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The  O R D E R   for  the 
 

V I S I T A T I O N   of  the  S I C K .  
 
¶ When any perſon is ſick, notice ſhall be given thereof to the Minister 

of the Pariſh; who, coming into the ſick perſon’s houſe, ſhall ſay, 
 

E A C E  be to this houſe, and to all that dwell in it. 
   

¶ When he cometh into the ſick man’s preſence, he ſhall ſay, knee- 
ling down, 

 
EMEMBER not, Lord, our iniquities, nor the ini-
quities of our forefathers: Spare us, good Lord, ſpare 

thy people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy most 
precious blood; and be not angry with us for ever.  
 Anſw.  Spare us, good Lord. 
   

¶ Then the Minister ſhall ſay, 
 

Let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

U R  Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done in earth, 

as it is in heaven:  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil.  Amen. 
Minister.  O Lord, ſave thy ſervant; 
Anſwer.  Which putteth his trust in thee. 
Minister.  Send him help from thy holy place; 
Anſwer.  And evermore mightily defend him. 
Minister.  Let the enemy have no advantage of him; 
Anſwer.  Nor the wicked approach to hurt him. 
Minister.  Be unto him, O Lord, a strong tower, 
Anſwer.  From the face of his enemy. 
Minister. O Lord, hear our prayers; 
Anſwer.  And let our cry come unto thee. 
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Minister. 
 

Lord, look down from heaven, behold, viſit, and re-
lieve this thy ſervant.  Look upon him with the eyes of 

thy mercy, give him comfort and ſure confidence in thee, 
defend him from the danger of the enemy, and keep him in 
perpetual peace and ſafety; through Jeſus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

E A R  us, Almighty and most merciful God and Sa-
viour; extend thy accustomed goodneſs to this thy 

ſervant who is grieved with ſickneſs:  Sanify, we beſeech 
thee, this thy fatherly correion to him, that the ſenſe of his 
weakneſs may add strength to his faith, and ſeriouſneſs to his 
repentance: that, if it ſhall be thy good pleaſure to restore 
him to his former health, he may lead the reſidue of his life in 
thy fear, and to thy glory: or elſe give him grace ſo to take 
thy viſitation, that after this painful life ended, he may 
dwell with thee in life everlasting; through Jeſus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

¶ Then ſhall the Minister exhort the ſick perſon after this form, or 
other like. 

 
EARLY beloved, know this, that Almighty God is the 
Lord of life and death, and of all things to them 

pertaining, as youth, strength, health, age, weakneſs, and 
ſickneſs.  Wherefore, whatſoever your ſickneſs is, know you 
certainly, that it is God’s viſitation.  And for what cauſe 
ſoever this ſickneſs is ſent unto you; whether it be to try 
your patience, for the example of others, and that your 
faith may be found, in the day of the Lord laudable, glo-
rious, and honourable, to the increaſe of glory and endleſs 
felicity; or elſe it be ſent unto you, to corre and amend in 
you whatſoever doth offend the eyes of your heavenly 
Father; know you certainly, that if you truly repent you of 
your ſins, and bear your ſickneſs patiently, trusting in 
God’s mercy for his dear Son Jeſus Christ’s ſake, and ren-
der unto him humble thanks for his fatherly viſitation, 

O 

H 

D 



T h e   V I S I T A T I O N   of  the  S I C K .  
 
ſubmitting yourſelf wholly unto his will; it ſhall turn to 
your profit, and help you forward in the right way that 
leadeth unto everlasting life. 
 

¶ If the perſon viſited be very ſick, then the Curate may end his Ex-
hortation in this place, or elſe proceed. 

 
A K E  therefore in good part the chastiſement of the 
Lord: For (as Saint Paul ſaith in the twelfth chapter to 

the Hebrews) whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth.  If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with ſons; for what ſon 
is he whom the father chasteneth not?  But if ye be without 
chastiſement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, 
and not ſons.  Furthermore, we have had fathers of our 
fleſh, which correed us, and we gave them reverence: ſhall 
we not much rather be in ſubjeion unto the Father of 
ſpirits, and live?  For they verily for a few days chastened us 
after their own pleaſure; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holineſs.  Theſe words, good 
brother, are written in holy Scripture for our comfort and 
instruion; that we ſhould patiently, and with thankſ-
giving, bear our heavenly Father’s correion, whenſoever 
by any manner of adverſity it ſhall pleaſe his gracious 
goodneſs to viſit us.  And there ſhould be no greater com-
fort to Christian perſons, than to be made like unto Christ, 
by ſuffering patiently adverſities, troubles, and ſickneſſes.  
For he himſelf went not up to joy, but first he ſuffered pain; 
he entered not into his glory, before he was crucified.  So 
truly our way to eternal joy, is to ſuffer here with Christ; 
and our door to enter into eternal life, is gladly to die with 
Christ; that we may riſe again from death, and dwell with 
him in everlasting life.  Now therefore, taking your ſickneſs, 
which is thus profitable for you, patiently; I exhort you, in 
the name of God, to remember the profeſſion which you 
made unto God in your Baptiſm.  And foraſmuch as after 
this life there is an account to be given unto the righteous 
Judge, by whom all must be judged without reſpe of 
perſons, I require you to examine yourſelf and your estate, 
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both toward God and man; ſo that accuſing and condem-
ning yourſelf for your own faults, you may find mercy at 
our heavenly Father’s hand for Christ’s ſake, and not be 
accuſed and condemned in that fearful judgement.  There-
fore I ſhall rehearſe to you the Articles of our Faith, that 
you may know whether you do believe as a Christian man 
ſhould, or no. 
 
¶ Here the Minister ſhall rehearſe the Articles of the Faith, ſaying thus; 
 

O S T  thou believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth? 

 And in Jeſus Christ his only-begotten Son our Lord?  
And that he was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary; that he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; that he went down into hell, 
and alſo did riſe again the third day; that he aſcended into 
heaven, and ſitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; and from thence ſhall come again at the end of 
the world, to judge the quick and the dead? 
 And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Ca-
tholick Church; the Communion of Saints; the Remiſſion 
of ſins; the Reſurreion of the fleſh; and everlasting Life 
after death?  

¶ The ſick perſon ſhall anſwer, 
 

All this I stedfastly believe. 
 
¶ Then ſhall the Minister examine whether he repent him truly of his 

ſins, and be in charity with all the world; exhorting him to forgive, 
from the bottom of his heart. all perſons that have offended him; 
and if he have offended any other, to aſk them forgiveneſs; and 
where he hath done injury or wrong to any man, that he make 
amends to the uttermost of his power.  And if he have not before 
diſpoſed of his goods, let him then be admoniſhed to make his Will, 
and to declare his debts, what he oweth, and what is owing unto 
him; for the better diſcharging of his conſcience, and the quietneſs 
of his Executors.  But men ſhould often be put in remembrance to 
take order for the ſettling of their temporal estates whilst they are in 
health. 
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¶ Theſe words before rehearſed, may be ſaid before the Minister begin 

his Prayer, as he ſhall ſee cauſe.   
¶ The Minister ſhould not omit earnestly to move ſuch ſick perſons as 

are of ability to be liberal to the Poor.   
¶ Here ſhall the ſick perſon be moved to make a ſpecial Confeſſion of 

his ſins, if he feel his conſcience troubled with any weighty matter.  
After which Confeſſion, the Priest ſhall abſolve him (if he humbly 
and heartily deſire it) after this ſort: 

U R  Lord Jeſus Christ, who hath left power to his 
Church to abſolve all ſinners who truly repent and be-

lieve in him, of his great mercy forgive thee thine offences: 
And by his authority committed to me, I abſolve thee from 
all thy ſins, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
   

¶ And then the Priest ſhall ſay the Colle following. 
 

Let us pray.  
Most merciful God, who, according to the multitude 
of thy mercies, dost ſo put away the ſins of thoſe who 

truly repent, that thou rememberest them no more: Open 
thine eye of mercy upon this thy ſervant, who most earnest-
ly deſireth pardon and forgiveneſs.  Renew in him, most 
loving Father, whatſoever hath been decayed by the fraud 
and malice of the devil, or by his own carnal will and frail-
neſs; preſerve and continue this ſick member in the unity of 
the Church; conſider his contrition, accept his tears, aſſwage 
his pain, as ſhall ſeem to thee most expedient for him.  And 
foraſmuch as he putteth his full trust only in thy mercy, im-
pute not unto him his former ſins, but strengthen him with 
thy bleſſed Spirit; and, when thou art pleaſed to take him 
hence, take him unto thy favour, through the merits of thy 
most dearly beloved Son Jeſus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
   

¶ Then ſhall the Minister ſay this Pſalm.  
P S A L . 71.   In te, Domine, ſperavi.  

N thee, O Lord, have I put my trust; let me never be put 
to confuſion: but rid me, and deliver me in thy righte-

ouſneſs; incline thine ear unto me, and ſave me. 
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 Be thou my strong hold, whereunto I may alway reſort: 
thou hast promiſed to help me; for thou art my houſe of 
defence, and my castle. 
 Deliver me, 0 my God, out of the hand of the ungodly: 
out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man. 
 For thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I long for: 
thou art my hope, even from my youth. 
 Through thee have I been holden up ever ſince I was 
born: thou art he that took me out of my mother’s womb; 
my praiſe ſhall alway be of thee. 
 I am become as it were a monster unto many: but my 
ſure trust is in thee. 
 O let my mouth be filled with thy praiſe: that I may ſing 
of thy glory and honour all the day long 
 Cast me not away in the time of age: forſake me not 
when my strength faileth me. 
 For mine enemies ſpeak against me, and they that lay 
wait for my ſoul take their counſel together, ſaying: God 
hath forſaken him, perſecute him, and take him; for there is 
none to deliver him. 
 Go not far from me, O God: my God, haste thee to 
help me. 
 Let them be confounded and periſh that are against my 
ſoul: let them be covered with ſhame and diſhonour, that 
ſeek to do me evil. 
 As for me, I will patiently abide alway: and will praiſe 
thee more and more. 
 My mouth ſhall daily ſpeak of thy righteouſneſs and 
ſalvation: for I know no end thereof. 
 I will go forth in the strength of the Lord God: and will 
make mention of thy righteouſneſs only. 
 Thou, O God, hast taught me from my youth up until 
now: therefore will I tell of thy wondrous works. 
 Forſake me not, O God, in mine old age, when I am gray-
headed : until I have ſhewed thy strength unto this genera-
tion, and thy power to all them that are yet for to come. 
 Thy righteouſneſs, O God, is very high, and great things 
are they that thou hast done: O God, who is like unto thee? 
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 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy 
Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be: 
world without end.  Amen. 
   

¶ Adding this.  
 Saviour of the world, who by thy Croſs and precious 
Blood hast redeemed us: Save us, and help us, we 

humbly beſeech thee, O Lord. 
   

¶ Then ſhall the Minister ſay,  
H E  Almighty Lord, who is a most strong tower to all 
them that put their trust in him, to whom all things in 

heaven, in earth, and under the earth, do bow and obey; be 
now and evermore thy defence; and make thee know and 
feel, that there is none other Name under heaven given to 
man, in whom, and through whom thou mayest receive 
health and ſalvation, but only the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Christ.  Amen. 
   

¶ And after that ſhall ſay,  
NTO God’s gracious mercy and proteion we com-
mit thee.  The Lord bleſs thee and keep thee:  The 

Lord make his face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee; The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace, both now and evermore.  Amen. 
 
 

A Prayer for a ſick Child. 
 

Almighty God, and merciful Father, to whom alone 
belong the iſſues of life and death: Look down from 

heaven, we humbly beſeech thee, with the eyes of mercy 
upon this Child now lying upon the bed of ſickneſs.  Viſit 
him, O Lord, with thy ſalvation; deliver him in thy good 
appointed time from his bodily pain, and ſave his ſoul for 
thy mercies ſake: that, if it ſhall be thy pleaſure to prolong 
his days here on earth, he may live to thee, and be an instru-
ment of thy glory, by ſerving thee faithfully, and doing 
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good in his generation; or elſe receive him into thoſe hea-
venly habitations, where the ſouls of them that ſleep in the 
Lord Jeſus, enjoy perpetual rest and felicity.  Grant this, O 
Lord, for thy mercies ſake, in the ſame thy Son our Lord 
Jeſus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 
   

A Prayer for a ſick perſon, when there appeareth ſmall hope of 
recovery.  

Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, our only 
help in time of need: We fly unto thee for ſuccour in 

behalf of this thy ſervant, here lying under thy hand in 
great weakneſs of body.  Look graciouſly upon him, O 
Lord; and the more the outward man decayeth, strengthen 
him, we beſeech thee, ſo much the more continually with 
thy grace and Holy Spirit in the inner man.  Give him 
unfeigned repentance for all the errors of his life past, and 
stedfast faith in thy Son Jeſus; that his ſins may be done 
away by thy mercy, and his pardon ſealed in heaven, before 
he go hence, and be no more ſeen.  We know, O Lord, that 
there is no word impoſſible with thee; and that, if thou 
wilt, thou canst even yet raiſe him up, and grant him a longer 
continuance amongst us: Yet, foraſmuch as in all appear-
ance the time of his diſſolution draweth near, ſo fit and 
prepare him, we beſeech thee, against the hour of death, 
that after his departure hence in peace, and in thy favour, 
his ſoul may be received into thine everlasting kingdom, 
through the merits and mediation of Jeſus Christ, thine 
only Son, our Lord and Saviour.  Amen. 
   

A commendatory Prayer for a ſick perſon at the point of departure. 
   

Almighty God, with whom do live the ſpirits of just 
men made perfe, after they are delivered from their 

earthly priſons; We humbly commend the ſoul of this thy 
ſervant, our dear brother, into thy hands, as into the hands 
of a faithful Creator, and most merciful Saviour; most hum-
bly beſeeching thee that it may be precious in thy ſight.  
Waſh it, we pray thee, in the blood of that immaculate 
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Lamb, that was ſlain to take away the ſins of the world; that 
whatſoever defilements it may have contraed in the midst 
of this miſerable and naughty world, through the lusts of 
the fleſh or the wiles of Satan, being purged and done 
away, it may be preſented pure and without ſpot before 
thee.  And teach us who ſurvive, in this and other like daily 
ſpeacles of mortality, to ſee how frail and uncertain our 
own condition is; and ſo to number our days, that we may 
ſeriouſly apply our hearts to that holy and heavenly wiſ-
dom, whilst we live here, which may in the end bring us to 
life everlasting, through the merits of Jeſus Christ, thine 
only Son our Lord.  Amen. 
   

¶ A Prayer for perſons troubled in mind or in conſcience. 
 

Blessed Lord, the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comforts; We beſeech thee, look down in pity and 

compaſſion upon this thy afflied ſervant.  Thou writest 
bitter things against him, and makest him to poſſeſs his for-
mer iniquities; thy wrath lieth hard upon him, and his ſoul is 
full of trouble: But, O merciful God, who hast written thy 
holy Word for our learning, that we, through patience and 
comfort of thy holy Scriptures, might have hope; give him a 
right understanding of himſelf, and of thy threats and pro-
miſes; that he may neither cast away his confidence in thee, 
nor place it any where but in thee.  Give him strength 
against all his temptations, and heal all his distempers.  
Break not the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax.  
Shut not up thy tender mercies in diſpleaſure; but make him 
to bear of joy and gladneſs, that the bones which thou hast 
broken may rejoice.  Deliver him from fear of the enemy, 
and lift up the light of thy countenance upon him, and give 
him peace, through the merits and mediation of Jeſus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
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¶ Foraſmuch as all mortal men be ſubje to many ſudden perils, diſ-

eaſes, and ſickneſſes, and ever uncertain what time they ſhalt 
depart out of this life; therefore, to the intent they may be always in 
a readineſs to die, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God to call 
them, the Curates ſhall diligently from time to time (but eſpecially 
in the time of Pestilence, or other infeious Sickneſs) exhort their 
Pariſhioners to the often receiving of the holy Communion of the 
Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ, when it ſhall be publickly 
administered in the Church; that ſo doing, they may, in caſe of ſud-
den viſitation, have the leſs cauſe to be diſquieted for lack of the 
ſame.  But if the ſick perſon be not able to come to the Church, and 
he is deſirous to receive the Communion in his houſe; then he must 
give timely notice to the Curate, ſignifying alſo how many there are 
to communicate with him, (which ſhall be three, or two at the 
least;) and having a convenient place in the ſick man’s houſe with 
all things neceſſary ſo prepared, that the Curate may reverently 
minister; he ſhall there celebrate the holy Communion, beginning 
with the Colle, Epistle, and Goſpel here following. 

 
The Colle.  

L M I G H T Y  everliving God, Maker of mankind, who 
dost corre thoſe whom thou dost love, and chastiſe 

every one whom thou dost receive;  We beſeech thee to 
have mercy upon this thy ſervant, viſited with thine hand; 
and to grant that he may take his ſickneſs patiently, and re-
cover his bodily health, if it be thy gracious will; and when-
ſoever his ſoul ſhall depart from the body, it may be without 
ſpot preſented unto thee; through Jeſus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

The Epistle.  H E B . 12. 5.  
Y ſon, deſpiſe not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him.  For whom 

the Lord loveth he chasteneth; and ſcourgeth every ſon 
whom he receiveth. 
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The Gospel.  S. J O H N  5. 24. 
 

E R I L Y , verily I ſay unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath ever-

lasting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation; but is 
paſſed from death unto life. 
 
¶ After which, the Priest ſhall proceed according to the Form before 

preſcribed for the holy Communion, beginning at theſe words [Ye 
that do truly repent, &c.] 

 
¶ At the time of the distribution of the holy Sacrament, the Priest ſhall 

first receive the Communion himſelf, and after minister unto them 
that are appointed to communicate with the ſick, and last of all to 
the ſick perſon. 

 
¶ But if a man, either by reaſon of extremity of ſickneſs, or for want of 

warning in due time to the Curate, or for lack of company to 
receive with him, or by any other just impediment, do not receive 
the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood; the Curate ſhall 
instru him, That if he do truly repent him of his ſins, and sted-
fastly believe that Jeſus Christ hath ſuffered death upon the Croſs 
for him, and ſhed his Blood for his redemption; earnestly remembe-
ring the benefits he hath thereby, and giving him hearty thanks 
therefore; he doth eat and drink the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour Christ profitably to his ſoul's health, although he do not 
receive the Sacrament with his mouth. 

   
¶ When the ſick perſon is viſited and receiveth the holy Communion 

all at one time, then the Priest, for more expedition, ſhall cut off the 
form of the Viſitation at the Pſalm [In thee, 0 Lord, have I 
put my trust, &c.] and go straight to the Communion. 

 
¶ In the time of the Plague, Sweat, or ſuch other like contagious times 

of ſickneſs or diſeaſes, when none of the Pariſh or Neighbours can 
be gotten to communicate with the ſick in their houſes, for fear of 
the infeion, upon ſpecial request of the diſeaſed, the Minister may 
only communicate with him. 
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