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The ORDER for the
VISITATION of the SICK.

§ When any perfon is fick, notice [hall be given thereof to the Minifter
of the Parifh; who, coming into the fick perfon’s houfe, [hall [ay,

P EACE be to this houfe, and to all that dwell in it.

§ When he cometh into the fick man’s prefence, he fhall [ay, knee-
ling down,

REMEMBER not, Lord, our iniquities, nor the ini-
quities of our forefathers: Spare us, good Lord, fpare
thy people, whom thou haft redeemed with thy moft
precious blood; and be not angry with us for ever.

Anfw. Spare us, good Lord.

A\ Then the Minifter fhall [ay,

Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Chrift, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

O UR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done in earth,

as it is in heaven: Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trefpafles, as we forgive them that trefpafs
againft us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us
from evil. Amen.
Minifter. O Lord, fave thy fervant;
Anfwer. Which putteth his truft in thee.
Minifter. Send him help from thy holy place;
Anfwer. And evermore mightily defend Aim.
Minifter. Let the enemy have no advantage of him;
Anfwer. Nor the wicked approach to hurt him.
Minyfter. Be unto him, O Lord, a ftrong tower,
Anfwer. From the face of his enemy.
Minifter. O Lord, hear our prayers;
Anfwer. And let our cry come unto thee.

The VISITATION of the SICK.
Minifler.

O Lord, look down from heaven, behold, vifit, and re-
lieve this thy fervant. Look upon him with the eyes of
thy mercy, give him comfort and f{ure confidence in thee,
defend /Aim from the danger of the enemy, and keep /Aim in
perpetual peace and fafety; through Jefus Chrift our Lord.

Amen.

H EAR us, Almighty and moft merciful God and Sa-
viour; extend thy accuftomed goodnefs to this thy
fervant who is grieved with ficknefs: Sanctify, we befeech
thee, this thy fatherly correction to /him, that the fenfe of Ais
weaknefs may add ftrength to /is faith, and ferioufnefs to Ais
repentance: that, if it fhall be thy good pleafure to reftore
him to his former health, se may lead the refidue of 4is life in
thy fear, and to thy glory: or elfe give hum grace fo to take
thy vifitation, that after this painful life ended, /e may
dwell with thee in life everlafting; through Jefus Chrift our
Lord. Amen.

q Tkenﬁdll the Minifter exhort the fick perfon after this form, or
other like.

D EARLY beloved, know this, that Almighty God is the
Lord of life and death, and of all things to them
pertaining, as youth, ftrength, health, age, weaknefs, and
ficknefs. Wherefore, whatfoever your ficknefs is, know you
certainly, that it is God’s vifitation. And for what caufe
foever this ficknefs is fent unto you; whether it be to try
your patience, for the example of others, and that your
faith may be found, in the day of the Lord laudable, glo-
rious, and honourable, to the increafe of glory and endlefs
felicity; or elfe it be fent unto you, to correct and amend in
you whatfoever doth offend the eyes of your heavenly
Father; know you certainly, that if you truly repent you of
your {ins, and bear your f{icknefs patiently, trufting in
God’s mercy for his dear Son Jefus Chrift’s {ake, and ren-
der unto him humble thanks for his fatherly vifitation,



The VISITATION of the SICK.

fubmitting yourfelf wholly unto his will; it fhall turn to
your profit, and help you forward in the right way that
leadeth unto everlafting life.

G If the perfon vifited be very fick, then the Curate may end his Ex-
hortation in this place, or elfe proceed.

T AKE therefore in good part the chaftifement of the
Lord: For (as Saint Paul faith in the twelfth chapter to
the Hebrews) whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, and
{courgeth every fon whom he receiveth. If ye endure
chaftening, God dealeth with you as with fons; for what fon
is he whom the father chafteneth not? But if ye be without
chaftifement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye baftards,
and not {ons. Furthermore, we have had fathers of our
fleth, which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: fhall
we not much rather be in fubjection unto the Father of
{pirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chaftened us
after their own pleafure; but he for our profit, that we
might be partakers of his holinefs. Thefe words, good
brother, are written in holy Scripture for our comfort and
inftruction; that we fhould patiently, and with thankf{-
giving, bear our heavenly Father’s correction, whenfoever
by any manner of adverfity it fhall pleafe his gracious
goodnefs to vifit us. And there fhould be no greater com-
fort to Chriftian perfons, than to be made like unto Chrift,
by fuffering patiently adverfities, troubles, and ficknefles.
For he himfelf went not up to joy, but firft he fuffered pain;
he entered not into his glory, before he was crucified. So
truly our way to eternal joy, is to fuffer here with Chrift;
and our door to enter into eternal life, is gladly to die with
Chrift; that we may rife again from death, and dwell with
him in everlafting life. Now therefore, taking your ficknefs,
which is thus profitable for you, patiently; I exhort you, in
the name of God, to remember the profeffion which you
made unto God in your Baptifm. And forafmuch as after
this life there is an account to be given unto the righteous
Judge, by whom all muft be judged without refpect of

perfons, I require you to examine yourfelf and your eftate,
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both toward God and man; fo that accufing and condem-
ning yourfelf for your own faults, you may find mercy at
our heavenly Father’s hand for Chrift’s fake, and not be
accufed and condemned in that fearful judgement. There-
fore I fhall rehearfe to you the Articles of our Faith, that
you may know whether you do believe as a Chriftian man
thould, or no.

9§ Here the Minifler [hall rehearfe the Articles of the Faith, faying thus;

OST thou believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth?

And in Jefus Chrift his only-begotten Son our Lord?
And that he was conceived by the Holy Ghoft, born of the
Virgin Mary; that he fuffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; that he went down into hell,
and alfo did rife again the third day; that he afcended into
heaven, and fitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; and from thence fhall come again at the end of
the world, to judge the quick and the dead?

And doft thou believe in the Holy Ghoft; the holy Ca-
tholick Church; the Communion of Saints; the Remiflion
of fins; the Refurrection of the flefh; and everlafting Life
after death?

9§ The fick perfon hall anfwer,
All this I ftedfaftly believe.

A Then fhall the Minifter examine whether he repent him truly of his

Jins, and be in charity with all the world; exhorting him to forgive,
Sfrom the bottom of his heart. all perfons that have offended him;
and if he have offended any other, to afk them forgivenefs; and
where he hath done injury or wrong to any man, that he make
amends to the uttermoft of his power. And if he have not before
difpofed of his goods, let him then be admonifhed to make his Will,
and to declare his debts, what he oweth, and what is owing unto
him; for the better difcharging of his confcience, and the quietnefs
of his Executors. But men [hould often be put in remembrance to
take order for the [ettling of their temporal eftates whilft they are in
health.
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. Thefe words before rehearfed, may be [aid before the Minifler begin
his Prayer, as he fhall fee caufe.

9 The Minifler [hould not omit earneftly to move fuch fick perfons as
are of ability to be liberal to the Poor.

9§ Here fhall the fick perfon be moved to make a_[pecial Confeffion of
his fins, if he feel his confcience troubled with any weighty matter.
After which Confeffion, the Prieft [hall abfolve him (if he humbly
and heartily defire it) after this Jort:

O UR Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath left power to his

Church to abfolve all finners who truly repent and be-
lieve in him, of his great mercy forgive thee thine offences:

And by his authority committed to me, I abfolve thee from

all thy fins, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and

of the Holy Ghoft. Amen.

N And then the Prieft [hall fay the Collefl following.

Let us pray.

O Most merciful God, who, according to the multitude

of thy mercies, doft fo put away the {ins of thofe who
truly repent, that thou remembereft them no more: Open
thine eye of mercy upon this thy fervant, who moft earneft-
ly defireth pardon and forgivenefs. Renew in /um, moft
loving Father, whatfoever hath been decayed by the fraud
and malice of the devil, or by /is own carnal will and frail-
nefs; preferve and continue this fick member in the unity of
the Church; confider /is contrition, accept /Ais tears, aflwage
his pain, as fhall feem to thee moft expedient for Aim. And
forafmuch as /e putteth Ais full truft only in thy mercy, im-
pute not unto /um his former fins, but ftrengthen /Aim with
thy bleffed Spirit; and, when thou art pleafed to take Aim
hence, take Aim unto thy favour, through the merits of thy

moft dearly beloved Son Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen.
8 Then fhall the Minifter [ay this Plalm.

PSAL. 71. In te, Domine, [peravi.

I N thee, O Lord, have I put my truft; let me never be put
to confufion: but rid me, and deliver me in thy righte-
oulnefs; incline thine ear unto me, and {ave me.
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Be thou my ftrong hold, whereunto I may alway refort:
thou haft promifed to help me; for thou art my houfe of
defence, and my caftle.

Deliver me, o my God, out of the hand of the ungodly:
out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.

For thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I long for:
thou art my hope, even from my youth.

Through thee have I been holden up ever fince I was
born: thou art he that took me out of my mother’s womb;
my praife fhall alway be of thee.

I am become as it were a monfter unto many: but my
{ure truft is in thee.

O let my mouth be filled with thy praife: that I may {ing
of thy glory and honour all the day long

Caft me not away in the time of age: forfake me not
when my ftrength faileth me.

For mine enemies {peak againft me, and they that lay
wait for my foul take their counfel together, faying: God
hath forfaken him, perfecute him, and take him; for there is
none to deliver him.

Go not far from me, O God: my God, hafte thee to
help me.

Let them be confounded and perifh that are againft my
foul: let them be covered with tThame and difhonour, that
feek to do me evil.

As for me, I will patiently abide alway: and will praife
thee more and more.

My mouth fhall daily fpeak of thy righteoufnefs and
falvation: for I know no end thereof.

I will go forth in the ftrength of the Lord God: and will
make mention of thy righteoufnefs only.

Thou, O God, haft taught me from my youth up until
now: therefore will I tell of thy wondrous works.

Forfake me not, O God, in mine old age, when I am gray-
headed : until I have thewed thy ftrength unto this genera-
tion, and thy power to all them that are yet for to come.

Thy righteoufnefs, O God, is very high, and great things
are they that thou haft done: O God, who is like unto thee?



The VISITATION of the SICK.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy
Ghott;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever fhall be:
world without end. Amen.

N Adding this.
Saviour of the world, who by thy Crofs and precious

Blood haft redeemed us: Save us, and help us, we

humbly befeech thee, O Lord.

A\ Then fhall the Minifter [ay,

T HE Almighty Lord, who is a moft ftrong tower to all
them that put their truft in him, to whom all things in
heaven, in earth, and under the earth, do bow and obey; be
now and evermore thy defence; and make thee know and
feel, that there is none other Name under heaven given to
man, in whom, and through whom thou mayeft receive
health and falvation, but only the Name of our Lord Jefus
Chrift. Amen.

W And after that fhall [ay,

U NTO God’s gracious mercy and protection we com-
mit thee. The Lord blefs thee and keep thee: The
Lord make his face to fthine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee; The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee,
and give thee peace, both now and evermore. Amen.

A Prayer for a fick Child.

O Almighty God, and merciful Father, to whom alone
belong the iffues of life and death: Look down from
heaven, we humbly befeech thee, with the eyes of mercy
upon this Child now lying upon the bed of ficknefs. Vifit
him, O Lord, with thy falvation; deliver fim in thy good
appointed time from Ais bodily pain, and fave /s foul for
thy mercies fake: that, if it fhall be thy pleafure to prolong
his days here on earth, ¢ may live to thee, and be an inftru-

ment of thy glory, by ferving thee faithfully, and doing
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good in /is generation; or elfe receive him into thofe hea-
venly habitations, where the fouls of them that fleep in the
Lord Jefus, enjoy perpetual reft and felicity. Grant this, O
Lord, for thy mercies fake, in the fame thy Son our Lord
Jefus Chrift, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Ghott, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer for a fick perfon, when there appeareth fmall hope of

recovery.

Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, our only

help in time of need: We fly unto thee for fuccour in
behalf of this thy fervant, here lying under thy hand in
great weaknefs of body. Look gracioufly upon him, O
Lord; and the more the outward man decayeth, ftrengthen
him, we befeech thee, {fo much the more continually with
thy grace and Holy Spirit in the inner man. Give him
unfeigned repentance for all the errors of his life paft, and
ftedfaft faith in thy Son Jefus; that /is {ins may be done
away by thy mercy, and /is pardon fealed in heaven, before
he go hence, and be no more feen. We know, O Lord, that
there is no word impoflible with thee; and that, if thou
wilt, thou canft even yet raife 2im up, and grant kim a longer
continuance amongft us: Yet, foraflmuch as in all appear-
ance the time of his diffolution draweth near, fo fit and
prepare him, we befeech thee, againft the hour of death,
that after /s departure hence in peace, and in thy favour,
his foul may be received into thine everlafting kingdom,
through the merits and mediation of Jefus Chrift, thine
only Son, our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

A commendatory Prayer for a fick perfon at the point of departure.
O Almighty God, with whom do live the {pirits of juft

men made perfect, after they are delivered from their
carthly prifons; We humbly commend the foul of this thy
fervant, our dear brother, into thy hands, as into the hands
of a faithful Creator, and moft merciful Saviour; moft hum-
bly befeeching thee that it may be precious in thy fight.
Wafh it, we pray thee, in the blood of that immaculate
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Lamb, that was {lain to take away the fins of the world; that
whatfoever defilements it may have contracted in the midft
of this miferable and naughty world, through the lufts of
the fleth or the wiles of Satan, being purged and done
away, it may be prefented pure and without {pot before
thee. And teach us who f{urvive, in this and other like daily
{pectacles of mortality, to fee how frail and uncertain our
own condition is; and {o to number our days, that we may
{erioufly apply our hearts to that holy and heavenly wif-
dom, whilft we live here, which may in the end bring us to
life everlafting, through the merits of Jefus Chrift, thine
only Son our Lord. Amen.

N A Prayer for perfons troubled in mind or in confcience.

Blessed Lord, the Father of mercies, and the God of

all comforts; We befeech thee, look down in pity and
compallion upon this thy afflicted fervant. Thou writeft
bitter things againft 4im, and makeft sum to poflefs kis for-
mer iniquities; thy wrath lieth hard upon #im, and /is foul is
full of trouble: But, O merciful God, who haft written thy
holy Word for our learning, that we, through patience and
comfort of thy holy Scriptures, might have hope; give him a
right underftanding of fim/elf, and of thy threats and pro-
mifes; that se may neither caft away his confidence in thee,
nor place it any where but in thee. Give /fim ftrength
againft all /4is temptations, and heal all his diftempers.
Break not the bruifed reed, nor quench the fmoking flax.
Shut not up thy tender mercies in difpleafure; but make Aim
to bear of joy and gladnefs, that the bones which thou haft
broken may rejoice. Deliver Aim from fear of the cnemy,
and lift up the light of thy countenance upon /im, and give
him peace, through the merits and mediation of Jefus Chrift
our Lord. Amen.

THE
COMMUNION of the SICK.

N Forafmuch as all mortal men be fubject to many fudden perils, dif-
eafes, and [ickne[les, and ever uncertain what time they ﬂzalt
depart out of this life; therefore, to the intent they may be always in
a readinefs to die, whenfoever it [hall pleafe Almighty God to call
them, the Curates [hall diligently from time to time (but ¢fpecially
in the time of Peflilence, or other infectious Sicknefs) exhort their
Parifhioners to the often receiving of the holy Communion of the
Body and Blood of our Saviour Chrift, when it [hall be publickly
adminiftered in the Church; that fo doing, they may, in cafe of fud-
den vifitation, have the lefs caufe to be difguieted for lack of the
Jame. But if the [ick perfon be not able to come to the Church, and
he is defirous to receive the Communion in his houfe; then he muft
give timely notice to the Curate, fignifying alfo how many there are
to communicate with him, (which [hall be three, or two at the
leaft;) and having a convenient place in the fick man’s houfe with
all things neceflary fo prepared, that the Curate may reverently
minifter; he [hall there celebrate the holy Communion, beginning
with the Collect, Epiftle, and Gofpel here following.

The Collect.

LMIGHTY everliving God, Maker of mankind, who

doft corre¢t thofe whom thou doft love, and chaftife
every one whom thou doft receive; We befeech thee to
have mercy upon this thy fervant, vifited with thine hand;
and to grant that se may take /is {icknefs patiently, and re-
cover fis bodily health, if it be thy gracious will; and when-
{foever his foul thall depart from the body, it may be without
{pot prefented unto thee; through Jefus Chrift our Lord.

Amen.

The Epistle. HEB. 12. 5.

M Y fon, defpife not thou the chaftening of the Lord,
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. For whom
the Lord loveth he chafteneth; and {courgeth every fon
whom he receiveth.
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The Gospel. S. JOHN 5. 24.

V ERILY, verily I fay unto you, He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that {ent me, hath ever-
lafting life, and fhall not come into condemnation; but is
palled from death unto life.

G After which, the Prieft fhall proceed according to the Form before
preferibed for the holy Communion, beginning at thefe words [Ye
that do truly repent, &c.]

WAt the time of the diftribution of the holy Sacrament, the Prieft fhall
Sfirft receive the Communion himfelf, and after minifter unto them
that are appointed to communicate with the fick, and laft of all to

the fick perfon.
N But if a man, cither by reafon of extremity of ficknefs, or for want of

warning in due time to the Curate, or for lack of company to
receive with him, or by any other juft impediment, do not receive
the Sacrament of Chrift’s Body and Blood; the Curate [hall
inflruct him, That if he do truly repent him of his_fins, and fled-
Sfaftly believe that Fefus Chrift hath [uffered death upon the Crofs
for him, and [hed his Blood for his redemptzon earneftly remembe-
ring the benefits he hath thereby, and giving him hearty thanks
therefore; he doth eat and drink the Body and Blood of our
Saviour Chrift profitably to his foul's health, although he do not
receive the Sacrament with his mouth.

§ When the fick perfon is vifited and receiveth the holy Communion
all at one time, then the Prieft, for more expedition, [hall cut off the
Sform of the Vifitation at the Plalm [In thee, o Lord, have I
put my truft, &c.] and go firaight to the Communion.

G In the time of the Plague, Sweat, or fuch other like contagious times
of ficknefs or difeafes, when none of the Parifh or Neighbours can
be gotten to communicate with the fick in their houfes, for fear of
the infection, upon [pecial requeft of the difeafed, the Minifter may

only communicate with him.



