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A
COMMINATTION,

OR
Denouncing of GOD’S Anger and Judgements
againft Sinners;

With certain Prayers to be ufed on the Firft day of
LENT, and at other as Times as the Ordinary fhall appoint.

9 After Morning Prayer, the Litany ended according to the accuftomed
manner, the Prieft fhall in the Reading-Pew, or Pulpit [ay,
BRETHREN, in the primitive Church there was a godly

difcipline, that, at the beginning of Lent, fuch perfons
as ftood convicted of notorious {in, were put to open pe-
nance, and punifhed in this world, that their fouls might be
{aved in the day of the Lord; and that others, admonifhed
by their example, might be the more afraid to offend.
Inftead whereof (until the faid difcipline may be reftored
again, which is much to be withed,) it is thought good, that
at this time, in the prefence of you all, thould be read the
general fentences of God’s curfing againft impenitent {in-
ners, gathered out of the feven and twentieth chapter of
Deuteronomy, and other places of Scripture; and that ye
fhould anfwer to every fentence, Amen: To the intent that,
being admonifhed of the great indignation of God againft
{inners, ye may the rather be moved to earneft and true re-
pentance; and may walk more warily in thefe dangerous
days; fleeing from fuch vices, for which ye affirm with your
own mouths the curfe of God to be due.
C URSED is the man that maketh any carved or molten
image, to worfhip it.
N And the people [hall anfwer and fay, Amen.
Minifter. Curfed is he, that curfeth his father or mother. ver. 16.
Anfwer. Amen.
Minifter. Curfed is he, that removeth his neighbour’s
land-mark. ver. 17.
Anfwer. Amen.
Minifter. Curfed is he, that maketh the blind to go out of
his way. ver. 18.
Anfwer. Amen.
Minifter. Curfed is he, that perverteth the judgement of
the ftranger, the fatherlefs, and widow. ver. 19.
Anfwer. Amen.
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Minifter. Curfed is he, that fmiteth his neighbour fecretly.
ver. 24.

Anfwer. Amen.

Minyfter. Curfed is he, that lieth with his neighbour’s wife.
Lev. 20. 10.

Anfwer. Amen.

Minifter. Curfed is he, that taketh reward to {lay the in-
nocent. Deut. 27. 25.

Anfwer. Amen.

Minyfter. Curfed is he, that putteth his truft in man, and
taketh man for his defence, and in his heart goeth from the
Lord. Jer. 17. 5.

Anfwer. Amen.

Minyfter. Curfed are the unmerciful, fornicators, and ad-
ulterers, covetous perfons, idolaters, {landerers, drunkards,
and extortioners. S. Matth. 25. 41. 1 Cor. 6. g, 10.

Anfwer. Amen.
Minifter.

N OW fecing that all they are accurfed, as the prophet

David beareth witnefs, who do err and go aftray from
the commandments of God; let us (remembering the dread-
ful judgement hanging over our heads, and always ready to
fall upon us,) return unto our Lord God with all contrition
and mecknefs of heart; bewailing and lamenting our {inful
life, acknowledging and confefling our offences, and {ecking
to bring forth worthy fruits of penance. For now is the axe
put unto the root of the trees; fo that every tree that bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and caft into the fire. It
is a fearful thing to fail into the hands of the liv-ing God: He
{hall pour down rain upon the {inners, fhares, fire and brim-
ftone, ftorm and tempeft; this thall be their portion to drink.
For lo, the Lord is come out of his place to vifit the wicked-
nefs of fuch as dwell upon the earth. But who may abide the
day of his coming? Who fhall be able to endure when he ap-
peareth? His fan is in his hand, and he will purge his floor,
and gather his wheat into the barn; but he will burn the
chaff with unquenchable fire. The day of the Lord cometh
as a thief in the night: and when men fhall fay, Peace, and
all things are fafe, then fhall fudden deftruction come upon
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them, as forrow cometh upon a wo-man travailing with
child, and they fhall not efcape. Then fhall appear the wrath
of God in the day of vengeance, which obftinate finners,
through the ftubbornnefs of their heart, have heaped unto
themf{elves; which defpifed the goodnefs, patience, and long-
{uffering of God, when he calleth them continually to re-
pentance. Then fhall they call upon me (faith the Lord) but
I will not hear; they fhall feek me early, but they fhall not
find me; and that, becaufe they hated knowledge, and re-
ceived not the fear of the Lord, but abhorred my counfel,
and defpifed my correction. Then fhall it be too late to
knock, when the door fhall be fhut; and too late to cry for
mercy, when it is the time of juftice. O terrible voice of moft
juft judgement, which fhall be pronounced upon them,
when it fhall be faid unto them, Go, ye curfed, into the fire
everlafting, which is prepared for the devil and his angels!
Therefore, brethren, take we heed betime, while the day of
{alvation lafteth; for the night cometh, when none can work.
But let us, while we have the light, believe in the light, and
walk as children of the light; that we be not caft into utter
darknefs, where is weeping and gnafhing of teeth. Let us
not abufe the goodnefs of God, who careth us mercifully to
amendment, and of his endlefs pity promifeth us forgivenefs
of that which is paft, if with a perfect and true heart we re-
turn unto him. For though our fins be as red as {carlet, they
{hall be made white as fnow; and though they be like purple,
yet they fhall be made white as w wool. Turn ye (faith the
Lord) from all your wickednefs, and your {in fhall not be
your deftruction: Caft away from you all your ungodlinefs
that ye have done; make you new hearts, and a new {pirit:
Wherefore will ye die, O ye houfe of Ifracl? {ecing that I
have no pleafure in the death of him that dieth, faith the
Lord God: Turn ye then, and ye fhall live. Although we
have finned, yet have we an Advocate with the Father, Jefus
Chrift the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our fins.
For he was wounded for our offences, and {mitten for our
wickednefs. Let us therefore return unto him, who is the
merciful receiver of all true penitent finners; afluring our-
felves that he is ready to receive us, and moft willing to
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pardon us, if we come unto him with faithful repentance; if
we {ubmit ourfelves unto him, and from henceforth walk in
his ways; if we will take his eafy yoke, and light burden upon
us, to follow him in lowlinefs, patience, and charity, and be
ordered by the governance of his Holy Spirit; feecking always
his glory, and ferving him duly in our vocation with thank{-
giving. This if we do, Chrift will deliver us from the curfe of
the law, and from the extreme malediction which fhall light
upon them that fhall be fet on the left hand; and he will fet
us on his right hand, and give us the gracious benediction of
his Father, commanding us to take pofleffion of his glorious
kingdom: Unto which he vouchfafe to bring us all, for his

infinite mercy. Amen.

G Then [hall they all kneel upon their knees, and the Prieft and Clerks
kneeling, in the place where they are accuftomed to fay the Litany,
Jhall [ay this Plalm.
Miferere mei, Deus. PSAL. 51.

H AVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great good-
nefs: according to the multitude of thy mercies do
away mine offences.

Wath me throughly from my wickednefs: and cleanfe me
from my fin.

For I acknowledge my faults: and my {in is ever before me.

Againft thee only have I finned, and done this evil in thy
fight: that thou mighteft be juftified in thy faying, and clear
when thou art judged.

Behold, I was fhapen in wickednefs: and in {in hath my
mother conceived me.

But lo, thou requireft truth in the inward parts: and fhalt
make me to underftand wifdom fecretly.

Thou fhalt purge me with hyflop, and I fhall be clean:
thou fhalt wath me, and I fhall be whiter than how.

Thou fhalt make me hear of joy and gladnefs: that the
bones which thou haft broken may rejoice.

Turn thy face away from my {ins: and put out all my mifdeeds.

Make me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right fpirit
within me.

Caft me not away from thy prefence: and take not thy
holy Spirit from me.
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O give me the comfort of thy help again: and ftablith me
with thy free Spirit.

Then fhall T teach thy ways unto the wicked: and finners
fhall be converted unto thee.

Deliver me from blood-guiltinefs, O God, thou that art the
God of my health: and my tongue fhall fing of thy righteoufnefs.

Thou fhalt open my lips, O Lord: and my mouth fhall
{hew thy praife.

For thou defireft no facrifice, elfe would I give it thee: but
thou delighteft not in burnt-offering.

The facrifice of God is a troubled fpirit: a broken and
contrite heart, O God, thalt thou not defpife.

O be favourable and gracious unto Sion: build thou the
walls of Jerufalem.

Then fhalt thou be pleafed with the facrifice of righteouf-
nefs, with the burnt-offerings and oblations: then fhall they
offer young bullocks upon thine altar.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy
Ghott;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever fhall be:
world without end. Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Chrift, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
O UR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven: Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trefpafles, as we forgive them that trefpafs
againft us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us

from evil. Amen.

Minifter. O Lord, fave thy fervants;

Anfwer. That put their truft in thee.

Minifter. Send unto them help from above;

Anfwer. And evermore mightily defend them.

Minifter. Help us, O God our Saviour;

Anfwer.  And for the glory of thy Name deliver us; be
merciful unto us {inners, for thy Name’s fake.

Minifter. O Lord, hear our prayer.

Anfwer. And let our cry come unto thee.
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Minifter. Let us pray.
O Lord, we befeech thee, mercifully hear our prayers, and
fpare all thofe who confefs their {ins unto thee; that
they, whofe confciences by {in are accufed, by thy merciful
pardon may be abfolved; through Chrift our Lord. Amen.

O Moft mighty God, and merciful Father, who haft com-
paffion upon all men, and hateft nothing that thou haft
made; who wouldeft not the death of a {inner, but that he
fhould rather turn from his f{in, and be faved: Mercifully
forgive us our trefpafles; receive and comfort us, who are
grieved and wearied with the burden of our fins. Thy pro-
perty is always to have mercy; to thee only it appertaineth to
forgive fins. Spare us therefore, good Lord, {pare thy
people, whom thou haft redeemed; enter not into judgement
with thy fervants, who are vile earth, and miferable finners;
but fo turn thine anger from us, who meekly acknowledge
our vilenefs, and truly repent us of our faults; and {fo make
hafte to help us in this world, that we may ever live with thee
in the world to come; through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen.

q 77zenﬂzall the people [ay this that followeth, after the Minifter.

URN thou us, O good Lord, and fo fhall we be turned.

Be favourable, O Lord, Be favourable to thy people,
Who turn to thee in weeping, fafting, and praying. For thou
art a merciful God, full of compalflion, long-fuffering, and of
great pity. Thou {pareft when we deferve punithment, And
in thy wrath thinkeft upon mercy. Spare thy people, good
Lord, {pare them, And let not thine heritage be brought to
confufion. Hear us, O Lord, for thy mercy is great; And
after the multitude of thy mercies look upon us; Through
the merits and mediation of thy blefled Son, Jefus Chrift our
Lord. Amen.

9 Then the Minifter alone [hall [ay,

T HE Lord blefs us, and keep us; the Lord lift up the
light of his countenance upon us, and give us peace,
now and for evermore. Amen.



