The 1559 Book of Common Prayer,

The PDF text is taken from an original edition published by
Robert Barker in 1634; it is intended to appear as much like the
original as possible. This particular edition is listed in David
Griffith's Bibliography of the Book of Common Prayer as 1634/1,
and appears to be similar to editions published by Barker
throughout the 1630's. The basic PDF text comes from the older
HTML text already on the site, adjusted to agree with the 1634
copy in spelling, punctuation, etc.

The woodcuts and other decorations all come from this particular
book, although they weren't necessarily used in the places you
see them in the PDF text. This is because, due to the book's
binding, it was not possible to scan in woodcuts and other
decorations on the pages on the right-hand side.

The fonts used were JSL Blackletter, and Founder's Caslon, from
HW Caslon & Co. These were chosen for their similarity to the
original text, and the fact that they contained all the required
ligatures and other special characters.

You may redistribute this document electronically provided no fee
is charged and this header remains part of the document. While
every attempt was made to ensure accuracy, certain errors may
exist in the text. Please contact us if any errors are found.

This document was created as a service to the community by
Satucket Software:

Web Design & computer consulting for small business, churches, &
non-profits

Contact:

Charles Wohlers

P. O. Box 227

Fast Bridgewater, Mass. 02333 USA
chadwohl@satucket.com
http://satucket.com



mailto:chadwohl@satucket.com
http://satucket.com

#® The order of Confirmation, or laying
on of hands vpon children baptized, and able

to render an account of their Faith, according
to the Catechifme following.

O the end that confirmacion may bee miniftred to
the more edifying of fuch, as fhall receiue it (accor-
ding vnto S. Pauls dotrine, who teacheth that all
things should bee done in the Church, to the edifi-
cation of the fame) it is thought good that none
hereafter {hall bee confirmed but fuch as can fay in
their mother tongue the Articles of the Faith, the
Lords prayer, and the ten Commandements, and

ssasmsme  can alfo anfwere to fuch queftions of this fhort
Catechlfme as the Blfhop (or fuche as hee fhal appomt) fhall by his
difcretion appofe them in. And this order is moft conuenient to be obferued
for diuers confiderations.

Firft, becaufe that when children come to the yeeres of difcretion, and
haue learned what their Godfathers and Godmothers promifed for them in
Baptifme, they may then themfelues with their owne mouth, and with their
own confent, openly before the Church, ratifie and confirme the fame : and
alfo promife that by the grace of God, they will euermore endeauour
themfelues faithfully to obferue and keepe fuch things, as they by their owne
mouth and confeffion haue affented vnto.

Secondly, forasmuche as Confirmation is miniftred to them that be
Baptized, that by impofition of hands and prayer, they may receiue ftrength
and defence againt all temptations to finne, and the affaults of the world and
the deuill: it is moft mete to be miniftred when children come to that age,
that partly by the frailty of their owne flefh, partly by the affaults of the
world and the deuill, they begin to bee in danger to fall into fundry kindes of

finne.

Thirdly, for that it is agreeable with the vfage of the Church in times
paft, whereby it was ordained that Confirmation fhould be miniftred to
them that were of perfet age, that they being instructed in Christs Religion,



thould openly profefle their owne faith, and promife to bee obedient vnto the
will of God.

And that no man fhall thinke that any detriment fhall come to children
by deferring of their Confirmation, hee fhall know for trueth, that it is
certaine by Gods word, that children being baptized, haue all things
neceflary for their faluation, and be vndoubtedly faued.

® A Catechisme, that is to fay, an In-

ftruction to bee learned of euery Childe,
before hee bee brought to bee Con-

firmed by the Bifhop.
Quettion.
Tbat ig pour name?
Anfwere.
. or M.
Quettion.
Who gaue pou this name?
Anfwere.

ﬁlp Godfathers and Godmothers in mpy Baptilme, wherein
3 wag made a member of Chrilt, the childe of God, and an
imberitour of the Kingdome of heauen.

ueftion.

¥What did pour godfathers and godmothers then for pou?

Anfwere.

They did promile, and o three things in mp name. Firlt,
that I (hould forlake the bewill, and all his workes, the
pompes and banities of the wicked world, and all the (infull
[ultg of the fle(h. Serondly, that I (hould beleeue all the
Articles of the Chriltian Faith. And thirdly, that I [(hould
keepe Gods holy will and Commandements, and walke in the
[ame all the dapes of myp life.

Quettion.

Boelt thou not thinke that thou art bound to belecue and to
voe as they haue promiled for thee?

Anfwere.

Peg verely, and by Gods helpe (o I will. And I heartily
thanke our heauenly Father, that hee hath called mee to this



[tate of (aluation, through Jelus Chrilt our Sautour. And ¥
pray God to giue me hig grace, that I map continue n the
(ame bnto my liues end.

Quettion.

Reherle the Articles of thy beliefe.

Anfwere.

»oe eleeue in God the Father Almightie, maker
@2® of heauen and of carth. And in Jelus Chrilt
o £’ Dis only Somne our Lord, which was conceiued
¥ lex2 by the holy Gholt, borne of the Yirgine Marp,
e PR [uffered bnder Pontiul Pilate, was crurified,

eSS dead and buried, he delcended into bell, the
tblrh hay hee role againe from the dead, hee alcended into
heauen, and [itteth at the right hand of God the Father Al-
mighty : From thence he (hal come to tudge the quicke and the
vead. I beleeue in the holy Gholt, the holy Catholique Church,
the Communion of Saints, the forgiuenelle of [innes, the
relurrection of the body, and the life euerlalting. Amen.

ueftion.

I fwhat voelt thou chiefely learne in thele QArticles of thy be-
tefe?
Anfwere.

Ficlte, I learne to beleeue in God the Father, who hath
mave me and all the world.

Secondly, in God the Sonne, Wwho hath redeemed me and
all mankinde.

Thirdly, in God the holy Gholt, who (anctifieth me and all
the elect people of God.

ueftion.

Pou [(aid, that pour Godfathers and Godmothers did pro-
mile for pou, that pou [hould keepe Gods Commandements.
@ell me how many there be?

Aunfwere.

@enne.
Which be thep?

Quettion.



Anfwere.

BE [ame which GOB [pake in the twentieth
Chapter of Exodus, [aping: I am the Lord thy
W, @ob which haue brought thee out of the land of
Caypt, oute of the houle of bondage.

i. Thou [halt haue none other Godg but me.

ii. Thou [(halt not make to thy [elfe any
arauen image nor the likenes of any thing that ig in heauen a-
boue, or in the earth beneath, nor in the water vnder the earth.
Thou [(halt not bow dotone to them nor worlhip them. For I
the Lord thy God am a iealous God, and vilit the [inmes of
the fathers vpon the children, bnto the third and fourth genera-
tion of them that hate me, and (hew mercey nto thoulands of
them that loue me, and Keepe mp commandements.

tt. Thou (halt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in
baine: for the Lord will wot hold him guiltlelle that taketh his
Pame in vaine.

tiii. Bemember that thou Keepe holy the Sabboth dap. Six
dapeg [halt thou labour and do all that thou halt to do: but the
feuenth day il the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In it thou
(halt doe no manner of worke, thou, and thy lonne, and thy
daughter, thy man [eruant, and thy maid [evuant, thy cattell,
and the [tranger that i within thy gates: for in [ix dayes the
Ford made heauen and earth, the lea, and all that in them is,
and rvelted the [euenth dap, wherfore the Lord blelled the
feuenth dap, and hallotoed it.

b. Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy dayes map be
long i the land which the Lord thy God qiueth the.

bi. Thou (halt do no murder.

bii. Thou (halt not commit adultery.

bitt. Thou (halt not [teale.
b iX. Thou [(halt not beare falle witnelle againlt thy neigh-
pur.

X. Thou [(halt not couet thy neighbours houle, thou (halt not
couet thy neighbourg wife, nor his [eruant, nor his maid, nor
his ®xe nor hig Alle, nor anp thing that is his.




Quettion.

YWhat doelt thou chiefely learne by thele Commandements?

Anfwere.

¥ learne two things : Alp duetie towards God, and my
duetie towards my neighbour.

ueftion.

What is mp duetie towards God?

Anfwere.

My duetie towards God, is to beleeue tn him, to feare him,
and to loue him with all mp heart, with all my minde, with all
my [oule, and with all mp [trenath. To worlhip him, to giue
him thankes, to put my whole trult in himy, to call bpon him, to
honour hig holy PDame and hig Word, and to [erue him truely
all the dayes of my life.

Quettion.

What is thy duetie totwards thy neighbour?

Anfwere.

My duetie towards my nepghbour is, to loue him as my
(elfe, and to doe to all men as I would they [(hould doe bnto
mee. o loue, honour, and (uccour my father and mother. To
honour and obey the King and his minilters. To (ubmit my
(elfe to all my Gouernours, teachers, [pivituall Paltours and
Malters. To order my [elfe lowly and veuerently to all mp
betters. o hurt no body by word or deed. To bee frue and
tult in all mp dealing. To beare no malice nor hatred in myp
heart. To keepe mp handg from picking and [tealing, and my
tongue from euill [peaking, lying and (landering. To keepe my
body in temperance, lobernelle, and chaltitie. Fot to couet nor
velire other mens gqoods, but to learne and labour trulp to get
mine otwne lining, and to doe my duety in that [tate of life,
bito the which it (hall pleale God to call me.

Quettion.

My oqood childe knoww this, that thou art not able to doe
thele things of thy [elfe, nor to walke in the commandements
of God, and to [erue him, without hig [peciall grace, which
thou mult learne at all times to call for by diligent praper. Let
me heare therefore if thou canlt [ap the Lords prayer.



Anfwere.

oo @r Father which art in heauen, Hallowed be thy
¢ Pame. Thy Ringdome come. Thy will be done
R/ B i earth, ag it i in heauen. Giue vg this day our
vaily bread. And forgiue vs our trelpalles, as we

forgiue them that trefpalle againlt bs. And leade
bs not into temptation : but deliver bg from euill. Amen.

ueftion.

What delivelt thou of God in this praper?

Anfwere.

3 velive mp Lord God our heauenly Father, who is the
giuer of all qgoodnelle, to [end hig qrace bnto mee, and to all
people, that wee may worlhip him, levue him, and obey him ag
e ought to doe. And I pray bnto God, that he will (end bg
all things that be needfull both for our [oules and bodies. and
that hee will be mercifull bnto bs, and forgiue Vs our [innes,
and that it will pleale him to (aue and defend vg in all dan-
aerg aholtly and bodily, and that he will keepe bs from all
(inme and wickednelle, and from our gholtly enemie, and from
euerlaltyng death. And thil I trult he wil doe of his mercey and
goodnelle, through our Lord Felus Chrilt. And therefore I
(ap. Amen. So be it.

Quettion.

Ow many Sacraments hath Chrilt ordai-
ned in his Churely?
Anfwere.
Two onely as generally necellary to [al-
uation; that 18 to (ap, Baptilme, and the
Supper of the Lord.

ueftion.

What meanelt thou by this word Sacrament?

Anfwere.

I meane an outward and bilible Signe of an Inward and
Spivituall grace given vnto vs; ordaimed by Chrilt himlelfe, ag
a meang whereby e receiue the [ame, and a pledge to allure
bs thereof.

ueftion.

THotw many parts be there m a Sacrament?



Anfwere.

Two; the Outward vilible Signe, and the Inward Spiri-
tuall Grace.

ueftion.

Yhat 18 the outward vilible figne or forme in Waptilme?

Anf{were.
,w,ater: wherein the perlon baptized is dipped or [prinkled
mlﬂ) If, In the Name of the Father, and of Sonne, and of the holy Ghott.

ueftion.

What i the inward and [pirituall grace?

Anfwere.
A death bnto linne, and a netw birth vnto righteoulnelle: for
being by nature borne i [inne, and the children of wrath, we
are hereby made the children of qrace.

Quettion.

¥What is required of perlons to be baptized?

Anfwere.
Repentance, whereby they forlake [inne; and faith, whereby
they (tedfaltly beleeue the promiles of God, made to them in
that Sacrament.

ueftion.
Why then are Infants baptized, when by vealon of their
tender age they cannot performe them?

Anfwere.
Deg: they doe performe them by their Sureties; who promile
and bow them both, in their names: which when they come to
ane, themlelues are bound to performe.

Quettion.

PWhy was the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ordained?

Anf{were.
For the tontinuall remembrante of the Sacrifice of the
veath of Chrilt, and the benefits which we veceiue thereby.

Quettion.
What is the outiward part or ligne of the Lords Supper?
Anfwere.
Bread and wine, which the Lord bath commanded to bee
recetued.
Quettion.

¥What is the inward part or thing [ignified?



Anfwere.

The Body and Blood of Chrilt, which are verely and in-
veed taken and receiued of the faithfull in the Lords Supper.

ueftion.

What are the benefitl whereof we ave partaker( thereby?

Anfwere.
The (trengthening and refrelhing of our loules by the Lody
and Blood of Chrilt, as our bodies are by the LWread and
wine.

ueftion.
What 18 required of thole which come to the Lords Sup-
er?
v Anfwere.

o examine themleluels, whether they repent them truely of
their former [inmes, (tedfaltly purpoling to leade a new life;
baue a liuely faith in Gods merry through Chrilt, with a
tljlfmkefull remembrance of his death; and be in charitie with
all men.

€I So foone as the children can fay in their mother tongue the Articles of the
Faith, the Lords prayer, the ten Commandements, and alfo can anfwere
to fuch queftions of this fhort Catechifme, as the Bithop (or fuch as he
shall appoint) fhall by his difcretion appofe them in : then fhall they be
brought to the Bithop by one that fhall be their Godfather, or God-
mother, that euery childe may haue a witnefle of his Confirmation. And
the Bifthop fhall confirme them on this wife.



# Confirmation, or laying
on of hands.

) Miniﬁer.
23 Ur belpe i3 in the Name of the Lord.

4 < Anfwere.
A\ 2 Which hath made heauen and earth.

2 ' Minifter.

/° Blelled is the Hame of the Lord.

Anfwere.

PHencefoorth world without end.
Minifter.

Ford heare our prayers.

Anfwere.
And et our cry tome bnto thee.
d Let vs pray.
Fmighty and euerlining God, who halt vouch-
(aufed to regenerate thele thy [(eruants by water

y giuenelle of all their [innes: [frengthen them wee
beleech thee, @ Lord, with the holp Gholt the
Comforter, and daply increale in them thy manifold gifts of
arace, the Spirit of wiledome and bnderltanding: the Spirit of
Counlell and gholtly [trenath, the Spirit of knowledge and
true godlinelle, and fulfill them (® Lord) with the Spirit of

thy holy feare. Amen.
€I Then the Bifthop fhall lay his hand vpon euery childe
feuerally, faying,

Befend, @ Lord, thig childe with thy heauenly grace that
be may continue thine for euer, and daply increale in thy holy
Spirit more and more, bntill hee come vnto thy euerlalting

Kingdome. Amen.
€I Then fhal the Bifhop fay,

d Let vs pray.

o Lmightie euerliuing God, whiche makelt vs both
ey to Wwill, and to doe thole thinas that bee good and
acceptable bnto thy Maieltie. Wee make our hum-
ble [upplications bnto thee for thele children, bpon
whom (after the example of the holy Apoltles) we




haue laied our handsg, to certifie them (by this (igne) of thy
fauour and graciouls goodnelle toward them : Let thy Father-
Ip hand, wee beleche thee, euer be ouer them : Let thy holp
Spirit euer bee with them, and (o [eade them in the knowledge
and obedience of thy word, that in the end they map obtaine
the euerlalting life: through our Lord Felus Chrilt, who twith
thee and the holy @Gholt liueth and reigneth one God, world
without end. Amen.

€[ Then the Bifhop fhal bleffe the children,
faying thus,

The blelling of God Almighty, the Father, the Sonne, and
ge holp &holt, bee bpon pou, and remaine with pou for euer.
men.

€ The Curate of euery Parith, or fome other at his appointment, fhall
diligently vpon Sundayes and Holy dayes, halfe an houre before Euenfong
openly in the Church, instru¢t and examine fo many Children of his
Parith sent vnto him, as the time will ferue and as he fhall thinke
conuenient, in fome part of this Catechifme.

€ And all Fathers, Mothers, Mafters, and Dames, fhall caufe their children,
seruants & prentifes (which haue not learned their Catechifme) to come
to the Church at the time appointed, and obediently to heare, and bee
ordered by the Curate, vntill fuch time as they haue learned all that is
here appointed for them to learne. And whenfoeuer the Bifthop shall giue
knowledge for children to be brought before him to any conuenient place,
for their confirmation: then fhall the Curate of euery Parifh, either bring
or fend in writing the names of all thofe children of his Parith, which can
say the Articles of their Faith, the Lords prayer, and the ten Commande-
ments, and alfo how many of them can anfwere to the other questions
contained in this Catechifme.

€I And there fhall none be admitted to the holy Communion; vntil fuch time
as he can fay the Catechifme, and be confirmed.



