
The first (1790) American Book of Common Prayer,
Formatted as the original

This document was created in Adobe InDesign and then converted
into Adobe Acrobat (PDF) files, which is what you are reading
right now. It is intended to appear exactly as the original in
every way. The original text was printed by Hall & Sellers of
Philadelphia in 1790, and is the very first printing of the 1789
Book of Common Prayer.

The font used is HW Caslon’s “Caslon 14", which seems to be a
very good match to the original. The original was printed on
pages about 6-1/2 by 4", or somewhat smaller than half of an 8-
1/2 x 11" sheet of paper. You can enlarge it as desired for
printing using the Adobe Acrobat Reader.

You may redistribute this document electronically provided no fee
is charged and this header remains part of the document. While
every attempt was made to ensure accuracy, certain errors may
exist in the text. Please contact us if any errors are found.

This document was created as a service to the community by
Satucket Software: Web Design & computer consulting for small
business, churches, & non-profits.

Contact:
Charles Wohlers
P. O. Box 227
East Bridgewater, Mass.  02333 USA
chadwohl@satucket.com
http://satucket.com

mailto:chadwohl@satucket.com
http://satucket.com


and  ed  h i s  Blood  fo r  h i s  redempt i on,  ear nely  remember ing  the  b ene f i t s  he  ha th  
thereby,  and  g iv ing  h im  hear t y  thanks  the re fo r,  he  do th  ea t  and  dr ink  the  B ody  
and  Blood  of  our  S av iour  Chr i  prof i tably  to  h i s  ſou l ’s  hea l th,  a l though  he  do   
no t  re c e ive  the  S acrament  wi th  h i s  mouth.

¶  When  the  ck  p erſon  i s  v i ted,  and  re c e iveth  the  Holy  C ommunion  a l l  a t  
one  t ime,  then  the  Min ier,  fo r  more  exped i t i on,  al l  cut  off  the  fo r m  of  the   
Vi ta t i on  a t  the  P ſa lm,  and  go  ra ight  to  the  C ommunion.

¶  In  the  t imes  o f  c ontag i ous  ckneſ s  o r  d i ſea ſe,  when  none  o f  the  Par i  or   
Neighbours  can  b e  go t ten  to  c ommunica te  wi th  the  ck  i n  the i r  houſes,  fo r  fear   
o f  the  i n feion,  upon  ſp e c i a l  reque  of  the  d i ſea ſed,  the  Min ier  a lone  may  
c ommunica te  wi th  h im.

T H E  O R D E R  F OR

T H E  B U R I A L  OF T H E  D E A D.

¶ Here  i s  t o  he  no ted,  tha t  the  Office  en ſu ing  i s  no t  to  he  uſed  fo r  any  
unbapt iz ed  A dul t s,  any  who  d i e  exc ommunica te,  o r  who  have  la i d   
v i olent  hands  upon  themſelves.

¶  T he  Min ier,  me et ing  the  C or pſe  a t  the  ent ranc e  o f  the  Church-yard,  
and  go ing  b e fo re  i t,  e i the r  i n to  the  Church,  o r  to wards  the  Grave,   
al l  ſay,  o r  ng,

Buria l  of  the  D E A D .

I  Am the  reſur reion and the  
l i fe ,  ſa i th  the  Lord:  he  that   

bel ieveth  in  me,  though he  were  
dead,  yet  al l  he  l ive:  and who -
ſoever  l iveth  and bel ieveth  in  me,  
al l  never  d ie .  St.  John  x i .  25.  26.

I  Know that  my redeemer  l iveth,  
and that  he  al l  and at  the  

lat ter  day  upon the  ear th.   And 
though a f ter  my ſk in  worms de-
roy th i s  body,  yet  in  my f le 
al l  I  ſee  God:  whom I  al l  ſee  
for  myſel f,  and mine  eye s  al l  be-
hold,  and not  another.  Job  x ix.  
25,  26,  27.

W E brought  nothing  into  th i s  
world,  and i t  i s  cer ta in  we 

can car ry  nothing  out.  The Lord 
gave,  and the  Lord hath taken a-

1

way;  bleſ ſed  be  the  Name of  the  
Lord.  1  T im .  v i .  7 .  Job  i .  21.
¶ A f te r  they  are  c ome  into  the  Church,  

al l  he  ſa i d  o r  ſ ung  the  fo l lo w -  
ing  Anthem,  taken  f rom  the  39th  
and  40th  Pſa lms.

L Ord, let  me know my end,   
 and the  number  of  my days;    

that  I  may be  cer t i f ied  how long I  
have  to  l ive .

Behold,  thou ha made my days  
as  i t  were  a  ſpan long;  and mine  
age  i s  even  as  nothing  in  reſpe of  
thee;  and veri ly  every  man l iv ing  
i s  a l together  vani ty.

For  man walketh in  a  va in  a-  
dow,  and d i ſquieteth  himſel f  in  
va in;  he  heapeth up r iches ,  and  
cannot  tel l  who al l  gather  them.

And



Buria l  of  the  D E A D .
And now,  Lord,  what  i s  my 

hope?  Truly  my hope  i s  even  in  
thee.

Del iver  me f rom a l l  mine  oen -
ce s;  and make me not  a  rebuke 
unto  the  fool i.

When thou with  rebukes  do 
chaen man for  n,  thou make 
hi s  beauty  to  conſume away,  l ike  
as  i t  were  a  moth f ret t ing  a  gar-
ment:  every  man therefore  i s  but  
vani ty.

Hear  my prayer,  O Lord;  and 
with  th ine  ear s  conder  my ca l l -
ing:  Hold  not  thy  peace  at  my 
tear s :

For  I  am a  ranger  wi th  thee,  
and a  ſojourner;  as  a l l  my fathers  
were.

O ſpare  me a  l i t t le ,  that  I  may 
recover  my rength;  before  I  go  
hence,  and be  no  more  ſeen.

Lord,  thou ha been our  refuge,  
f rom one  generat ion  to  another.

Before  the  mounta ins  were  
brought  for th,  or  ever  the  ear th  
and the  world  were  made,  thou 
ar t  God f rom everlaing,  and  
world  without  end.

Thou turne man to  deruc-
t ion;  aga in  thou ſaye,  Come a-
ga in,  ye  chi ldren  of  men.

For  a  thouſand years  in  thy  ght  
are  but  as  yeerday;  ſeeing  that  i s  
pa as  a  watch in  the  n ight.

As  ſoon as  thou ſcat tere them 
they  are  even  as  aeep;  and fade  
away ſuddenly  l ike  the  g ra ſ s .

In  the  morning  i t  i s  g reen,  and 
g roweth up;  but  in  the  evening  i t  i s  
cut  down,  dried  up,  and withered.

For  we conſume away in  thy  
d i ſplea ſure;  and are  a f ra id  at  thy  
wrathfu l  ind ignat ion.

Thou ha ſet  our  mi ſdeeds  be-
fore  thee;  and our  ſecret  ns  in  
the  l i ght  of  thy  countenance.

For  when thou ar t  angry,  a l l
O

our  days  are  gone;  we bring  our  
year s  to  an  end,  as  i t  were  a  ta le  
that  i s  told .

The days  of  our  age  are  three-
ſcore  year s  and ten;  and though 
men be  ſo  rong that  they  come 
to  four ſcore  year s ;  yet  i s  thei r  
rength then but  labour  and ſor-
row; ſo  ſoon pa ſ ſeth  i t  away,  and 
we are  gone.

So  teach us  to  number  our  days;  
that  we may apply  our  hear t s  unto  
wi ſdom.

Glory  be  to  the  Father;  and to  
the  Son,  and to  the  Holy  Gho;

As i t  was  in  the  beg inning,  i s   
now,  and ever  al l  be,  world  
without  end.  Amen .
¶ T hen  al l  fo l lo w  the  L eon,  taken  

out  o f  the  Fi f te enth  Chapte r  o f  the   
f i r  Epile  o f  S a int  Paul  t o  the  
Corinthians .

1 C or .  xv.  20.

N Ow is  Chri r i ſen  f rom the  
 dead,  and become the  f i r-  

f ru i t s  of  them that  ept.   For  nce  
by  man came death,  by  man came 
a l ſo  the  reſur reion of  the  dead.   
For  as  in  Adam a l l  d ie ,  even  ſo  
in  Chri al l  a l l  be  made a l ive.  
But  every  man in  h i s  own order:  
Chri the  f i r- f ru i t s ;  a f terward 
they  that  are  Chri’s ,  at  h i s  com- 
ing.  Then cometh the  end,  when he  
al l  have  del ivered  up the  King-
dom to  God,  even  the  Father;  
when he  al l  have  put  down a l l  
ru le ,  and a l l  authori ty,  and power.  
For  he  mu reign,  t i l l  he  hath put  
a l l  enemies  under  h i s  feet.   The 
la enemy that  al l  be  deroyed 
i s  death:  for  he  hath put  a l l  th ing s  
under  h i s  feet.   But  when he  ſa i th,  
a l l  th ing s  are  put  under  h im,  i t  i s   
mani fe that  he  i s  excepted  which 
d id  put  a l l  th ing s  under  h im.  And 
when a l l  th ing s  al l  be  ſubdued

unto



unto  him,  then al l  the  Son a l ſo  
h imſel f  be  ſubje unto  h im that  
put  a l l  th ing s  under  h im,  that  
God may be  a l l  in  a l l .   El ſe  what  
al l  they  do  which are  bapt i ſed   
for  the  dead,  i f  the  dead r i ſe  not  
at  a l l ?  why are  they  then bapt i ſed  
for  the  dead?  And why and we 
in  jeopardy every  hour?  I  prote 
by your  rejoicing,  which I  have  in  
Chri Jeſus  our  Lord,  I  d ie  da i -  
ly.   I f  a f ter  the  manner  of  men I  
have  fought  wi th  beas  at  Ephe-
ſus ,  what  advantageth i t  me,  i f  the  
dead r i ſe  not?  let  us  eat  and drink,  
for  to -morrow we d ie .  Be  not   
deceived:  Evi l  communicat ions  
cor rupt  good manners .   Awake 
to  r ighteouſneſ s ,  and n not:  for   
ſome have  not  the  knowledge  of  
God.   I  ſpeak th i s  to  your  ame.  
But  ſome man wi l l  ſay,  How are  
the  dead ra i ſed  up?  and with  what  
body do they come? Thou fool, that  
which thou ſowe i s  not  quick-  
ened, except it  die.  And that which 
thou ſowe,  thou ſowe not  that  
body that  al l  be,  but  bare  g ra in;  
i t  may chance of  wheat,  or  of  ſome 
other  g ra in .   But  God g iveth  i t  a  
body as  i t  hath plea ſed  h im; and 
to  every  ſeed  hi s  own body.   Al l  
f le i s  not  the  ſame f le; but  
there  i s  one  k ind of  f le of  men,   
another  f le of  beas ,  another  of  
f ies ,  and another  of  bi rds .  There  
are al ſo celeial  bodies,  and bodies   
ter reria l :  but  the  glory  of  the  
celeia l  i s  one,  and the  glory  of  
the  ter reria l  i s  another.   There  i s  
one  glory  of  the  ſun,  and another  
glory  of  the  moon,  and another  
glory  of  the  ars:  For  one  ar  d i f -
fereth  f rom another  ar  in  glory.  
So  a l ſo  i s  the  reſur reion of  the  
dead.   I t  i s  ſown in  cor rupt ion,  i t  
i s  rai ſed in incorruption: It  is  ſown 
in  d ionour;  i t  i s  ra i ſed  in  glory:  

i t  i s  ſown in  weakneſ s ,  i t  i s  ra i ſed  
in  power:  I t  i s  ſown a  natura l  bo -
dy;  i t  i s  ra i ſed  a  ſpi r i tua l  body.  
There  i s  a  natura l  body,  and there  
i s  a  ſpi r i tua l  body.   And ſo  i t  i s  
wri t ten,  The f i r man Adam was  
made a  l iv ing  ſou l ,  the  la Adam 
was  made a  quickening  ſpi r i t .  
Howbei t,  that  was  not  f i r which 
i s  ſpi r i tua l ,  but  that  which i s  na-
tura l ;  and a f terward that  which 
i s  ſpi r i tua l .   The f i r man i s  of   
the  ear th,  ear thy:  the  ſecond man 
i s  the  Lord f rom heaven.   As  i s  
the  ear thy,  ſuch are  they  that  are   
ear thy:  and as  i s  the  heavenly,  
ſuch are  they  a l ſo  that  are  heaven -  
ly.   And as  we have  borne  the  
image  of  the  ear thy,  we al l  a l ſo  
bear  the  image  of  the  heaven -  
ly.  Now thi s  I  ſay,  brethren,  that  
f le and blood cannot  inheri t  the  
Kingdom of  God;  nei ther  doth 
cor rupt ion  inheri t  incor rupt ion  
Behold,  I  ow you a  myery:   
We al l  not  a l l  eep,  but  we al l  
a l l  be  changed,  in  a  moment,  in  
the  twinkl ing  of  an  eye,  at  the  
la t rump; for  the  t rumpet  al l  
ſound,  and the  dead al l  be  ra i ſ -
ed  incor rupt ible ,  and we al l  be  
changed.  For  thi s  cor rupt ible  mu  
put  on incor rupt ion,  and thi s  mor-
ta l  mu put  on  immorta l i t y.   So  
when th i s  cor rupt ible  al l  have  
put  on incor rupt ion,  and thi s  mor-
ta l  al l  have  put  on  immorta l i t y,  
then al l  be  brought  to  pa ſ s  the  
ſay ing  that  i s  wri t ten,  Death i s  
ſwal lowed up in  v iory.  O death,  
where  i s  thy  ing?  O grave,  where  
i s  thy  v iory?  The ing  of  death 
i s  n;  and the  rength of  n i s  the  
law.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which 
g iveth  us  the  v iory  through our  
Lord Jeſus  Chri.   Therefore ,  my 
beloved brethren,  be  ye  eadfa,  
unmoveable ,  a lways  abounding  in

the  
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the  work of  the  Lord;  fora ſmuch 
as  ye  know that  your  labour  i s   
not  in  va in  in  the  Lord.

¶ When  they  c ome  to  the  Grave,  
wh i le  the  C or pſe  i s  made  ready  
to  b e  la i d  i nto  the  E ar th,  al l  b e  
ſ ung  o r  ſa i d,

M An, that  i s  born  of  a  woman,  
hath but  a  ort  t ime to   l ive ,  

and i s  fu l l  of  mi ſery.   He cometh 
up,  and i s  cut  down,  l ike  a  f lower;  
he  f leeth  as  i t  were  a  adow,  and 
never  cont inueth in  one  ay.

In  the  mid of  l i fe  we are  in  
death:  Of  whom may we ſeek for  
ſuccour,  but  of  thee,  O Lord,  who 
for  our  ns  ar t  july  d i ſplea ſed?

Yet,  O Lord God mo holy,  
O Lord mo mighty,  O holy  and 
mo merci fu l  Sav iour,  del iver  us  
not  into  the  bi t ter  pa ins  of  eterna l  
death.

Thou knowe,  Lord,  the  ſecret s  
of  our  hear t s ;  ut  not  thy  mer-
ci fu l  ear s  to  our  prayer;  but  ſpare  
us ,  Lord mo holy,  O God mo 
mighty,  O holy  and merci fu l  Sa-
v iour;  thou mo worthy Judge  
eterna l ,  ſuer  us  not  at  our  la 
hour,  for  any  pa ins  of  death,  to  fa l l   
f rom thee.

¶ T hen  whi le  the  E ar th  al l  b e  ca  
upon  the  B ody  by  ſome  and ing  by,  
the  Min ier  al l  ſay,

F Oraſmuch as  i t  hath plea ſed   
 Almighty  God,  in  h i s  wi ſe  

Prov idence,  to  take  out  of  th i s  
world  the  ſou l  of  our  decea ſed  
b rother ,  we  therefore  commit  h i s   
Body to  the  g round;  ear th  to  
ear th,  aes  to  aes ,  du to  du;  
looking  for  the  genera l  Reſur rec-
t ion  in  the  la Day,  and the  l i fe  
of  the  World  to  come,  through 
our  Lord Jeſus  Chri;  at  whoſe  
ſecond coming in  glorious  Maje-

O2

y to  judge  the  World,  the  Earth  
and the  Sea  al l  g ive  up thei r  
Dead;  and the  cor rupt ible  Bodie s  
of  thoſe  who eep in  h im al l  be  
changed,  and made l ike  unto  h i s  
own glorious  Body;  according  to  
the  mighty  working,  whereby he  
i s  able  to  ſubdue  a l l  th ing s  unto  
h imſel f.  

¶ T hen  al l  b e  ſa i d,  o r  ſ ung,

I  Heard a  voice  f rom heaven,  ſay-  
 ing  unto  me,  Wri te ,  From 

hencefor th  bleſ ſed  are  the  dead 
who d ie  in  the  Lord:  even  ſo  ſa i th  
the  Spir i t;  for  they  re f rom thei r  
labours .  R e v.  x iv.  13.
¶ T hen  the  Min ier  al t  ſay  the  

L ord ’s  Prayer.

O Ur Father,  who ar t  in  Hea-
ven,  Hal lowed be  thy  Name;   

Thy Kingdom come;  Thy wi l l  be  
done  on Earth,  as  i t  i s  in  Heaven;  
Give  us  th i s  day  our  da i ly  bread;  
And forg ive  us  our  t reſpa ſ ſe s ,  As  
we forg ive  thoſe  who t reſpa ſ s  a-
ga in us;  And lead  us  not  into  
temptat ion,  but  del iver  us  f rom 
ev i l .  Amen .
¶ T hen  the  Min ier  al t  ſay  one  o r  

la th  of  the  fo l lo wing  Prayers,  a t  
h i s  Di ſc re t i on.

A Lmighty  God,  wi th  whom do 
 l ive  the  ſpi r i t s  of  thoſe  who 

depart  hence  in  the  Lord,  and with  
whom the  ſou l s  of  the  fa i thfu l ,  a f -  
ter  they  are  del ivered  f rom the  
burden of  the  f le,  are  in  joy  
and fel ici t y;  We g ive  thee  hear ty  
thanks  for  the  good example s  of  
a l l  thoſe  thy  ſer vant s ,  who,  hav ing  
f in ied thei r  cour ſe  in  fa i th,  do  
now re f rom thei r  labours .   And 
we beſeech thee,  that  we,  wi th  
a l l  thoſe  who are  depart-ed  in  the  
t rue  fa i th  of  thy  holy  Name,  may 
have  our  per fe conſummation

and
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and bl i ſ s ,  both in  body and ſou l ,  
in  thy  eterna l  and everlaing  glo -  
r y;  through Jeſus  Chri our  Lord.  
Amen .

O  Merci fu l  God,  the  Father  of  
our  Lord Jeſus  Chri,  who i s   

the  reſur reion and the  l i fe ;  in  
whom whoſoever  bel ieveth,  al l  
l ive ,  though he  d ie;  and whoſo -
ever  l iveth,  and bel ieveth  in  h im,  
al l  not  d ie  eterna l ly;  who a l ſo  
hath taught  us ,  by  h i s  holy  A-
pole  Sa int  Paul,  not  to  be  ſor r y,  
a s  men without  hope,  for  thoſe  
who eep in  h im; We humbly  
beſeech thee,  O Father,  to  ra i ſe  
us  f rom the  death of  n unto  the  
l i fe  of  r i ghteouſneſ s ;  that,  when 
we al l  depart  th i s  l i fe ,  we may 

re in  h im; and that,  at  the  gene-
ra l  reſur reion in  the  la day,  we 
may be  found acceptable  in  thy  
ght;  and receive  that  bleſng,  
which thy  wel l -beloved Son al l  
then pro -nounce  to  a l l  who love  
and fear  thee,  ſay ing,  Come,  ye  
bleſ ſed  chi ldren  of  my Father,  re -
ceive  the  k ingdom prepared  for  
you f rom the  beg inning  of  the  
world:  Grant  th i s ,  we beſeech 
thee,  O merci fu l  Father,  through 
Jeſus  Chri,  our  Mediator  and 
Redeemer.  Amen .

T He grace  of  our  Lord Jeſus  
 Chri,  and the  love  of  God,   

and the  fel lowip of  the  Holy  
Gho,  be  with  us  a l l  evermore.   
Amen.

The Churching  of  W O M E N .

The T H A N K S G I V I N G  of  W O M E N  af ter  Chi ld-bi r th:

C ommonly  ca l led,

The C H U R C H I N G  of  W O M E N.

¶ T hi s  S e r v i c e,  o r  the  c onclud ing  Prayer  a lone,  a s  i t  ands  among  the  
O ccaona l  Prayers  and  T hankſg iv ings  i n  th i s  se r v i c e,  may  b e  uſed,  a t  
the  d i ſc re t i on  o f  the  Min ier.

¶  T he  Woman,  a t  the  uſua l  T ime  a f te r  he r  D el iver y,  al l  c ome  into  the  
Church  de c ent ly  apparel led,  and  there  al l  kne el  do wn  in  ſome  c onve -
n i ent  plac e,  a s  ha th  b e en  accuomed,  o r  a s  the  O rd inar y  al l  d i -  
re ct :  And  then  the  Pr i e  al l  ſay  unto  he r,

F Oraſmuch as  i t  hath plea ſed  
Almighty  God,  of  h i s  goodneſ s ,  

to  g ive  you ſa fe  del iverance,  
and to  preſer ve  you in  the  g reat  
danger  of  Chi ld-bi r th;  you al l   
therefore  g ive  hear ty  thanks  unto  
God,  and ſay,
(¶  T hen  al l  the  Miner  ſay  the  

fo l lo wing  Hymn,  taken  f rom  the  
116th  Pſa lm.)

Di lex i ,  quon i am.

I  Am wel l  plea ſed;  that  the  Lord 
hath heard  the  voice  of  my 

prayer;
That  he  hath incl ined  hi s  ear  

unto  me;  Therefore  wi l l  I  ca l l  up-
on him as  long  as  I  l ive .

I  found t rouble  and heav ineſ s ,  
and I  ca l led  upon the  Name of  the

Lord;


