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      General Synod Campaign -  Inclusion Coalition

What is the coalition?


Organisations in the Church of England, working together against discrimination: Inclusive Church, Women and the Church, Group for Rescinding the Act of Synod, Modern 
Church, Changing Attitude and Affirming Catholicism. 

We are working together to create a common platform for the most favourable circumstances for the election of laity to Deanery and 
General Synods. Laity who will represent the will of the majority of 
people in the Church of England for inclusion, opposed to discrimination.

· The vast majority of the laity throughout the Church voted for women bishops; and want a church that is generous, welcoming, inclusive and open and “to bring the Church of England into the 21st century.

· We also want to reach people outside the church who will not currently join us, and reach the many who have left because of our discriminatory behaviour. Behaviour which makes many of those who stay both upset and angry.

· Women and men, all have vocation and talents – the church needs to promote the best people and benefit everyone.

“A tale of two synods”
The synod vote against the measure for the consecration of women bishops in November 2012 made the press and nation censure the Church of England. There was a groundswell against the intolerance on display at that Synod and the overwhelming vote in favour at the November 2013 session was as much a response to the will of the nation as it was to the newly drafted proposals. 
In electing reps for Deanery Synods in 2014 and hence to General Synod in 2015, make sure you get clear answers from those who would seek to represent you. Do you know where they stand and how much work they intend to put in to make the Church of England a truly welcoming and inclusive place for everyone, where all may feel at home and see themselves represented in those who lead the Church?  

What does the bible show and what do we believe?

Galatians 2:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus
Christian justice has biblical justification. Jesus was an inclusive person: he crossed social boundaries of race, gender, ethnicity, religion in his society and challenged the hypocritical hierarchy of established religion of his day. We cannot tolerate any prevarication by our General Synod on issues of inclusion. 
Pray hopefully, open to the spirit, and do the work on the ground to enable God’s will to be done on earth.
Current issues

· The Church of England in this country looks unreconstructed, with Anglican churches worldwide making women bishops, recognising their talents in the church, and taking a strong stand against discrimination. We’ll need a line which reflects our views on the current state of the debate re Women Bishops at time of publication

· Many of our attitudes have just been wrong and are damaging people. Most under 35s and many over that age think we are simply unfair and unjust. 

· We deserve the church we vote for, so make sure your Deanery synod representatives vote for the people who represent your views.

· We’ll need a line which reflects our views on the current state of the debate re LGBT inclusion, at time of publication, in the light of Pilling.
