idenc e ,  t he ſe  Amer ic an  
S tate s  b e c ame  i n d e p e n d e n t  w i th  re ſp e  to  c i v i l  g ove rnment ,  t hei r  
e ccl e a  i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  wa s  ne c ea r i ly  i ncl uded ;  and  the  d i f fe rent  
rel i g iou s  denominat ion s  o f  ch r i ian s  i n  t he ſe  S tate s  were  l e f t  at  f u l l  
a nd  equa l  l i b e r t y  to  model  a nd  o rg an ize  t hei r  re ſp e ive  chu rche s  
and  fo rms  o f  worip  and  d i ſc i pl i ne ,  i n  ſ uch  manner  a s  t hey  m i ght  
jud ge  mo  conven ient  fo r  t hei r  f ut u re  p ro ſp e r i t y;  c onent ly  w i th  
the  c on i t ut ion  and  laws  o f  t hei r  c ount r y.

T he



T h e  P R E FA C E.
T he  at tent ion  o f  t h i s  chu rch  wa s  i n  t he  f i r  plac e ,  d rawn  to  

t ho ſe  a l te r at ion s  i n  t he  Li t u rgy  wh ich  b e c ame  ne c ea r y  i n  t he  p ra y -  

e rs  fo r  ou r  Civ i l  Ru le r s ,  i n  c on ſequenc e  o f  t he  re vol ut ion :—— 
And  the  p r i nc i p a l  c a re  he rei n  wa s  to  make  them con fo rmable  to  
what  ought  to  b e  t he  p rope r  end  o f  a l l  ſ uch  p raye r s ,  namely,  t hat   
“  r u l e rs  may  have  g rac e ,  w i ſdom and  underand ing  to  exe cute  
j u ic e ,  a nd  to  ma inta i n  t r uth ;  and  that  t he  p e o pl e  may  l e ad  qu ie t  
a nd  p e ac e able  l i ve s ,  i n  a l l  g od l i ne ſ s  a nd  hone y.”

But  wh i le  t he ſe  a l te r at ion s  were  i n  r e v i e w  b e fo re  t he  C O N -
V E N T I O N ,  t hey  c ou ld  not  but ,  w i th  g rat i t ude  to  God ,  embrac e  t he   
happy  o c c aon  wh ich  wa s  o f fe red  to  t hem (un i n f l uenc ed  and  un -
re ra i ned  by  any  world ly  author i t y  what ſo eve r )  to  t ake  a  f u r the r  
re v iew  o f  t he  pu bl i c  ſ e r v i c e ,  a nd  to  eabl i  ſ uch  o the r  a l te r at ion s  
and  amendment s  t he rei n  a s  m i ght  b e  de emed  exped ient .

I t  ſe ems  unnec ea r y  to  enumerate  a l l  t he  d i f fe rent  a l te r at ion s  
and  amendment s .   T hey  w i l l  appea r,  a nd  i t  i s  to  b e  hoped ,  t he  
re a ſon s  o f  t hem a l ſo ,  upon  a  c ompa r i ſon  o f  t h i s  w i th  the  book  o f  
c ommon  praye r  o f  t he  Chu rch  o f  England .   I n  wh ich  i t  w i l l  a l ſo  
appea r  t hat  t h i s  Chu rch  i s  f a r  f rom i ntend i n g  to  depa r t  f rom the  
Chu rch  o f  England  i n  any  eent ia l  poi nt  o f  dor i ne ,  d i ſc i pl i ne ,  o r  
worip ;  o r  f u r the r  t han  lo c a l  c i rcumance s  requ i re .

And  now,  t h i s  impor tant  work  b ei n g  b rought  to  a  c oncl uon ,   
i t  i s  hoped  the  whole  w i l l  b e  re c eived  and  examined  by  e ve r y  t r ue  
member  o f  ou r  chu rch .  a nd  e ve r y  nc e re  ch r i ian ,  w i th  a  meek ,  
c and id ,  a nd  cha r i t able  f r ame  o f  m ind ;  w i thout  p re jud ic e  o r  p re -
poe ion s ;  ſe r iou ſ ly  c onder i n g  what  ch r i  i a n i t y  i s ,  a nd  what  t he  
t r uth s  o f  t he  g o ſp el  a re ;  a nd  e a rne ly  b e ſe e ch in g  A lmi ght y  God  
to  ac company  w i th  h i s  ble i n g  e ve r y  ende avou r  fo r  p romu lg at i n g  
t hem to  mank ind ,  i n  t he  cl e a re ,  pla i ne ,  mo  a f fe ing  and  
maj e ic  manner,  fo r  t he  ſake  o f  JE S U S  C H R I  ,  ou r  bleed  L ord  and  
Sav iou r.  



¶ T he  O R D E R  Ho w the  Pſa l te r  i s  appointed  to  b e  R ead.

T HE Pſa l ter  al l  be  read  through once  every  month,  as  i t  i s   
 there  appointed,  both for  Morning  and Evening  Prayer.   But  

in  Feb r uar y ,  i t  al l  be  read  only  to  the  Twenty-eighth or  Twenty-  
n inth day  of  the  month.

And whereas ,  Januar y,  March,  May,  July,  A ugu,  Oober ,  and 
D ecember ,  have  One and Thir ty  Days  apiece;  i t  i s  ordered,  That  the  
ſame Pſa lms  al l  be  read  the  la Day of  the  ſa id  Months  which 
were  read  the  Day before;  ſo  that  the  Pſa l ter  may beg in  aga in  on  the   
f i r Day of  the  next  Month en ſu ing.

And whereas  the  CXIX Pſa lm i s  d iv ided into  XII  Port ions ,   
and i s  over  long  to  be  read  at  one  Time;  i t  i s  ſo  ordered,  That  at   
one  t ime al l  not  be  read  above  four  or  f ive  of  the  ſa id  Port ions .

The Minier  al l ,  inead of  reading  f rom the  Pſa l ter  as  d iv ided 
for  Dai ly  Morning  and Evening  Prayer,  may read  one  of  the  Seleions  
ſet  out  by  th i s  Church.  

And,  on  Days  of  Faing  and Thankſg iv ing,  appointed  ei ther  by  
the  Civ i l  or  by  the  Eccleaica l  Authori ty,  the  Minier  may ap-  
point  ſuch Pſa lms  as  he  al l  th ink f i t  in  h i s  Di ſcret ion,  un leſ s  
any  al l  have  been appointed  by  the  Eccleaica l  Authori ty,  in   
a  Ser v ice  ſet  out  for  the  Occaon;  which,  in  that  Caſe ,  al l  be   
u ſed  and no  other.

Proper  P S A L M S  on  c e r ta in  D ays.

CH R IS T M A S-DAY,
Morning.

Pſa lms   19
45
85

Evening.
Pſa lms   89

110
132

AS H-WE DN E S DAY, 6
32
38 

102
130
143

GO OD FR I DAY, 22
40
54

64
88

EASTER-DAY, 2
57

111

113
114
118 

ASCENSION-DAY 8
15
21

24
47

103
WHITSUNDAY, 45

68
104
145  

The Minier  may uſe  one  of  the  Seleions ,  inead of  any  one   
of  the  above  Port ions .

¶ T he



¶ T he  O R D E R  ho w the  R e  of  the  Holy  S cr ipt ure  i ſ  appoint -  
ed  to  b e  read.

T HE Old Teament  i s  appointed  for  the  Fir Leons  at  Morning  
and Evening  Prayer,  ſo  that  the  mo part  thereof  wi l l  be  read  

every  Year  once,  a s  in  the  Calendar  i s  appointed.

 The New Teament  i s  appointed  for  the  Second Leons  at  Morn -
ing  and Evening  Prayer.

And to  know what  Leons  al l  be  read  every  Day,  look for  the   
Day of  the  Month in  the  Calendar  fol lowing,  and there  ye  al l  f ind  
the  Chapter s  that  al l  be  read  for  the  Leons ,  both at  Morning  and 
Evening  Prayer;   except  on ly  the  Movable  Feas ,  which are  not  in   
the  Calendar;  and the  Immovable ,  where  there  i s  a  Blank le f t  in  the   
Column of  Leons;  the  Proper  Leons  for  a l l  which Days  are  to  be  
found in  the  Table  of  Proper  Leons .  

And,  on  Days  of  Faing  and Thankſg iv ing,  the  ſame Rule  i s  to  
obta in  as  in  reading  the  Pſa lms .

And the  ſame Di ſcret ion  of  Choice  i s  a l lowed on Occaons  of  
Eccleaica l  Convent ions  and thoſe  of  Chari table  Col leions .

And Note,  That  whenſoever  Proper  Pſa lms  or  Leons  are  appointed,  
then the  Pſa lms  and Leons  of  ord inary  cour ſe  appointed  in  the  
Pſa l ter  and Calendar  ( i f  they  be  d i f ferent)  al l  be  omit ted  for  that   
Time.

Note  a l ſo,  That  the  Col le,  Epile ,  and Goſpel ,  appointed  for  the  
Sunday,  al l  ſer ve  a l l  the  Week a f ter,  where  i t  i s  not  in  th i s  Book 
otherwi ſe  ordered.
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