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A 
C  O  M  M  I  N  A  T  I  O  N, 

OR 
Denouncing of GOD’S Anger and Judgements 

against Sinners;  
With certain Prayers to be uſed on the First day of 

LENT, and at other as Times as the Ordinary ſhall appoint.  
¶ After Morning Prayer, the Litany ended according to the accustomed 

manner, the Priest ſhall in the Reading-Pew, or Pulpit ſay, 
RETHREN, in the primitive Church there was a godly 
diſcipline, that, at the beginning of Lent, ſuch perſons 

as stood convied of notorious ſin, were put to open pe-
nance, and puniſhed in this world, that their ſouls might be 
ſaved in the day of the Lord; and that others, admoniſhed 
by their example, might be the more afraid to offend. 
 Instead whereof (until the ſaid diſcipline may be restored 
again, which is much to be wiſhed,) it is thought good, that 
at this time, in the preſence of you all, ſhould be read the 
general ſentences of God’s curſing against impenitent ſin-
ners, gathered out of the ſeven and twentieth chapter of 
Deuteronomy, and other places of Scripture; and that ye 
ſhould anſwer to every ſentence, Amen: To the intent that, 
being admoniſhed of the great indignation of God against 
ſinners, ye may the rather be moved to earnest and true re-
pentance; and may walk more warily in theſe dangerous 
days; fleeing from ſuch vices, for which ye affirm with your 
own mouths the curſe of God to be due. 

URSED is the man that maketh any carved or molten 
image, to worſhip it. 

¶ And the people ſhall anſwer and ſay, Amen. 
 Minister.  Curſed is he, that curſeth his father or mother. ver. 16. 
  Anſwer.  Amen. 
 Minister.  Curſed is he, that removeth his neighbour’s 
land-mark.  ver. 17. 
  Anſwer.  Amen. 
 Minister.  Curſed is he, that maketh the blind to go out of 
his way.  ver. 18. 
  Anſwer.  Amen. 
 Minister.  Curſed is he, that perverteth the judgement of 
the stranger, the fatherleſs, and widow.  ver. 19. 
  Anſwer.  Amen. 
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 Minister.  Curſed is he, that ſmiteth his neighbour ſecretly.  
ver. 24. 
  Anſwer.  Amen. 
 Minister.  Curſed is he, that lieth with his neighbour’s wife.  
Lev. 20. 10. 
  Anſwer.  Amen. 
 Minister.  Curſed is he, that taketh reward to ſlay the in-
nocent.  Deut. 27. 25. 
  Anſwer.  Amen. 
 Minister.  Curſed is he, that putteth his trust in man, and 
taketh man for his defence, and in his heart goeth from the 
Lord.  Jer. 17. 5. 
  Anſwer.  Amen. 
 Minister.  Curſed are the unmerciful, fornicators, and ad-
ulterers, covetous perſons, idolaters, ſlanderers, drunkards, 
and extortioners.  S. Matth. 25. 41.  1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. 
  Anſwer.  Amen.  

Minister. 
O W  ſeeing that all they are accurſed, as the prophet 
David beareth witneſs, who do err and go astray from 

the commandments of God; let us (remembering the dread-
ful judgement hanging over our heads, and always ready to 
fall upon us,) return unto our Lord God with all contrition 
and meekneſs of heart; bewailing and lamenting our ſinful 
life, acknowledging and confeſſing our offences, and ſeeking 
to bring forth worthy fruits of penance.  For now is the axe 
put unto the root of the trees; ſo that every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  It 
is a fearful thing to fail into the hands of the liv-ing God: He 
ſhall pour down rain upon the ſinners, ſnares, fire and brim-
stone, storm and tempest; this ſhall be their portion to drink.  
For lo, the Lord is come out of his place to viſit the wicked-
neſs of ſuch as dwell upon the earth.  But who may abide the 
day of his coming?  Who ſhall be able to endure when he ap-
peareth?  His fan is in his hand, and he will purge his floor, 
and gather his wheat into the barn; but he will burn the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.  The day of the Lord cometh 
as a thief in the night: and when men ſhall ſay, Peace, and 
all things are ſafe, then ſhall ſudden destruion come upon 
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them, as ſorrow cometh upon a wo-man travailing with 
child, and they ſhall not eſcape.  Then ſhall appear the wrath 
of God in the day of vengeance, which obstinate ſinners, 
through the stubbornneſs of their heart, have heaped unto 
themſelves; which deſpiſed the goodneſs, patience, and long-
ſuffering of God, when he calleth them continually to re-
pentance.  Then ſhall they call upon me (ſaith the Lord) but 
I will not hear; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not 
find me; and that, becauſe they hated knowledge, and re-
ceived not the fear of the Lord, but abhorred my counſel, 
and deſpiſed my correction.  Then ſhall it be too late to 
knock, when the door ſhall be ſhut; and too late to cry for 
mercy, when it is the time of justice.  O terrible voice of most 
just judgement, which ſhall be pronounced upon them, 
when it ſhall be ſaid unto them, Go, ye curſed, into the fire 
everlasting, which is prepared for the devil and his angels!  
Therefore, brethren, take we heed betime, while the day of 
ſalvation lasteth; for the night cometh, when none can work. 
But let us, while we have the light, believe in the light, and 
walk as children of the light; that we be not cast into utter 
darkneſs, where is weeping and gnaſhing of teeth.  Let us 
not abuſe the goodneſs of God, who careth us mercifully to 
amendment, and of his endleſs pity promiſeth us forgiveneſs 
of that which is past, if with a perfe and true heart we re-
turn unto him.  For though our ſins be as red as ſcarlet, they 
ſhall be made white as ſnow; and though they be like purple, 
yet they ſhall be made white as w wool.  Turn ye (ſaith the 
Lord) from all your wickedneſs, and your ſin ſhall not be 
your destruion: Cast away from you all your ungodlineſs 
that ye have done; make you new hearts, and a new ſpirit: 
Wherefore will ye die, O ye houſe of Iſrael? ſeeing that I 
have no pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, ſaith the 
Lord God:  Turn ye then, and ye ſhall live.  Although we 
have ſinned, yet have we an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our ſins.  
For he was wounded for our offences, and ſmitten for our 
wickedneſs.  Let us therefore return unto him, who is the 
merciful receiver of all true penitent ſinners; aſſuring our-
ſelves that he is ready to receive us, and most willing to 
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pardon us, if we come unto him with faithful repentance; if 
we ſubmit ourſelves unto him, and from henceforth walk in 
his ways; if we will take his eaſy yoke, and light burden upon 
us, to follow him in lowlineſs, patience, and charity, and be 
ordered by the governance of his Holy Spirit; ſeeking always 
his glory, and ſerving him duly in our vocation with thankſ-
giving.  This if we do, Christ will deliver us from the curſe of 
the law, and from the extreme malediion which ſhall light 
upon them that ſhall be ſet on the left hand; and he will ſet 
us on his right hand, and give us the gracious benediion of 
his Father, commanding us to take poſſeſſion of his glorious 
kingdom: Unto which he vouchſafe to bring us all, for his 
infinite mercy.  Amen. 
 
¶ Then ſhall they all kneel upon their knees, and the Priest and Clerks 

kneeling, in the place where they are accustomed to ſay the Litany, 
ſhall ſay this Pſalm.  

Miſerere mei, Deus.  P S A L . 51.  
AVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy great good-
neſs: according to the multitude of thy mercies do 

away mine offences. 
 Waſh me throughly from my wickedneſs: and cleanſe me 
from my ſin. 
 For I acknowledge my faults: and my ſin is ever before me. 
 Against thee only have I ſinned, and done this evil in thy 
ſight: that thou mightest be justified in thy ſaying, and clear 
when thou art judged. 
 Behold, I was ſhapen in wickedneſs: and in ſin hath my 
mother conceived me. 
 But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts: and ſhalt 
make me to understand wiſdom ſecretly. 
 Thou ſhalt purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean: 
thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow. 
 Thou ſhalt make me hear of joy and gladneſs: that the 
bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
 Turn thy face away from my ſins: and put out all my miſdeeds. 
 Make me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right ſpirit 
within me. 
 Cast me not away from thy preſence: and take not thy 
holy Spirit from me. 
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 O give me the comfort of thy help again: and stabliſh me 
with thy free Spirit. 
 Then ſhall I teach thy ways unto the wicked: and ſinners 
ſhall be converted unto thee. 
 Deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, O God, thou that art the 
God of my health: and my tongue ſhall ſing of thy righteouſneſs. 
 Thou ſhalt open my lips, O Lord: and my mouth ſhall 
ſhew thy praiſe. 
 For thou deſirest no ſacrifice, elſe would I give it thee: but 
thou delightest not in burnt-offering. 
 The ſacrifice of God is a troubled ſpirit: a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, ſhalt thou not deſpiſe. 
 O be favourable and gracious unto Sion: build thou the 
walls of Jeruſalem. 
 Then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the ſacrifice of righteouſ-
neſs, with the burnt-offerings and oblations: then ſhall they 
offer young bullocks upon thine altar. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy 
Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be: 
world without end.  Amen. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
     Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

UR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done in earth, 

as it is in heaven:  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil.  Amen. 
 Minister.  O Lord, ſave thy ſervants; 
 Anſwer.  That put their trust in thee. 
 Minister.  Send unto them help from above; 
 Anſwer.  And evermore mightily defend them. 
 Minister.  Help us, O God our Saviour; 
 Anſwer.  And for the glory of thy Name deliver us; be 
merciful unto us ſinners, for thy Name’s ſake. 
 Minister. O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 Anſwer.  And let our cry come unto thee. 
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Minister.  Let us pray.  
Lord, we beſeech thee, mercifully hear our prayers, and 
ſpare all thoſe who confeſs their ſins unto thee; that 

they, whoſe conſciences by ſin are accuſed, by thy merciful 
pardon may be abſolved; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 Most mighty God, and merciful Father, who hast com-
paſſion upon all men, and hatest nothing that thou hast 

made; who wouldest not the death of a ſinner, but that he 
ſhould rather turn from his ſin, and be ſaved: Mercifully 
forgive us our treſpaſſes; receive and comfort us, who are 
grieved and wearied with the burden of our ſins.  Thy pro-
perty is always to have mercy; to thee only it appertaineth to 
forgive ſins.  Spare us therefore, good Lord, ſpare thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed; enter not into judgement 
with thy ſervants, who are vile earth, and miſerable ſinners; 
but ſo turn thine anger from us, who meekly acknowledge 
our vileneſs, and truly repent us of our faults; and ſo make 
haste to help us in this world, that we may ever live with thee 
in the world to come; through Jeſus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

¶ Then ſhall the people ſay this that followeth, after the Minister.  
U R N  thou us, O good Lord, and ſo ſhall we be turned.  
Be favourable, O Lord, Be favourable to thy people, 

Who turn to thee in weeping, fasting, and praying.  For thou 
art a merciful God, full of compaſſion, long-ſuffering, and of 
great pity.  Thou ſparest when we deſerve puniſhment, And 
in thy wrath thinkest upon mercy.  Spare thy people, good 
Lord, ſpare them, And let not thine heritage be brought to 
confuſion.  Hear us, O Lord, for thy mercy is great; And 
after the multitude of thy mercies look upon us; Through 
the merits and mediation of thy bleſſed Son, Jeſus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

¶ Then the Minister alone ſhall ſay, 
 

H E  Lord bleſs us, and keep us; the Lord lift up the 
light of his countenance upon us, and give us peace, 

now and for evermore.  Amen. 
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