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A FO R M of PRAYER with FASTING, to be 
uſed yearly upon the Thirtieth Day of January, 
being the Day of the Martyrdom of the Bleſſed 
King C H A R L E S  the First; to implore the Mer-
cy of God, that neither the Guilt of that ſacred 
and innocent Blood, nor thoſe other ſins, by 
which God was provoked to deliver up both us 
and our King into the hands of cruel and unrea-
ſonable men, may at any time hereafter be viſited 
upon us, or our posterity. 

 
¶ If this Day ſhall happen to be a Sunday, this Form of Prayer ſhall 

be uſed, and the Fast kept, the next Day following.  And upon the 
Lord’s Day next before the Day to be kept, at Morning Prayer, 
immediately after the Nicene Creed, Notice ſhall be given for the 
due obſervation of the ſaid Day.  

¶ The Service of the Day ſhall be the ſame with the uſual Office for 
Holy-days in all things; except where it is in this Office otherwiſe 
appointed.  
The Order for M O R N I N G  P R A Y E R. 

 
¶ He that ministereth, ſhall begin with one or more of theſe Sentences. 
 

O the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveneſſes, 
though we have rebelled against him: neither have we 

obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws 
which he ſet before us.  Dan. 9. 9, 10. 
 Corre us, O Lord, but with judgement: not in thine 
anger, lest thou bring us to nothing.  Jer. 10. 24. 
 Enter not into judgement with thy ſervants, O Lord: for 
in thy ſight ſhall no man living be justified.  Pſal. 143. 2.   
¶ Instead of Venite Exultemus, the Hymn following ſhall be ſaid 

or ſung; one Verſe by the Priest, another by the Clerk and people.  
I G H T E O U S  art thou, O Lord: and just are thy 
judgements.  Pſal. 119. 137. 

 Thou art just, O Lord, in all that is brought upon us: for thou 
hast done right, but we have done wickedly.  Neh. ix. 33. 
 Nevertheleſs, our feet were almost gone: our treadings 
had well-nigh ſlipped.  Pſal. 73. 2. 
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 For why? we were grieved at the wicked: we did alſo ſee the un-
godly in ſuch proſperity.  ver. 3. 
 The people stood up, and the rulers took counſel toge-
ther: against the Lord, and against his Anointed.  Pſal. 2. 2. 
 They cast their heads together with one conſent: and were confede-
rate against him. Pſal. 3. 5. 
 He heard the blaſphemy of the multitude, and fear was 
on every ſide: while they conſpired together against him, to 
take away his life.  Pſal. 31. 15. 
 They ſpoke against him with falſe tongues, and compaſſed him 
about with words of hatred: and fought against him without a cauſe. 
Pſal. 109. 2. 
 Yea, his own familiar friends, whom he trusted: they that 
eat of his bread laid great wait for him.  Pſal. 41. 9. 
 They rewarded him evil for good: to the great diſcomfort of his 
ſoul.  Pſal. 35. 12. 
 They took their counſel together, ſaying, God hath for-
ſaken him: perſecute him, and take him, for there is none to 
deliver him.  Pſal. 71. 9. 
 The breath of our nostrils, the Anointed of the Lord was taken in 
their pits: of whom we ſaid, Under his ſhadow we ſhall be ſafe.  Lam. 
4. 20. 
 The adverſary and the enemy entered into the gates of 
Jeruſalem: ſaying, When ſhall he die, and his name periſh? 
ver. 12. Pſal. 41. 5 
 Let the ſentence of guiltineſs proceed against him: and now that he 
lieth, let him riſe up no more.  ver. 8. 
 Falſe witneſſes alſo did riſe up against him: they laid to 
his charge things that he knew not.  Pſal. 35. 11. 
 For the ſins of the people, and the iniquities of the priests: they ſhed 
the blood of the just in the midst of Jeruſalem.  Lam. 4. 13. 
 O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret; unto their 
aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their 
anger they ſlew a man.  Gen. 49. 6. 
 Even the man of thy right hand: the Son of man, whom thou hadst 
made ſo strong for thine own ſelf. Pſal. 80. 17. 
 In the ſight of the unwiſe he ſeemed to die: and his de-
parture was taken for miſery.  Wiſd. 3. 2. 
 They fools counted his life madneſs, and his end to be without 
honour: but he is in peace.  Wiſd. 5. 4 and 3. 3. 
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 For though he was puniſhed in the ſight of men: yet was 
his hope full of immortality.  Wiſd. 3. 4. 
 How is he numbered with the children of God: and his lot is 
among the ſaintſ!  Wiſd. 5. 5. 
 But, O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongeth, thou 
God, to whom vengeance belongeth: be favourable and 
gracious unto Sion.  Pſal. 94. 1. and 51. 18. 
 Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy people, whom thou hast redeemed: 
and lay not innocent blood to our charge.  Deut. 21. 8. 
 O ſhut not up our ſouls with ſinners: nor our lives with 
the bloodthirsty.  Pſal. 26. 9. 
 Deliver us from blood-guiltineſs, O God, thou that art the God of our 
ſalvation: and our tongues ſhall ſing of thy righteouſneſs.  Pſal. 51. 14. 
 For thou art the God that hast no pleaſure in wicked-
neſs: neither ſhall any evil dwell with thee.  Pſal. 5. 4. 
 Thou wilt destroy them that ſpeak leaſing: the Lord abhors both 
the blood-thirsty and deceitful man.  ver. 6. 
 O how ſuddenly do they conſume: periſh, and come to a 
fearful end!  Pſal. 73. 18. 
 Yea, even like a dream, when one awaketh: ſo didst thou make 
their image to vaniſh out of the city.  ver. 19. 
 Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God Almighty: 
just and true are thy ways, O King of ſaintſ!  Apoc. 15. 3. 
 Righteous art thou, O Lord: and just are thy judgements. Pſal. 119. 137. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy 
Ghost;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be: world without 
end. Amen. 

¶ Proper Pſalms. 9, 10, 11. 
¶ Proper Leſſons. 

The first, 2 Sam. 1. 
The ſecond, St. Matth. 27. 

 
¶ Instead of the first Colle at Morning Prayer, ſhall theſe two, which 

next follow, be uſed. 
 

Most mighty God, terrible in thy judgements, and 
wonderful in thy doings toward the children of men; 

who in thy heavy diſpleaſure didst ſuffer the life of our 
O 

King  C H A R L E S  the  Martyr. 

gracious Sovereign King Charles the First, to be (as this 
day) taken away by the hands of cruel and bloody men: We 
thy ſinful creatures here aſſembled before thee, do, in the 
behalf of all the people of this land, humbly confeſs, that 
they were the crying ſins of this Nation, which brought 
down this heavy judgement upon us. But, O gracious God, 
when thou makest inquiſition for blood, lay not the guilt of 
this innocent blood, (the ſhedding whereof nothing but the 
blood of thy Son can expiate,) lay it not to the charge of 
the people of this land; nor let it ever be required of us, or 
our posterity. Be merciful, O Lord, be merciful unto thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed; and be not angry with 
us for ever: But pardon us for thy mercies ſake, through the 
merits of thy Son Jeſus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

LESSED Lord, in whoſe ſight the death of thy ſaints is 
precious; We magnify thy name for the abundant grace 

bestowed upon our martyred Sovereign; by which he was 
enabled ſo cheerfully to follow the steps of his bleſſed Master 
and Saviour, in a constant meek ſuffering of all barbarous 
indignities, and at last reſisting unto blood; and even then, 
according to the ſame pattern, praying for his murderers. Let 
his memory, O Lord, be ever bleſſed among us; that we may 
follow the example of his courage and constancy, his meekneſs 
and patience, and great charity. And grant, that this our 
land may be freed from the vengeance of his righteous blood, 
and thy mercy glorified in the forgiveneſs of our ſins: and all 
for Jeſus Christ his ſake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.  
¶ In the end of the Litany (which ſhall always on this Day be uſed) 

immediately after the Colle [ We humbly beſeech thee, O 
Father, &c.] the three Colles next following are to be read.  

Lord, we beſeech thee mercifully hear our prayers, 
and ſpare all thoſe who confeſs their ſins unto thee; 

that they whoſe conſciences by ſin are accuſed, by thy mer-
ciful pardon may be abſolved; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Most mighty God, and merciful Father, who hast com-
paſſion upon all men, and hatest nothing that thou 

hast made: who wouldest not the death of a ſinner, but that 
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he would rather turn from his ſin, and be ſaved: Mercifully 
forgive us our treſpaſſes; receive and comfort us, who are 
grieved and wearied with the burden of our ſins.  Thy pro-
perty is always to have mercy; to thee only it appertaineth 
to forgive ſins.  Spare us therefore, good Lord, ſpare thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed; enter not into judgment 
with thy ſervants, who are vile earth and miſerable ſinners; 
but ſo turn thine anger from us, who meekly acknowledge 
our vileneſs, and truly repent us of our faults; and ſo make 
haste to help us in this world, that we may ever live with thee 
in the world to come; through Jeſus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

U R N  thou us, O good Lord, and ſo ſhall we be turned. 
Be favourable, O Lord, be favourable to thy people, 

Who turn to thee in weeping, fasting, and praying.  For 
thou art a merciful God, full of compaſſion, long-ſuffering, 
and of great pity.  Thou ſparest, when we deſerve puniſh-
ment, And in thy wrath thinkest upon mercy.  Spare thy 
people, good Lord, ſpare them, And let not thine heritage 
be brought to confuſion.  Hear us, O Lord, for thy mercy is 
great, And after the multitude of thy mercies look upon us, 
Through the merits and mediation of thy bleſſed Son Jeſus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
¶ In the Communion Service, after the Prayer for the King [Al-

mighty God, whoſe Kingdom is everlasting, &c.] instead of 
the Colle for the Day, ſhall theſe two be uſed. 

 
O most mighty God, &c. 
Bleſſed Lord, in whoſe ſight, &c. } As in the Morning Prayers.
 

The Epistle. 1 S. P E T . ii. 13. 
 

U B M I T  yourſelves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s ſake: whether it be to the King, as ſupreme; or 

unto governors, as unto them that are ſent by him for the 
puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
well.  For ſo is the will of God, that with wel-doing ye may 
put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men: as free, and not 
uſing your liberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the 

T 

S 

King  C H A R L E S  the  Martyr. 

ſervants of God.  Honour all men; Love the brotherhood; 
Fear God; Honour the King.  Servants be ſubje to your 
masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but 
alſo to the froward.  For this is thank-worthy, if a man for 
conſcience toward God endure grief, ſuffering wrongfully. 
For what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye ſhall take it patiently? but if when ye do well, and ſuffer 
for it, ye take it patiently; this is acceptable with God.  For 
even hereunto were ye called; becauſe Christ alſo ſuffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that ye ſhould follow his 
steps; who did no ſin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
 

The Goſpel. St. M A T T H . 21. 33. 
 

H E R E  was a certain houſholder which planted a 
vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a 

wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, and let it out to huſ-
bandmen, and went into a far country.  And when the time 
of the fruit drew near, he ſent his ſervants to the huſband-
men, that they might receive the fruits of it.  And the huſ-
bandmen took his ſervants, and beat one, and killed 
another, and stoned another.  Again, he ſent other ſervants, 
more than the first: and they did unto them likewiſe.  But 
last of all he ſent unto them his ſon, ſaying, They will 
reverence my ſon.  But when the huſbandmen ſaw the ſon, 
they ſaid among themſelves, This is the Heir, come, let us 
kill him, and let us ſeize on his inheritance.  And they 
caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and ſlew him. 
When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will 
he do unto thoſe huſbandmen?  They ſay unto him, He will 
miſerably destroy thoſe wicked men, and will let out his 
vineyard unto other huſbandmen, which ſhall render him 
the fruits in their ſeaſons. 
 
¶ After the Nicene Creed, ſhall be read, instead of the Sermon for that 

Day, the first and ſecond parts of the Homily against Diſobedience 
and willful Rebellion, ſet forth by Authority; or the Minister, who 
officiates, ſhall preach a Sermon of his own compoſing upion the 
ſame argument. 
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¶ In the Offertory ſhall this Sentence be read. 
 
 Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, even 
ſo do unto them: for this is the law and the prophets.  S. 
Matth. 7. 12. 
 

¶ After the Prayer, [For the whole state of Christs Church, 
&c.] this colle ſhall be uſed. 

 
Lord our heavenly Father, who didst not puniſh us as 
our ſins have deſerved, but hast in the midst of judg-

ment remembered mercy; We acknowledge it thine eſpecial 
favour, that though for our many and great provocations, 
thou didst ſuffer thine Anointed, bleſſed King Charles the 
First, (as on this day) to fall this day into the hands of 
violent and blood-thirsty men, and barbarouſly to be mur-
dered by them; yet thou didst not leave us for ever, as ſheep 
without a ſhepherd; but by thy gracious providence didst 
miraculouſly preſerve the undoubted Heir of his Crown, 
our then gracious Sovereign King Charles the Second, from 
his bloudy enemies, hiding him under the ſhadow of thy 
wings, until their tyranny was overpast; and bringing him 
back, in thy good appointed time, to ſit upon the throne of 
his Father; and, together with the Royal Family, didst 
restore to us our ancient Government in Church and State. 
For theſe thy great and unſpeakable mercies, we render to 
thee most humble and unfeigned thanks; beſeeching thee 
still to continue thy gracious proteion over the whole 
Royal Family; and to grant to our gracious Sovereign King 
G E O R G E , a long and happy Reign over us: So we that 
are thy people, will give thee thanks for ever, and will 
alway be ſhewing forth thy praiſe from generation to gene-
ration, through Jeſus Christ our Lord and Saviour.  Amen. 
 

N D  grant, O Lord, we beſeech thee, that the courſe of 
this world may be ſo peacefully ordered by thy govern-

ance, that thy Church mey joyfully ſerve thee in all godly 
quietneſs, through Jeſus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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The Order for E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R . 
 
¶ The Hymn appointed to be uſed at Morning Prayer, instead of 

Venite exultemus, ſhall here alſo be uſed before the Proper Pſalms. 
 

Righteous art thou, O Lord, &c. 
 

¶ Proper Pſalms. 79. 94, 85.  
¶ Proper Leſſons. 

The first, Jer. 12. or Dan. 9. to ver. 22. 
The ſecond, Heb. 11. ver. 32. and 12. to ver. 7. 

 
¶ Instead of the first Colle at Evening Prayer, ſhall theſe two, which 

next follow, be uſed. 
 

Almighty Lord God, who by thy wiſdom not only 
guideth and ordereth all things most ſuitable to thine 

own justice; but alſo performest thy pleaſure in ſuch a man-
ner, that we cannot but acknowledge thee to be righteous 
in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works: We thy ſinful 
people do fall down before thee, confeſſing that thy judg-
ments were right, in permitting cruel men, ſons of Belial, 
(as on this day) to imbrue their hands in the blood of thine 
Anointed; We having drawn down the ſame upon our- 
ſelves, by the great and long provocations of our ſins 
against thee.  For which we do therefore here humble our- 
ſelves before thee, beſeeching thee to deliver this Nation 
from bloud-guiltineſs (that of this day eſpecially) and to 
turn from us, and our posterity, all thoſe judgments, which 
we by our ſins have worthily deſerved: Grant this for the 
all-ſufficient merits of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus Christ. Amen. 
 

L E S S E D  God, just, and powerful, who didst permit 
thy dear ſervant, our late dread Soveraign King Charles 

the First, to be (as upon this day) given up to the violent 
outrages of wicked men, to be deſpightfully uſed, and at 
last murdered by them; Though we cannot relfe upon ſo 
foul an a, but with horrour and astoniſhment; yet do we 
most greatly commemorate the glories of thy grace, which 
then ſhined forth in thine Annointed; whom thou wast 
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pleaſed, even at the hour of death, to endue with an emi-
nent meaſure of exemplary patience, meekneſs, and charity, 
before the face of his cruel enemies. And albeit thou didst 
ſuffer them to proceed to ſuch an height of violence, as to 
kill him, and take poſeſſion of his Throne; yet didst thou in 
great mercy preſerve his Son, whoſe right it was; and at 
length, by a wonderful providence bring him back, and ſet 
him thereon; to restore thy true Religion, and to ſettle 
peace among us: for theſe thy great mercies we glorify thy 
Name, through Jeſus Christ our bleſſed Saviour.  Amen. 
 
¶ Immediately after the Colle [Lighten our darkneſs, &c.] ſhall 

theſe three following be uſed. 
 
O Lord, we beſeech thee, &c. 
O most mighty God, &c. 
Turn thou us, &c. 

} As before at Morning Prayers. 

 
¶ Immediately before the Prayer of St. Chryſostom, ſhall this 

Colle, which next followeth, be uſed. 
 

L M I G H T Y  and everlasting God, whoſe righteouſ-
neſs is like the strong mountains, and thy judgments 

like the great deep; and who, by that barbarous murder (as 
on this day) committed upon the ſacred perſon of thine 
Annointed, hast taught us, that neither the greatest of 
Kings, nor the best of men are more ſecure from violence 
than from natural death: Teach us alſo hereby ſo to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom.  And 
grant that neither the ſplendor of any thing that is great, 
nor the conceit of any thing that is good in us, may with-
draw our eyes from looking upon ourſelves as ſinful dust 
and aſhes; but that, according to the example of this thy 
bleſſed Martyr. we may preſs forward towards the prize of 
the high calling that is before us, in faith and patience, hu-
mility and meekneſs, mortification and ſelf-denial, charity 
and constant perſeverance unto the end: And all this for thy 
Son our Lord Jeſus Christs ſake; to whom, with thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
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