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House Blessing for the Duthie-Hermann Family
On Sunday, September 20 in Landau we enjoyed a gathering of congregation members at the home of Christiane Hermann, Roger Duthie, and their daughters Mathilda and Elise. The occasion was the blessing by Father Hanns of their newly-renovated home. 

The blessing itself was an illuminating experience for those of us who had not before witnessed this lively, moving church rite. Afterwards we all enjoyed an outdoor potluck, taking advantage of the wonderful “Indian Summer” weather for an afternoon of fellowship.

Bishops Lobby U.S. Congress Members on Social Justice Issues
 [Episcopal News Service – Washington, D.C.] In the United States, bishops representing 200,000 Episcopalians from Maine to California made the case for health care and immigration reform, and stricter environmental protection on Capitol Hill Sept. 16.
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Together as "Bishops Working for a Just World" and organized by the Episcopal Public Policy Network's capitol-based Office of Government Relations, the seven bishops, guided by General Convention resolutions, made their annual trip to Washington, D.C., Sept. 14-16 to lobby Congress, meeting with more than 30 elected officials and/or their legislative staffs, on behalf of the Episcopal Church.   "Our involvement says that it's appropriate for Christians to be involved in conversation about social issues and bring an informed, theological perspective to the discussion," said Diocese of Connecticut Bishop James E. Curry, the group's convener. "We [bishops] model that, and I could make the case that that is more important than taking a stand [on a specific issue]."

Bishops Working for a Just World is a caucus within the House of Bishops devoted to fulfilling the baptismal covenant to "strive for justice and peace and respect the dignity of every human being."

"We began in 1993 to try to reclaim our public voice," Curry said.

The bishops' three-day meeting included a workshop on community organizing, guest speakers, and a legislative briefing by OGR staff, a prayer vigil and Eucharist. The visit also coincided with release of Montana Democratic Senator Max Baucus' and the Senate Finance Committee's plan to remake the health care system and offer coverage for millions of uninsured.

"The bill wasn't received well," said DeWayne Davis, OGR's domestic policy analyst, adding that the Senate will have to work in the coming weeks to reconcile its differences and that the House is still working on its bill.

"Members still believe that we are going to get health care this year," he said.

July's General Convention passed several health-care-related resolutions (C071, D048 and D088) in support of universal access to quality and affordable health care in the United States, and called on Congress to pass comprehensive health-care reform this year. It also adopted Resolution B006, which called for comprehensive immigration reform that would allow millions of undocumented immigrants who have established roots in the United States, including parents and spouses of legal immigrants, to have a "pathway to legalization and to full social and economic integration into the United States."

General Convention also adopted resolutions addressing environmental issues, including climate change, global warming, economic and environmental justice, creation care and renewable energy.    Though the congressional visits centered on the bishops' requests for universal, affordable, quality health care for all Americans; comprehensive immigration reform grounded in family unity; and support for the climate bill, the recent infusion of incivility the health care debate has inserted into politics and public discourse entered the discussion.

Democratic Senator Frank R. Lautenberg of New Jersey and Republican Senator Susan M. Collins of Maine both expressed concern over the recent incivility, misinformation and fear-based hyperbole characterizing the health care debate in their meetings with Newark Bishop Mark Beckwith and Maine Bishop Stephen Lane, respectively, the bishops said.

Arguments, shouting and the spread of misinformation have characterized town hall meetings nationwide and have proliferated online since the health care reform debate heated up over the summer. More recently Republican Senator Joe Wilson of South Carolina shouted "you lie" when President Barack Obama said during his September 9 address to Congress and the nation that illegal immigrants wouldn't be given access to coverage under the current plan for health care reform. Wilson's outburst led former President Jimmy Carter to suggest September 15 that some of the protests against and opposition to Obama are rooted in racism.

Racism and Carter's suggestion were part of the discussion during a meeting between Democratic Senator Benjamin L. Cardin of Maryland and Maryland Bishop Eugene T. Sutton and Washington Bishop John Chane. Sutton reminded Cardin, who is Jewish, that he sent a Muslim staff member to represent him at a celebration commemorating the 325th anniversary of Diocese of Maryland's oldest church, Sutton said.

"We were celebrating the fact that a Jewish senator sent a Muslim to worship at our Christian celebration," he said. "And that's what Maryland is all about."

In his Sept. 16 homily given at the Simpson Memorial Chapel in the United Methodist Building across from Capitol Hill, Beckwith reminded those present that Jesus learned early on how the world worked and spent his life trying to level the playing field, "making the inequity less so."

Rochester Bishop Prince Singh reminded officials from the state of New York that he too is elected and represents constituents, and that participation in the public square doesn't always come in the form of protest or angry calls and emails.

"Not beating people down to convince them of what we believe in is one of the important pieces of our spirituality," said Singh. "We work in soup kitchens; if there is a disaster, we organize a relief initiative … we are doing the heavy lifting in local communities, tutoring in schools and working in the prison system, and in that way being involved in the public policy debate. We are not out at town hall meetings screaming.

"That is a different discourse that is not part of the town hall format; it is important for elected officials to get an impression that there are people who actually show up and be a part of the solution."  

Singh participated in an interfaith prayer vigil to end the hateful rhetoric characterizing the immigration debate Sept. 15 on Capitol Hill – a photo of the faith leaders ran on the front page below the fold in the September 16 Washington Post. 

One of the challenges that has revealed itself and that became even more apparent through the bishops' meetings with member of congress and their staffs is that even if health care reform passes, because of the negative atmosphere it has created both on the Hill and in communities nationwide, there will be reluctance to take up any kind of immigration reform, said Ana White, OGR's immigration and refugee policy analyst, who with other OGR staff members accompanied the bishops on their Sept. 16 visits.

Immigration is an especially hot topic in California, where Bishop Marc Andrus, of the Diocese of California, has been involved at the local and state level. Andrus expressed his interest in immigration reform, citing the current policies' failure to address root causes, including poverty.

During a visit with Democratic Representative Anna G. Eschoo, Andrus was able to connect a priest in his diocese who is active in immigration issues with one of Eschoo's staff members who works on the same issues.

OGR, which organized and supported the bishops' meetings, was created by Executive Council in 1979. Its mandate is to lobby Congress and the president in response to legislation passed at General Convention.

"These were very good meetings. I am happy the Office of Government Relations could set these up," Sutton said. "Elected officials need to meet with religious leaders who are not intolerant and who don't abuse positions of power to shame, demean or demand."

The Sept. 16 meetings were just a start, said Mary Getz, OGR's grassroots coordinator.

"What the bishops were doing here was starting and building relationships," she said. "The bishops have plans to make follow up visits in the members' home districts."

The bishops also intended their trip to Washington, D.C. to inspire Episcopalians to get involved. The Episcopal Public Policy Network offers educational and technological resources to all Episcopalians interested in participating in public life.

"I've been encouraging people in my diocese to be involved in the public square," said Lane. "I plan to use this experience as an example and to get people out there in support of universal health care. The message will carry more weight now that I have done it."

-- Lynette Wilson is staff writer, Episcopal Life Media.
Call to Convention 2009
A Message From The Rev. Richard Cole, Secretary of Convention

(Editor’s note: The application materials mentioned below are available from Father Hanns or Todd Phillips upon request. Each Mission is allowed to have one non voting delegate but this does not preclude more than one lay person from attending. We are all welcome to attend as guests).
June 19, 2009

In accordance with the provisions of Canon 2, Section 3, of the Canons of the Convocation of American Churches in Europe, it is my pleasure to give notice hereby to all canonically resident and other licensed clergy of the Convocation, to all duly certified lay delegates, and to other friends of the Convocation, that the 2009 Annual Convention will be held at

Emmanuel Church

3, rue de Monthoux

CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland

from Thursday, October 15 to Sunday, October 18, 2009.

The theme of this year’s Convention is “Celebrating 150 Years of Living Mission”. You will receive more information in due course on the special sessions planned around this theme. The Provisional Agenda enclosed with this Call to Convention is subject to further changes. Registration for all delegates and visitors will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 15. Everyone is urged to stay until lunchtime on Sunday, October 18, in order to participate in the Closing Eucharist of the Convention at which Bishop Whalon will preside and preach.

A Convention registration form and information on hotels are also enclosed. Please read them carefully and complete one form per person. The Registration Form should be returned as indicated in the enclosed documentation. The deadline for registration and payment of registration fees is September 1, 2009. Please note that all fees must be paid by bank transfer, following the instructions given. The deadlines for registering at the hotels vary. For this reason, we strongly advise you to make your hotel reservations as soon as possible.

September Meeting of The Council of Anglican Episcopal 
Churches in Germany (CAECG) in Hamburg
The next meeting of the Council of Anglican Episcopal Churches in Germany will be hosted by St. Thomas à Becket Church, Hamburg and will be held at the Gemeindesaal of the St. Michaeliskirche at Krayenkamp, 20459 Hamburg.  The meeting will begin on Friday, September 18, 2009 at 14:30 and will end on Saturday, September 19, 2009 at 16:00.

The theme of the meeting will be “Connecting with the sacred in our daily lives” and the sessions will take the form of a retreat led by Andrew Walker, Director of the London Centre of Spirituality.

Hilary Norman, secretary to the CAECG, writes that “unfortunately, Karlsruhe has not sent any representatives to several of our meetings in the recent past and the bishops have expressed some concern about this. I would therefore hope that one of you …could make it and I look forward to welcoming you to our meeting.”
 An agenda, registration form and other information are available from Todd Phillips (Tel. 0721/756580, e-mail: todd@toddlines.com).

From The United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (USPG) Holy Land Information Pages:
A reflection on why USPG is concerned with the Palestinians
In this pained and troubled world there are so many causes and issues which cry out for attention and action, but if only to have some hope of making a difference a small organisation like USPG has to decide on some priorities. We are guided in this by such considerations as 

- our understanding of Mission as God’s activity in the world, and what we learn from Scripture about how God seeks Justice and brings about Reconciliation; 

- the places in the world where we are already involved and where there is a clear call from our partner Churches to get involved; 

- the concerns of our supporters here in Britain and Ireland, and where they would like us to target our limited resources. 

The injustice suffered by the Palestinian people has long been a concern of the worldwide Church. In the Anglican Communion successive Lambeth Conferences have called for the implementation of the United Nations resolutions which have denounced the occupation of their land by Israel and promised them a secure homeland of their own. Earlier this year the Anglican Consultative Council considered how church investment policies could support the infrastructure of a future Palestinian state, so that there might be peace, justice and co-existence in the Holy Land. 

A significant minority of Palestinians is Christian, and USPG is working increasingly closely with fellow-Anglicans in the Diocese of Jerusalem. Their Bishop has warmly welcomed our support, and in response to his request a USPG missionary is currently attached to his office to assist with Communications. The Diocese and its Bishop are committed to the peaceful pursuit of a solution where Palestinians and Israelis can live together in the Holy Land. Like USPG they reject the use of violence, such as the terrorist attacks on Israeli citizens, and the forced expulsion of Palestinians from their own land. 

USPG is keen to work with all people of goodwill who seek a non-violent solution to the world’s problems, so that everyone can enjoy that peace and justice which we believe to be God’s will for all his people. Here in Britain and Ireland we would like to make more contacts with Jewish people who share this hope for Israel/Palestine. More generally we support work in a number of places with Muslim communities, and welcome the way in which so many of their leaders have joined in the denouncing of terrorism and suicide bombers. 

We hope that USPG supporters in this country will participate in this campaign by 

- becoming more aware of what is happening to the Palestinian people 

- praying regularly for Israel/Palestine 

- lobbying their M.P.’s for more action at a Government level 

- visiting the Holy Land and seeing the current situation from the perspective of our fellow-Christians 

- talking with Jewish friends about what the Israeli government is doing, and how mutual fear can be replaced by reconciliation 

- considering their own investments, and those of their Church, in the light of the Anglican Consultative Council resolution 

http://www.aco.org/the-holy-land/info/mission.cfm
July 2005
Information on Heidelberg Daughters of the King and 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
We were visited at our June service in Karlsruhe by Annemarie Delgado of Heidelberg, a representative of the Heidelberg chapter of the Daughters of the King. Annemarie will return for our August service, accompanied by other Daughters, to make a short presentation on this Episcopal women’s organization, as well as bringing information on the Brotherhood of St. Andrew for men. Following is a brief outline of these two groups:

The Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) is a spiritual sisterhood of women dedicated to a life of Prayer, Service and Evangelism. We have made a commitment to Jesus as our Savior, and we follow Him as Lord of our lives. We are an Order for women who are communicants of the Episcopal Church, churches in communion with it, or churches in the Historic Episcopate. Today our membership includes women in the Anglican, Episcopal, Lutheran (ELCA) and Roman Catholic churches.

Vision Statement: Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our vision as Daughters of the King is to know Jesus Christ, to make Him known to others, and to become reflections of God's love throughout the world.

Website: www.dok-national.org 
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is an international ministry of men within the Anglican Communion with corporate offices in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. The Brotherhood was incorporated by an Act of the U. S. Congress signed May 30, 1908 by President Theodore Roosevelt. That Act states, "the sole object of said corporation shall be the spread of Christ's Kingdom among men."

Goal: To bring men and boys to Jesus Christ.

Website: www.brotherhoodstandrew.org 

Stewardship Appeal

All members and supporters of Saint Columban’s Mission will these days receive our annual Stewardship Appeal. Our Mission and its work totally depend on the voluntary contributions of its members and friends. Particulars of our work are set out in the Appeal letter. If you haven’t received it by the end of October at the latest, and think you should, or would like to have it, don’t hesitate to send an e-mail to one of the persons listed on the last page or ring him up. 

New Church’s Teaching Series

‘The books in the new teaching series for the Episcopal Church at​tempt to encourage and respond to the times—and to the challenges that will usher out the old century and bring in the new. … It has no official status, claims no special authority, speaks in a personal voice, and comes not out of committees but from scholars and pastors meeting and talking informally together.’ Its assumed readership are ‘adults who are not “cradle Anglicans,” but who come from other religious traditions or from no tradition at all, and want to know what Anglicanism has to offer.’ (from the Series Preface of the editor) But that does not mean (at least according to my experience, HE+) that people who have been Anglicans for many years cannot learn at lot from them also. The Mission has bought a number of volumes of the series, dealing with

– Anglicanism,

– the Bible,

– prayer, worship, and the Prayer Book,

– faith and ethics.

They are very useful for study groups, but also for private reading. All members and friends of the Mission are invited to make use of these opportunities.

 It would be great if we could form a group meeting regularly, and working their way through one of these books. Perhaps, we will be so fascinated that we decide to continue with another one. But this decision can of course be made only when we have finished the first book. The members of the group will decide which book to take first. If you are interested to be part of this, contact the Priest in Charge. 

Meanwhile, we have obtained two more books, viz.

Welcome to the Episcopal Church: An Introduction to Its History, Faith, and Worship, by Christopher L. Webber, 1999;

Dictionary for Episcopalians, by John N. Wall, 2000.

Members and friends of the Mission are invited to make use of these resources.

“The Eagle and the Dove”

Anyone who would like to know more about our Patron Saint might look into “The Eagle and the Dove – The Spirituality of the Celtic Saint Columbanus”, by Katherine Lack, Triangle SPCK, 2000, £6.99 + shipping. Ask the Priest in Charge how to get this most valuable little book.

Our Services

Our regular services in Karlsruhe are held, if not indicated as otherwise, on the 1st Sunday of the month at 11 a.m. in the chapel of Luisenheim; in the 1st quarter of 2008, i. e.:

October 4
— Pentecost 18: Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 

November 1
— All Saints: Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 

December 6
— Advent 2:  Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 

You reach Luisenheim by public transport using trams to Schillerstraße (nearest) or Mühlburger Tor (from Hauptbahnhof, the direct line is 6). From Schillerstraße walk on the north side of Kaiserallee in the direction of Mühlburger Tor and turn into Kochstraße. Enter the gate of No. 2-4 and turn to the building to your right, showing the inscription “Luisenheim” on the wall facing the street (and currently directly opposite a construction site). You find the chapel on the ground floor at the end of the long corridor, last door on the left side. From Mühlburger Tor cross Kaiserallee in northward direction (to the side of the red Christuskirche) at Rathaus West, and walk into Südl. Hildapromenade. After some steps, you reach the Old-Catholic Church of the Resurrection. The gate to Luisenheim (Kochstr. 2-4) is just opposite to the end of Helmholtzstraße, the street passing on the south side of the Old-Catholic church, 

A children’s group at the time of our Sunday service may be arranged by a group of parents of young children if we know in advance. Please approach Todd Phillips: (0721) 75 65 80.

For weekday services see “Old-Catholic Church” (below p. 7).

Readings and Psalms of Forthcoming Services

	Day
	Old Testament
	Psalm
	New Testament
	Gospel

	October 4
	Genesis 2:18-24
	8
	Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
	Mark 10:2-16

	November 1
	Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9
	24
	Revelation 21:1-6a
	John 11:32-44

	December 6
	Baruch 5:1-9
	Canticle 4
	Philippians 1:3-11
	Luke 3:1-6


Known Birthdays in July, August and September

	October

29.
Annegret Lingenberg (Rev.) 

27.
James Andrew King

November

1.
Ulrich Zülicke

7.
Steven Conte

10.
Christiane Hermann

16.
Betty Hinz
	December

2.
Maria Engelhardt

4.
Benjamin Erik Fiedler

13.
Meredith Colleen Skelton

23.
Mathilda Duthie

29.
Elke Gebhard

31.
Noah Francisco Nicolai




To all of these, blessings and most sincere congratulations! Remember them in your prayers!

We know very well that we do not know the birthdays of all our members and friends. So, if you miss your birthday let us know. Likewise if you know the birthday of any other member or friend not listed, who would not object to being included. If you should prefer your birthday not to be mentioned, do let us know also. 

“If anyone is ill enough to call the doctor…”

“…call the parson too”. The Church is always available to those who desire her ministrations in time of sickness. But we often do not know who does. So if you know of someone who is sick or otherwise housebound, and would like a priest to visit her or him in order to talk to him or to receive communion, the laying on of hands and/or anointing (cf. Letter of James 5:14), do let the Priest in Charge know as soon as possible.

Old-Catholic Church

The Old-Catholic Churches, which gained independence from papal jurisdiction in the course of time, and especially in the 19th century, are in full communion with the Anglican Churches. For a time we were their guests with our services, and we are most sincerely invited to their (German language) services (Holy Eucharist: Sunday at 10 a.m., Tuesday at 7.10 a.m., Thursday at 7 p.m.) in the Auferstehungskirche (see above p. 6) in summer, or in the parish house beside the church, in winter. 

Clubs

English speaking Clubs and groups in our region where our mem​bers and friends are always welcome:

Anglo-German Club Pforzheim: 1st Thursday of the month from 19.45, Ratskeller, Pforzheim

British Baden Club: 1st Friday of the month from 8 pm, Restaurant “Prinz Eugen” Malsch (Information: Tel 07246-5992)

Deutsch-Englischer Freundeskreis Karlsruhe, Conversation Circle: 3rd Tuesday of the month from 7.30 pm, Jugendheim Anne Frank, Moltkestr. 2a (Engländerplatz)

English Speaking “Stammtisch”: 2nd Tuesday of the month from 8 pm, Flynn’s Inn, Hirschstr. 70, Karlsruhe (Tel 8303641) 

Kontakt Karlsruhe (German-American; opportunity for Ger​mans and Americans to practice the other language): Information re​garding time and place from Mr. Steven Miller, Tel. 0721-503139. 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 001: Tue–Fri 4–11 pm, Sat 2–12 pm, Sun 10 am–12 pm, Kirchstr. 9, Rheinmünster-Söllingen (Tel. 07227-991753, Fax: 07227-990979, E-Mail: RCL.Branch001@T-Online.

Mission Statement

Saint Columban’s Mission is a self-supporting congregation in the Anglican Communion under the jurisdiction of the Bishop in Charge of the Convocation of American Churches in Europe (Episcopal Church in the United States of America). It

–offers a spiritual home to all English-speaking residents of, and visitors to, Karlsruhe and the surrounding region, 

–makes the Anglican tradition visible in the local Ecumenical environment,

–contributes—together with other Churches—to the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people in the city and the surrounding region.

Firmly rooted in the Anglican tradition, St Columban’s Mission is open to all Christians, regardless of their denominational affiliation. They are most welcome at our Services. The Mission is a member of the Council of Anglican Episcopal Churches in Germany, which organizes the co-operation of Anglican and Episcopal chaplaincies, and congregations in this country. It is also a member of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Christlicher Kirchen (Council of Christian Churches) in Karlsruhe.

The Priest may be contacted in case of pastoral emergency at any time. If he is absent or cannot be reached the following persons will be pleased to give all relevant information:

Dr. James Hunt, mobile 0172 726 5094

Josh Dalzell, Tel. (0721) 860 16 57

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved permanently and always avail​able for the purposes of Holy Communion for those who are sick or house​bound.

The Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession and Absolution) and of the Sick (Anointing with laying on of hands) are also available for those who wish to avail themselves of them, by arrangement with the Priest

Information about preparing for Baptism, Confirmation or Marriage can also be obtained by telephoning the Priest.
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