FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The October 2010 Convention of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe convened at the Grand Séminaire in Nice, France, to celebrate the Convocation’s journey in mission in Europe and conduct its annual business. This gathering marked the close of Mission 2006, a five-year strategic plan conceived to strengthen resources for the Convocation’s work in the areas of: youth, training and nurture, building missions, spirituality and worship, social and environmental justice, and leadership and visioning. At the conclusion, delegates called for the appointment of a new committee to develop a mission plan to serve the Convocation for the next five years.

Bishop Pierre Whalon, Bishop-in-Charge of the Convocation, noted that it was “fitting to meet this year at the Grand Séminaire, both to celebrate the end of Mission 2006, and to begin to envision a new plan for the Convocation’s future mission and ministry.” The Convocation’s modern-day mission history began at a convention in Nice 11 years ago, with the vision of Bishop Whalon’s predecessor, Bishop Jeffrey Rowthorn and the resulting Mission 2000 consultation. Bishop Whalon noted, “Mission 2000 was a visionary endeavor, while the work of Mission 2006, in essence, was to build up the capacity of the Convocation. Now we must prepare ourselves for the challenges of the next phase of our journey in mission.”

The convention program, “A Vision Seen, A Call Obeyed…Celebrating our Journey in Mission,” lifted up the progress made during the Mission 2006 era. Convention delegates reflected on The Road Thus Far, giving thanks for the milestones and people that have marked the journey along the way, and considered Where We are Today and What We Would Like to Pass On. Delegates were invited to add important milestones and photos to a 25-foot timeline, creating a remarkable visual image of the Mission 2006 journey in mission. In an open plenary, delegates and clergy contemplated the Convocation’s gifts and raised some of the challenges faced, in particular, by mission congregations, and concerning parishes’ efforts to conform both to Episcopal Church canons and the laws of the country in which they minister.

This year’s Convention program was planned by the Strategic Implementation Committee for Mission 2006. Committee Chair, Cindy D’Alimonte, led the program with a retrospective on the five years of work during Mission 2006. The Rev. Dr. Luk De Volder, who had served as a member of that committee since the Mission 2006 plan was first adopted, was program “weaver.” He provided spiritual and theological context for each of the three program sessions, reminding delegates of the importance of celebrating our journey in mission. In doing so, he said, “This is our coming of age celebration. We are the youth of the Episcopal Church, better yet; we are the third culture youth. We must claim our strengths in order to better use them. We must know our points for growth in order to better nurture them, now that we are preparing ourselves for future mission.” The convention thanked the members of the committee, including Helena Mbele Mbong, and the Convocation staff for their work on the convention program and for having created, during its tenure, the many instruments and structures fundamental to the work of the Convocation community. 
During the program, each of the chairs of the Convocation’s major commissions gave their perspective on aspects of the program as related to their particular area of mission. The Council of Advice reported on its work to improve Convocation structures and policies, particularly in its relationships with parishes and revamping the grant process. “Mutual ministry was an important part of our work,” reported outgoing Council President, the Rev. Clair Ullmann. “…Complementary skill sets coalesced to form a professional body, and a culture of appreciative inquiry allowed us to see how God has been working through us and what needs to be done next.” Felicity Handford, Chair of the European Institute of Christian Studies discussed how her nascent committee had reached maturity. “Our openness to the Holy Spirit and having a Bishop who trusts in our respective gifts is allowing for the flourishing of leaders and the development of some very imaginative lay formation programs,” Mrs. Handford explained. The Commission of the Ministry on the Baptized continues it work, organizing well-attended weekend retreats on spirituality and discernment. “The support of the ministry to the laity has to start where it all begins: with our face firmly centered on God,” said COMB’s chair, Dr. Rainer Ullmann. These gatherings “allow participants to experience the closeness of God in us and to help us to carry this spirit out into our parishes and the world,” 

A new Commission for Youth separated from COMB’s aegis, reflecting the priority of youth ministry in the Mission 2006 vision statement. The chair, Mrs. Jane Döbler, described the work of the newly formed commission to “involve the youth more in the planning of the events, and help to realize the gifts of children and young people in our midst, so that they may learn to express their faith in word and example.” According to the Mission 2006 plan, an annual Youth Across Europe event is now being hosted each year by a different Convocation parish. A resolution was adopted by the Convention, calling for parishes’ full participation in YAE events, and another resolution urges each congregation to support the sending of one youth leader to the Youth Commission’s annual youth leaders’ retreat. 

The Convention delegates attended to other business of the Convocation, adopting a tight budget of €354,210 (US$460,473), reflecting the generally poor economic situation. Including the budget, the Convention adopted nine Resolutions: to make the European Institute of Christian Studies a canonical body, to amend the existing canon concerning ecclesiastical discipline, to address the complexities of parish by-laws conforming both to the Canons of the Episcopal Church and the Convocation, and the laws of the parishes’ respective countries.

Bishop Whalon, who received a standing ovation for his leadership of the Convocation and for his service as chair of the Convention, closed the Convention at the Sunday Eucharist hosted by Holy Trinity Anglican-Episcopal Church. The host parish, although now part of the Diocese of Gibraltar in Europe, has been since 1971 an amalgamation of Holy Spirit Episcopal Church and Holy Trinity. The parish continues to send a voting delegate to the Convocation convention, which routinely votes some financial support to Holy Trinity.

The Bishop spoke of the work of Mission 2006 as building the foundations from the blue print that we inherited. He reminded the convention that “we are meant to be together and apart; that we need to proclaim the hope that is within us and that which causes us to want to reach out to those who are needy. Our future planning needs to be less about ourselves; we need to continue to grow, to evaluate, and to solidify.” He adjourned the Convention until next year in Florence, Italy, telling the delegates and the whole congregation that they are now “sent out to do the work that God has given us to do.”
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