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T H E 
 

P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 
 

T hath been the wiſdom of the Church of England, ever 
ſince the first compiling of her Publick Liturgy, to keep 

the mean between the two extremes, of too much stiffneſs 
in refuſing, and of too much eaſineſs in admitting any var-
iation from it. For, as on the one ſide common experience 
ſheweth, that where a change hath been made of things 
adviſedly establiſhed (no evident neceſſity ſo requiring) 
ſundry inconveniences have thereupon enſued; and thoſe 
many times more and greater than the evils, that were in-
tended to be remedied by ſuch change: So on the other 
ſide, the particular Forms of Divine Worſhip, and the Rites 
and Ceremonies appointed to be uſed therein, being things 
in their own nature indifferent, and alterable, and ſo ac-
knowledged; it is but reaſonable, that upon weighty and 
important conſiderations, according to the various exigen-
cy of times and occaſions, ſuch Changes and Alterations 
ſhould be made therein, as to thoſe that are in place of 
Authority ſhould from time to time ſeem either neceſſary or 
expedient. Accordingly we find, that in the Reigns of ſe-
veral Princes of bleſſed memory ſince the Reformation, the 
Church, upon just and weighty conſiderations her there-
unto moving, hath yielded to make ſuch Alterations in 
ſome particulars, as in their reſponſive times were thought 
convenient: Yet ſo, as that the main Body and Eſſentials of 
it (as well in the chiefest Materials, as in the frame and 
order thereof) have still continued the ſame unto this day, 
and do yet stand firm and unſhaken, notwithstanding all 
the vain attempts and impetuous aſſaults made against it, 
by ſuch men as are given to change, and have always 
diſcovered a greater regard to their own private fancies and 
interests, than to that duty they owe to the publick. 
 By what undue means, and for what miſchievous pur-
poſes the uſe of the Liturgy (though enjoined by the Laws 
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of the Land, and thoſe Laws never yet repealed) came, 
during the late unhappy confuſions, to be diſcontinued, is 
too well known to the world, and we are not willing here to 
remember. But when, upon His Majesty’s happy Restora-
tion, it ſeemed probable, that, amongst other things, the 
uſe of the Liturgy alſo would return of courſe (the ſame 
having never been legally aboliſhed) unleſs ſome timely 
means were uſed to prevent it; thoſe men who under the 
late uſurped powers had made it a great part of their buſi-
neſs to render the people diſaffeed thereunto, ſaw them-
ſelves in point of reputation and interest concerned (unleſs 
they would freely acknowledge themſelves to have erred, 
which ſuch men are very hardly brought to do) with their 
utmost endeavours to hinder the restitution thereof. In 
order whereunto divers Pamphlets were publiſhed against 
the Book of Common Prayer, the old Objeions mustered 
up, with the addition of ſome new ones, more than 
formerly had been made, to make the number ſwell. In 
fine, great importunities were uſed to His Sacred Majesty, 
that the ſaid Book might be reviſed, and ſuch Alterations 
therein, and Additions thereunto made, as ſhould be 
thought requiſite for the eaſe of tender Conſciences: where-
unto His Majesty, out of his pious inclination to give ſatiſ-
faion (ſo far as could be reaſonably expeed) to all his 
ſubjes of what perſuaſion ſoever, did graciouſly condeſcend. 
 In which Review we have endeavoured to obſerve the 
like moderation, as we find to have been uſed in the like 
caſe in former times. And therefore of the ſundry Altera-
tions propoſed unto us, we have rejeed all ſuch as were 
either of dangerous conſequence (as ſecretly striking at 
ſome establiſhed dorine, or laudable praice of the 
Church of England, or indeed of the whole Catholick 
Church of Christ) or elſe of no conſequence at all, but 
utterly frivolous and vain. But ſuch alterations as were ten-
dered to us, (by what perſons, under what pretences, or to 
what purpoſe ſoever tendered) as ſeemed to us in any 
degree requiſite or expedient, we have willingly, and of our 
own accord aſſented unto: Not enforced ſo to do by any 
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strength of Argument, convincing us of the neceſſity of 
making the ſaid Alterations: For we are fully perſuaded in 
our judgements (and we here profeſs it to the world) that 
the Book, as it stood before establiſhed by Law, doth not 
contain in it any thing contrary to the Word of God, or to 
ſound Dorine, or which a godly man may not with a good 
Conſcience uſe and ſubmit unto, or which is not fairly 
defenſible against any that ſhall oppoſe the ſame; if it ſhall 
be allowed ſuch just and favourable construion as in 
common equity ought to be allowed to all human Writings, 
eſpecially ſuch as are ſet forth by Authority, and even to 
the very best Tranſlations of the holy Scripture itſelf. 
 Our general aim therefore in this undertaking was, not 
to gratify this or that party in any their unreaſonable 
demands; but to do that, which to our best understandings 
we conceived might most tend to the preſervation of Peace 
and Unity in the Church; the procuring of Reverence, and 
exciting of Piety and Devotion in the publick Worſhip of 
God; and the cutting off occaſion from them that ſeek oc-
caſion of cavil or quarrel against the Liturgy of the Church. 
And as to the ſeveral variations from the former Book, 
whether by Alteration, Addition, or otherwiſe, it ſhall ſuf-
fice to give this general account. That most of the Altera-
tions were made, either first, for the better direion of 
them that are to officiate in any part of Divine Service; 
which is chiefly done in the Calendars and Rubricks: Or 
ſecondly, for the more proper expreſſing of ſome words or 
phraſes of ancient uſage in terms more ſuitable to the lan-
guage of the preſent times, and the clearer explanation of 
ſome other words and phraſes, that were either of doubtful 
ſignification, or otherwiſe liable to miſconstruion: Or 
thirdly, for a more perfe rendering of ſuch portions of 
holy Scripture, as are inſerted into the Liturgy; which, in 
the Epistles and Goſpels eſpecially, and in ſundry other 
places, are now ordered to be read according to the last 
Tranſlation: and that it was thought convenient, that ſome 
Prayers and Thankſgivings, fitted to ſpecial occaſions, 
ſhould be added in their due places; particularly for thoſe 
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at Sea, together with an Office for the Baptiſm of ſuch as 
are of Riper Years: which, although not ſo neceſſary when 
the former Book was compiled, yet by the growth of 
Anabaptiſm, through the licentiouſneſs of the late times 
crept in amongst us, is now become neceſſary, and may be 
always uſeful for the baptizing of Natives in our Planta-
tions, and others converted to the Faith. If any man, who 
ſhall deſire a more particular account of the ſeveral 
Alterations in any part of the Liturgy, ſhall take the pains 
to compare the preſent Book with the former; we doubt not 
but the reaſon of the change may eaſily appear. 
 And having thus endeavoured to diſcharge our duties in 
this weighty Affair, as in the ſight of God, and to approve 
our ſincerity therein (ſo far as lay in us) to the conſciences 
of all men; although we know it impoſſible (in ſuch variety 
of apprehenſions, humours and interests, as are in the 
world) to pleaſe all; nor can expe that men of faious, 
peeviſh, and perverſe ſpirits ſhould be ſatiſfied with any 
thing that can be done in this kind by any other than them-
ſelves: Yet we have good hope, that what is here preſented, 
and hath been by the Convocations of both Provinces with 
great diligence examined and approved, will be alſo well 
accepted and approved by all ſober, peaceable, and truly 
conſcientious Sons of the Church of England. 
 
 

¶ Concerning  the  Service  of  the  C H U R C H . 
 

H E R E  was never any thing by the wit of man ſo well 
deviſed, or ſo ſure establiſhed, which in contin-uance 

of time hath not been corrupted: As, among other things, it 
may plainly appear by the Common Prayers in the Church, 
commonly called Divine Service. The first original and 
ground whereof if a man would ſearch out by the ancient 
Fathers, he ſhall find, that the ſame was not ordained but 
of a good purpoſe, and for a great advancement of godli-
neſs. For they ſo ordered the matter, that all the whole 
Bible (or the greatest part thereof) ſhould be read over 
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every year; intending thereby, that the Clergy, and eſ-
pecially ſuch as were Ministers in the congregation, ſhould 
(by often reading, and meditation in God’s word) be stirred 
up to godlineſs themſelves and be more able to exhort others 
by wholeſome Dorine, and to confute them that were ad-
verſaries to the Truth; and further, that the people (by 
daily hearing of holy Scripture read in the Church) might 
continually profit more and more in the knowledge of God, 
and be the more inflamed with the love of his true Religion. 
 But theſe many years paſſed, this godly and decent order 
of the ancient Fathers hath been ſo altered, broken, and 
negleed, by planting in uncertain Stories, and Legends, 
with multitude of Reſponds, Verſes, vain Repetitions, 
Commemorations, and Synodals; that commonly when any 
Book of the Bible was begun, after three of four Chapters 
were read out, all the rest were unread. And in this ſort the 
Book of Iſaiah was begun in Advent, and the Book of Geneſis 
in Septuageſima; but they were only begun, and never read 
through:  After like ſort were other Books of holy Scripture 
uſed. And moreover, whereas St. Paul would have ſuch lan-
guage ſpoken to the people in the Church, as they might 
understand, and have profit by hearing the ſame; the 
ſervice in this Church of England theſe many years hath 
been read in Latin to the people, which they understand 
not; ſo that they have heard with their ears only, and their 
heart, ſpirit and mind, have not been edified thereby. And 
furthermore, notwithstanding that the ancient Fathers have 
divided the Pſalms into ſeven portions, whereof every one 
was called a Nourn: Now of late time a few of them have 
been daily ſaid, and the rest utterly omitted. Moreover, the 
number and hardneſs of the Rules called the Pie, and the 
manifold changings of the Service, was the cauſe, that to 
turn the Book only was ſo hard and intricate a matter, that 
many times there was more buſineſs to find out what 
ſhould be read, than to read it when it was found out. 
   Theſe inconveniences therefore conſidered, here is ſet 
forth ſuch an Order, whereby the ſame ſhall be redreſſed. 
And for a readineſs in this matter, here is drawn out a Ca-
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lendar for that purpoſe, which is plain and eaſy to be un-
derstood; wherein (ſo much as may be) the reading of holy 
Scripture is ſo ſet forth, that all things ſhall be done in 
order, without breaking one piece from another. For this 
cauſe be cut off Anthems, Reſponds, Invitatories, and ſuch 
like things as did break the continual courſe of the reading 
of the Scripture. 
 Yet, becauſe there is no remedy, but that of neceſſity 
there must be ſome Rules; therefore certain Rules are here 
ſet forth; which, as they are few in number, ſo they are 
plain and eaſy to be understood.  So that here you have an 
Order for Prayer, and for the reading of the holy Scripture, 
much agreeable to the mind and purpoſe of the old Fa-
thers, and a great deal more profitable and commodious, 
than that which of late was uſed. It is more profitable, 
many things, whereof ſome are untrue, becauſe here are left 
out ſome uncertain, ſome vain and ſuperstitious; and no-
thing is ordained to be read, but the very pure Word of 
God, the holy Scriptures, or that which is agreeable to the 
ſame; and that in ſuch a Language and Order as is most 
eaſy and plain for the understanding both of the Readers 
and Hearers. It is alſo more commodious, both for the 
ſhortneſs thereof, and for the plainneſs of the order, and 
for that the rules be few and eaſy. 
 And whereas heretofore there hath been great diverſity 
in ſaying and ſinging in Churches within this Realm; ſome 
following Saliſbury Uſe, ſome Hereford Uſe, and ſome the Uſe 
of Bangor, ſome of York, ſome of Lincoln; now from hence-
forth all the whole Realm ſhall have but one Uſe. 
 And foraſmuch as nothing can be ſo plainly ſet forth, 
but doubts may ariſe in the uſe and praice of the ſame; to 
appeaſe all ſuch diverſity (if any ariſe) and for the reſolu-
tion of all doubts, concerning the manner how to under-
stand, do, and execute, the things contained in this Book; 
the parties that ſo doubt, or diverſity take any thing, ſhall 
alway reſort to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, who by his diſcre-
tion ſhall take order for the quieting and appeaſing of the 
ſame; ſo that the ſame order be not contrary to any thing 
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contained in this Book. And if the Biſhop of the Dioceſe be 
in doubt, then he may ſend for the reſolution thereof to the 
Archbiſhop. 

 
H O U G H  it be appointed, that all things ſhall be 
read and ſung in the Church in the Engliſh Tongue, 

to the end that the congregation may be thereby edified; 
yet it is not meant, but that when men ſay Morning and 
Evening Prayer privately, they may ſay the ſame in any 
language that they themſelves do understand. 
 “ And all Priests and Deacons are to ſay daily the Morn-
ing and Evening Prayer either privately or openly, not 
being let by ſickneſs, or ſome other urgent cauſe. 
 “ And the Curate that ministereth in every Pariſh-Church 
or Chapel, being at home, and not being otherwiſe 
reaſonably hindered, ſhall ſay the ſame in the Pariſh-
Church or Chapel where he ministereth, and ſhall cauſe 
a bell to be tolled thereunto a convenient time before he 
begin, that the people may come to hear God’s Word, 
and to pray with him. 
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Why ſome be aboliſhed, and ſome retained. 

 
F ſuch Ceremonies as be uſed in the Church, and have 
had their beginning by the institution of man, ſome at 

the first were of godly intent and purpoſe deviſed, and yet at 
length turned to vanity and ſuperstition:  Some entered into 
the Church by undiſcreet devotion, and ſuch a zeal as was 
without knowledge; and for becauſe they were winked at in 
the beginning, they grew daily to more and more abuſes, 
which not only for their unprofitableneſs, but alſo becauſe 
they have much blinded the people, and obſcured the glory of 
God, are worthy to be cut away, and clean rejeed: other 
there be, which although they have been deviſed by man, yet 
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it is thought good to reſerve them still, as well for a decent 
Order in the Church, (for the which they were first deviſed) as 
becauſe they pertain to edification, whereunto all things done 
in the Church (as the Apostle teacheth) ought to be referred. 
 And although the keeping or omitting of a Ceremony, in 
itſelf conſidered, is but a ſmall thing; yet the wilful and con-
temptuous tranſgreſſion and breaking of a common Order 
and Diſcipline is no ſmall offence before God, Let all things be 
done among you, ſaith Saint Paul, in a ſeemly and due Order: The 
appointment of the which Order pertaineth not to private 
men; therefore no man ought to take in hand, nor preſume to 
appoint or alter any publick or common Order in Christ's 
Church, except he be lawfully called and authorized there-
unto. 
 And whereas in this our time, the minds of men are ſo 
diverſe, that ſome think it a great matter of Conſcience to 
depart from a piece of the least of their Ceremonies, they be ſo 
addied to their old customs: and again on the other ſide, 
ſome be ſo newfangled, that they would innovate all things, 
and ſo deſpiſe the old, that nothing can like them, but that is 
new: It was thought expedient, not ſo much to have reſpe 
how to pleaſe and ſatiſfy either of theſe parties, as how to 
pleaſe God, and profit them both. And yet lest any man 
ſhould be offended, whom good reaſon might ſatiſfy, here be 
certain cauſes rendered, why ſome of the accustomed Cere-
monies be put away, and ſome retained and kept still. 
 Some are put away, becauſe the great exceſs and multitude 
of them hath ſo increaſed in theſe latter days, that the burden 
of them was intolerable; whereof St. Augustine in his time 
complained, that they were grown to ſuch a number, that the 
estate of Christian people was in worſe caſe concerning that 
matter, than were the Jews. And he counſelled that ſuch yoke 
and burden ſhould be taken away, as time would ſerve quietly 
to do it. But what would St. Augustine have ſaid, if he had ſeen 
the Ceremonies of late days uſed among us; whereunto the 
multitude uſed in his time was not to be compared? This our 
exceſſive multitude of Ceremonies was ſo great, and many of 
them ſo dark, that they did more confound and darken, than 

Of  C E R E M O N I E S. 
declare and ſet forth Christ’s benefits unto us. And beſides 
this, Christ’s Goſpel is not a Ceremonial Law, (as much of 
Moſes' Law was,) but it is a Religion to ſerve God, not in 
bondage of the figure or ſhadow, but in the freedom of the 
Spirit; being content only with thoſe Ceremonies which do 
ſerve to a decent Order and godly Diſcipline, and ſuch as be 
apt to stir up the dull mind of man to the remembrance of his 
duty to God, by ſome notable and ſpecial ſignification, 
whereby he might be edified. Furthermore, the most weighty 
cauſe of the aboliſhment of certain Ceremonies was, That they 
were ſo far abuſed, partly by the ſuperstitious blindneſs of the 
rude and unlearned, and partly by the unſatiable avarice of 
ſuch as ſought more their own lucre, than the glory of God, 
that the abuſes could not well be taken away, the thing re-
maining still. 
 But now as concerning thoſe Perſons, which peradventure 
will be offended, for that ſome of the old Ceremonies are 
retained still: If they conſider that without ſome Ceremonies it 
is not poſſible to keep any Order, or quiet Diſcipline in the 
Church, they ſhall eaſily perceive just cauſe to reform their 
judgements. And if they think much, that any of the old do 
remain, and would rather have all deviſed anew: then ſuch 
men granting ſome Ceremonies convenient to be had, ſurely 
where the old may be well uſed, there they cannot reaſonably 
reprove the old only for their age, without bewraying of their 
own folly. For in ſuch a caſe they ought rather to have 
reverence unto them for their Antiquity, if they will declare 
themſelves to be more studious of Unity and Concord, than of 
Innovations and New-fangleneſs, which (as much as may be 
with the true ſetting forth of Christ’s Religion) is always to be 
eſchewed. Furthermore, ſuch ſhall have no just cauſe with the 
Ceremonies reſerved to be offended. For as thoſe be taken 
away which were most abuſed, and did burden men's con-
ſciences without any cauſe; ſo the other that remain, are 
retained for a Diſcipline and Order, which (upon just Cauſes) 
may be altered and changed, and therefore are not to be 
esteemed equal with God’s Law. And moreover, they be 
neither dark nor dumb Ceremonies, but are ſo ſet forth, that 
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every man may understand what they do mean, and to what 
uſe they do ſerve. So that it is not like that they in time to 
come ſhould be abuſed as other have been. And in theſe our 
doings we condemn no other Nations, nor preſcribe any thing 
but to our own people only: For we think it convenient that 
every Country ſhould uſe ſuch Ceremonies as they ſhall think 
best to the ſetting forth of God’s Honour and Glory, and to 
the reducing of the people to a most perfe and godly living, 
without Error or Superstition; and that they ſhould put away 
other things, which from time to time they perceive to be most 
abuſed, as in men’s Ordinances it often chanceth diverſely in 
divers Countries. 

 

 
¶ The Order how the PSALTER is appointed to be read. 

 
H E  Pſalter ſhall be read through once every Month, 
as it is there appointed, both for Morning and 

Evening Prayer. But in February it ſhall be read only to the 
twenty-eighth, or twenty-ninth day of the month. 
 And, whereas January, March, May, July, August, Oober, 
and December have one-and-thirty days apiece; It is ordered, 
that the ſame Pſalms ſhall be read the last day of the ſaid 
Months, which were read the day before: ſo that the Pſalter 
may begin again the first day of the next Month enſuing. 
 And, whereas the CXIX Pſalm is divided into XXII Por-
tions, and is over-long to be read at one time; It is ſo or-
dered, that at one time ſhall not be read above four or five 
of the ſaid Portions. 
 And at the end of every Pſalm, and of every ſuch part of 
the CXIX Pſalm, ſhall be repeated this Hymn,  
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be; world 
without end. Amen. 
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The  Order  how  the  holy  Scripture  is to  be  read.   
 Note, that the Pſalter followeth the diviſion of the He-
brews, and the tranſlation of the great Engliſh Bible, ſet 
forth and uſed in the time of King Henry the Eighth, and 
Edward the Sixth. 
 
 

¶ The  Order  how  the  rest  of  holy  Scripture  is 
appointed  to  be  read. 

 
H E  Old Testament is appointed for the first Leſſons at 
Morning and Evening Prayer, ſo as the most part 

thereof will be read every year once, as in the Calendar is 
appointed. 
 The New Testament is appointed for the ſecond Leſſons 
at Morning and Evening Prayer, and ſhall be read over 
orderly every year thrice, beſides the Epistles and Goſpels; 
except the Apocalyps, out of which there are only certain 
proper Leſſons appointed upon divers Feasts. 
 And to know what Leſſons ſhall be read every day, look 
for the day of the Month in the Calendar following, and 
there ye ſhall find the Chapters that ſhall be read for the 
Leſſons both at Morning and Evening Prayer; except only 
the Moveable Feats, which are not in the Calendar, and the 
Immovable, where there is a Blank left in the Column of 
Leſſons, the Proper Leſſons for all which days are to be 
found in the Table of the Proper Leſſons. 
Table of Leſſons from the four Goſpels. 
 And note, That whenſoever Proper Pſalms or Leſſons 
are appointed; then the Pſalms and Leſſons of ordinary 
courſe appointed in the Pſalter and Calendar (if they be 
different) ſhall be omitted for that time. 
 Note alſo, That the Colle, Epistle, and Goſpel ap-
pointed for the Sunday ſhall ſerve all the Week after, where 
it is not in this book otherwiſe ordered. 
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