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臺灣聖公會
TAIWAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH
THE RT. REV. DAVID J. H. LAI   賴榮信主教
Bishop of Taiwan

Dear Friends,










October 29, 2009
It is now almost 3 months since the devastation of Typhoon Morakot on August 8.  Since then we have been privileged to experience an outpouring of love and care, prayer and support from our friends all over the world.  We are deeply grateful to churches, dioceses, bishops and all individuals who have supported us through financial donations and through letters, e-mails and prayers.  

Earlier this week, I gathered all our clergy from all over the diocese to participate in our autumn retreat.  This year I decided to take them up to the area worst affected by Typhoon Morakot.  I wanted them to have the chance to see and experience for themselves the devastation caused by the typhoon, as well as to pray and share about our ministry there and our vision for the future.

I took our clergy to visit Shiao-Lin, a village almost totally destroyed by the typhoon.  The remains of over 400 bodies continue to lie buried under 20-30 meters of thick mud and debris.  Around the periphery of the devastated area was plenty of evidence that local Buddhists and Taoists had been there to pray, but it was also very clear that few, if anyone, had ventured into the actual area where the bodies remain buried.  People are too scared to walk there, but it was most moving for me to walk with our clergy all over.  There was still the rotting smell of decaying bodies hanging in the air.  We held a short service, using the words from the liturgy for Ash Wednesday. 

A second most moving experience was for us to meet with a local Presbyterian minister, the Rev. Pan and his wife.  His testimony is tremendous.  Aged 76, he can testify to two amazing miracles of healing earlier in his life, and now he has had a third miracle, that of being saved during the typhoon.  On the night of the typhoon, he and his wife were staying in his home at a nearby camp, located over 50 meters from the river.  That night his camp, his home and everything he owned there were destroyed, washed away in the floods.  He and his wife clung for their lives to a pillar in the middle of their tea-pavilion.  They were preparing to bind themselves together with rope so that when they died, at least they would die together. They were overwhelmed with mud and water, debris and parts of their house as it was washed away in front of them.  Amazingly, they survived, and now they are full of praise to God!
The typhoon destroyed Shiao-Lin Elementary School and all the children have now transferred to the other two schools in the area, Jia-Shian and Bao-Rong.  St. Timothy’s Church were already doing some work with these schools before the typhoon, but the school principals had warned them not to do any evangelism among the children.  Now however the school principals realize how much the children need spiritual help and they can see that we are serious about helping the children; their attitudes have softened considerably, and they now warmly welcome our clergy and church teams into their schools specifically to help with the spiritual needs of the children.  On Tuesdays and Fridays from 7:30-8:00am, we have been given the responsibility for taking classes for all the children, sharing Bible stories and moral teaching.  The school principals have also given us the names of 16 families who were badly affected by the typhoon, and who need spiritual and material help.  Our teams have already visited these families and are already helping them.  
This whole area, Jia-Shian Township, is about 90 minutes drive from St. Timothy’s Church, Kaohsiung, so our long-term aim is to rent a house in the area as a base for outreach, and have a full-time church worker living there.  The rent for a house is about NT$ 5,000 (about US$ 150) per month so it is relatively inexpensive.  At present, Rev. Justin Lin, Rector of St. Timothy’s is in overall charge of the Jia-Shian outreach, with lay worker Mr. Sung Yao-Chong taking day-to-day responsibility.  Evangelist Simon Tsou, newly graduated from seminary, takes charge of Tuesday morning outreach, and Evangelist James Su takes charge of Fridays.  It is actually a project for the whole southern deanery.  Please do pray for them.  
The school principals in Jia-Shian said that in the first weeks after the typhoon, there were many organizations and people on the ground to help, but now they have all left, unwilling to stay for the long-term.  They are now so grateful to us for what we are doing, and have opened their hearts and minds to welcome us. We have a great opportunity, and we do ask for your prayers and support.  There are also other areas, in Taitung especially, where we may also be able to help, and I plan to visit in the near future.  The money that you kindly donated to our Typhoon Relief Fund will be used in these projects, and I wish again to repeat my heartfelt thanks for your generosity.
Yours in His service,
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